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As we hopelessly grapple with what feels like an unjust call home from the 
Lord, truth tells us otherwise. When do we hit the mark where we are at 
just the right age to leave this world? Who is “too young to die”? And, most 
importantly, who are we to set the standards?

The haunting reality is that “his time” was now. Nothing was cut short, 
nothing ended too soon, and not a second more was planned for my precious 
son. This day was the day he was to be called home. While this never makes 
coping with death easy, it reminds us that, as a nightmare took place that 
fateful morning and as we gasped in horror, God wasn’t surprised.

Though we say we trust and we console others with vain promises that 
everything will be okay, it’s easy to blame God and call Him apathetic to 
the deep mourning of our souls. He’s anything but that, as we see Him weep 
at the loss of his friend Lazarus in the Scriptures, but His clock of eternity 
looks vastly different than the clock of this world.

The book of James says, “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we 
will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and 
make a profit’—yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your 
life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.”

If we trust that God is sovereign, we trust that the One who knows what 
tomorrow will bring sketched out all our tomorrows from day one. My 
son's final “tomorrow” meant a grand entrance to heaven and an angelic 
celebration at the gates. We grieve because we imagine an unfulfilled future, 
but in faith, we can boast that he’s undoubtedly more fulfilled than he’s ever 
been, completely and perfectly satisfied in the presence of his King.

While we mourn on earth, solace can be found in the unquestionable 
knowledge of a plan far greater than what our small minds could fathom. 
Justice against this tragedy is our righteous cry, but it shouldn’t question 
the eternal timeline of God.

The reality hurts to grasp, but when young people die, never were they to 
grow old. Though this does not and should not heal the wounds and despair, 
it does remind us of the Savior who is in control in the midst of our chaos. 
The world may wonder of all the “great things” he could have been, but, if 
we trust that God is sovereign, we can mourn the loss without mourning 
the “what ifs” of the future.

If I am to be a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes, I hope 
to be a mist like my son. His appearance for a little time was filled with joy 
and laughter, friendship and love, and, as we ache to hear his bellowing 
voice one last time, he’s sitting with the Almighty One in the most perfect 
tomorrow ever imaginable.
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William Chase Montgomery 

William Chase Montgomery of Eatonton, Georgia, died Tuesday, 
December 1, 2015, at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Born in Macon, Georgia, Chase was a lifelong resident of 
Eatonton, Georgia. Chase had recently attended Georgia Southern 
University where he was a member of Sigma Chi fraternity and 
was presently enrolled in Central Georgia Technical School. 
Prior to his college experience, Chase graduated from Gatewood 
School in 2012 where he was a nose guard on the football team. 
Chase was a member of Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church 
in Eatonton, Georgia. Scuba diving and reading were two of his 
favorite interests.

Chase is survived by his parents, Amey and Scott Montgomery and 
his sister, Sydney Montgomery of Eatonton, Georgia. He is also 
survived by his maternal grandparents, David and Gayle Tidwell 
and his maternal grandmother, Andrea Harvill; his paternal 
grandfather, Allen Montgomery, and his paternal grandmother, 
Ann Montgomery, who also preceded Chase in death. Surviving 
aunts and uncles include Tish Montgomery, Paige (Jason) Powell, 
Allison Tidwell, and Andy Tidwell (Mark); Chase was survived by 
numerous other cousins, relatives, and friends.

A “Celebration of Life” will be held Saturday, December 5, 2015, 
at 3:00 pm at Hallman Farms, 217 Tanyard Road, Eatonton, 
Georgia, with Van Nesbit officiating. The family requests that all 
memorials be made in memory of Chase Montgomery to Hunting 
for the Cure or Leukemia Research at Winship Cancer Institute, 
Office of Gift Records, Emory University, 1762 Clifton Road, Suite 
1400, Atlanta, GA. 30322. McCommons Funeral Home, 109 W. 
Broad St., Greensboro, Georgia 30642 (706-453-2626) is in charge 
of arrangements.


