
A Celebration of the Life of 
William Bluford “Billy” Merritt, Sr.

April 23, 1927 – October 19, 2015

Saturday, October 24, 2015 – 11:00 a.m.

In Loving Memory



In Loving Memory Of

William Bluford “Billy” Merritt, Sr.
April 23, 1927 – October 19, 2015

Memorial Services at
Siloam United Methodist Church

Siloam, Georgia

Saturday, October 24, 2015 – 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Bert Mathews and
Dr. Francis Ford Officiating



A Celebration of the Life of
William Bluford “Billy” Merritt, Sr.

Saturday, October 24, 2015 – 11:00 a.m.
Prelude                                                                 Neal Dolvin
Processional                                                           Neal Dolvin                      
Welcome                                                       Dr. Francis Ford                                                               
Opening Prayer        Dr. Francis Ford
Opening     Rev. Bert Mathews
Gathering     Rev. Bert Mathews
Scripture     Rev. Bert Mathews
Solo:   “One Day at a Time”                              Neal Dolvin
Eulogy     Rev. Bert Mathews
Poem      Rev. Bert Mathews
Prayer          Dr. Francis Ford
Recessional               Neal Dolvin

Graveside
Siloam Cemetery
Siloam, Georgia

Opening     Rev. Bert Mathews
Commendation    Rev. Bert Mathews
Blessing     Rev. Bert Mathews
Dismissal     Rev. Bert Mathews

The family thanks the many friends and relatives who have 
offered their love, prayers and support.

Twenty-Third Psalm

The Lord is my Shepherd: I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

    He leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the 

    paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the

    shadow of death, I will fear no evil:

    for thou art with me: thy rod and

    thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the 

    presence of mine enemies:

    thou anointest my head with oil:

    my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow

    me all the days of my life: and I will

    dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.



Footprints
One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was 
walking along the beach with the Lord. Across the sky 
flashed scenes from his life. For each scene, he noticed 
two sets of footprints in the sand; one belonging to him, 
and the other to the Lord. When the last scene of his life 
flashed before him, he looked back at the footprints in the 
sand. He noticed that many times along the path of his life 
there was only one set of footprints. He also noticed that it 
happened at the very lowest and saddest times in his life. 
This really bothered him and he questioned the Lord about 
it. “Lord, you said that once I decided to follow you, you’d 
walk with me all the way. But I have noticed that during 
the most troublesome times in my life, there is only one set 
of footprints. I don’t understand why when I needed you 
most you would leave me.” The Lord replied, “My son, My 
precious child, I love you, and I would never leave you. 
During your times of trial and suffering, when you see only 
one set of footprints, it was then that I carried you.”

–Author Unknown
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William Bluford “Billy” Merritt, Sr.,

William Bluford “Billy” Merritt, Sr., age 88, of Siloam, GA passed away 
on Monday, October 19, 2015 at Athens Regional Medical Center.  
Billy was born April 23, 1927 in Augusta, GA to the late George 
Lovett Merritt and Nelle Eberhardt Merritt.  Billy attended school 
in Siloam and  graduated from Greensboro High School in 1944 and 
then attended the University of Georgia.  He entered into the United 
States Navy where he proudly served his country during World War 
II and received an honorable discharge.  Following his time with the 
Navy, he returned home where he helped his mother and father on the 
family dairy farm and continued to operate the farm after their deaths.  
Billy had many hobbies and really enjoyed old guns and tractors, but 
most of all he loved his family and spending time with friends.  He also 
enjoyed woodworking and bird hunting when he was younger.  Billy 
was a member of the American Legion, Farm Bureau, where he was 
president for six years and a founding member of Nathanael Greene 
Academy.
 
He is survived by a son, William Bluford “Chip” Merritt, Jr. of Siloam, 
GA; nieces, Nancy Merritt and Susan Elder, and close friend, Louise 
Jones of Siloam, GA.  In addition to his parents he was preceded in 
death by his wife Dorothy Ann Mathews Merritt in 2003 at which time 
they had been married fifty-seven years; and a brother, Warren George 
Merritt.

Memorial Services will be held Saturday, October 24, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. 
at Siloam United Methodist Church, 111 Church Street, Siloam, GA 
30665 with Rev. Bert Mathews and Rev. Dr. Francis Ford officiating.  
The family will receive friends on Saturday from 10:00 a.m. until time 
for the service at the church.  The family requests that any memorials 
be made in Billy’s memory to  the American Heart Association, P 
O Box 672648, Marietta, GA 30006.  McCommons Funeral Home, 
109 W. Broad St., Greensboro, GA, (706) 453-2626, is in charge of 
arrangements. Visit us at www.mccommonsfuneralhome.com to sign 
the online guest register.


