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A Celebration of the Life of
Mary Ben Boswell Brown

Saturday, August 15, 2015 – 11:00 a.m.                                                                                       

Psalm 23                                                     Rev. Reggie Haslett

Invocation                                               Rev. Reggie Haslett

Scripture Reading                                   Rev. Reggie Haslett
Eccl. 3:1-8, John 11:25-26, Matthew 11:28-30, Rev. 21:1-4                         

Reflections                                                           Gail Haslett
           
Words of Comfort & Message                     Rev. Reggie Haslett

Lord’s Prayer                                                      Congregation

Committal                                               Rev. Reggie Haslett

Benediction                                               Rev. Reggie Haslett

                             

The family thanks the many friends and relatives who have 
offered their love and support.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory,
 for ever and ever.   Amen.



MARY BEN BOSWELL BROWN
August 7, 1923 – August 11 , 2015

Mary Ben Boswell Brown of Penfield, Ga. passed away Tuesday, 
August 11, 2015 at her residence.  Mary Ben was the first of two 
children born to Robert McWhorter and Agnes Boswell.  She spent 
her young years between the family’s homes in Charleston, South 
Carolina and Penfield, Georgia.  Following the accidental death of 
her father, Mary Ben moved with her mother and younger brother, 
Robert M. Boswell, Jr. to Thomson, Georgia where she attended 
school and graduated from Thomson High School. She temporarily 
left Thomson in order to attend college at Virginia Intermont 
College in Bristol, Virginia and Georgia State College for Women in 
Milledgeville, Georgia.

Returning to Thomson from college, she began work but soon met 
and married Heyward Gregg Brown, a young veterinarian who had 
recently joined a Thomson area veterinary practice. While living 
and working in Thomson they would have their only child, Heyward 
Gregg Brown, Jr. Dr. Brown was called to active duty in the United 
States Army and would remain in the service to his country for 
over thirty years. The very early years of her husband’s service 
required Mary Ben to remain in Penfield. With time available and 
her love for education, she was soon teaching kindergarten at the 
Methodist Church in Greensboro. Within a few years Mrs. Brown 
would depart Penfield to accompany then Captain Brown on various 
military assignments in East Africa, The Near East, The Far East, 
and Europe. Included were assignments in the United States with 
an extended tour of duty in Washington, D.C. where again she found 
time for teaching. As time permitted, they would periodically return 
to Penfield where they purchased and restored their antebellum 
home, Yesteryears. Colonel Brown retired from active duty in 1982 
and they returned to Penfield prepared to enjoy retirement.  She was 
a member of the Penfield Presbyterian Church.  

Colonel Brown passed away unexpectedly in early 1984.  Mary Ben 
remained in their home becoming active in local activities involving 
the Greene County Historical Society and the establishment of the 
Greene County Library. Her knowledge of the history of Penfield 
and of the many families who comprised the community earned 
her the unofficial title “Mayor of Penfield” and those seeking local 

Twenty-Third Psalm

The Lord is my Shepherd: I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

    He leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the 

    paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the

    shadow of death, I will fear no evil:

    for thou art with me: thy rod and

    thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the 

    presence of mine enemies:

    thou anointest my head with oil:

    my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow

    me all the days of my life: and I will

    dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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history would often call upon her for information. She possessed 
an enthusiastic love for animals and could often be found out and 
about with her pets. She went on to fully restore and move into 
her Boswell family’s Penfield home. Upon occupying the home she 
named it Goodly Heritage; taken from the passage found in the 
Book of Psalms 16:6. It is in this house where she was born that she 
peacefully departed this life after 92 years.

An insight into Mary Ben’s view on the purpose of her life may be 
gleaned from the small item she placed near the door in each of the 
homes she occupied. It is a small-framed embroidery containing the 
words written by poet Sam Walter Foss. It simply reads:  Lord, Let 
Me Live By The Side Of The Road And Be A Friend To Man. 

Survivors include her only son, Heyward Gregg “Woody” Brown, 
Jr. and his wife Agnes of Penfield, GA; grandchildren, Beth Brown 
Marlow and husband Donald E. Marlow of Essex, Md., Rebecca Lee 
Law and husband Maj. Nicholas B. Law, USMC of Norfolk, Va., 
Holly Anne Brown of Vinnings, Ga.; great grandchildren, Gregg 
Lewis Marlow, Collin  Donald Marlow, and Reagan Catherine 
Marlow all of Essex, Md. and Candler Grace Law, Emory Anne 
Law, and Willoughby Reese Law all of Norfolk, Va., and a number 
of other relatives, two long term caregivers sent to her by the Lord, 
and many good friends.  She was preceded in death by her brother, 
Robert McWhorter Boswell, Jr. of Thomson, Ga.

Graveside Services will be held on Saturday, August 15, 2015 at 
11:00 a.m. at Penfield Cemetery,  1211 Cemetery Road, Penfield, 
GA 30669 with Rev. Reggie Haslett officiating. The family requests 
that any memorials be made to the charity of your choice. The 
family will receive friends Friday night from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m. at McCommons Funeral Home.  McCommons Funeral Home, 
109 W. Broad St., Greensboro, GA, (706) 453-2626, is in charge of 
arrangements. Visit us at www.mccommonsfuneralhome.com to sign 
the online guest register.


