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The Dash
By Linda Ellis

I read of a man who stood to speak
at the funeral of a friend.
He referred to the dates on her tombstone
From beginning…..to the end.

He noted that first came the date of her birth
And spoke with the following date with tears,
but he said was mattered most in life
was the dash between those years.

For that dash represents all the time
that she spent alive on earth
and now only those who loved her
knew what that time was worth.

For it matters not, how much we own,
the cars…the house…the cash.
What matters is how we live and love
and how we spend our dash.

So think about this long and hard;
are there things you’d like to change?
For you never know how much time is left
that can still be rearranged.

If we could just slow down enough
to consider what’s true and real
and always try to understand
the way other people feel.

And be less quick to anger
and show appreciation more
and love the people in our lives
like we’ve never loved before.

If we treat each other with respect
and more often wear a smile…
remembering that this special dash
might only last a little while.

So when your eulogy is being read
with your life actions to rehash
would you be proud of the things they say
about how you spent your dash?
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Prelude                                                                

Processional        “The Old Rugged Cross”         Neal Dolvin

Welcome and Opening Prayer                          Rev. John Pike

Scripture                                                                  Psalm 23                        
                                             
“It Is Well With My Soul”                                      Neal Dolvin                       

Message                                                            Rev. John Pike                    
                                                       
Closing Prayer                                                 Rev. John Pike                                                 

Recessional                  “Just As I Am”                 Neal Dolvin                                                      
 

The family thanks the many friends and relatives who have 
offered their love and support.
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Mary Frances Wiggins Berry
December 17, 1928 – March 31, 2015

 Mary Frances Wiggins Berry, 86, of Atlanta, passed away on March 31, 
2015.  She was born in Cleveland, Ohio on December 17, 1928 to the late 
Henry Wiggins and Isabelle Head Wiggins.
 Frances graduated from Madison County High School in 1945.  She 
married the love of her life, William (Bill) L. Berry, on February 21, 1948.  
They lived in Tucker, Georgia, where they raised three daughters; Libby, 
Tricia and Robin.  Frances enjoyed being a homemaker for many years, 
but once the children were in school, she worked as a secretary to the 
Vice President and General Manager of Perimeter Mall and retired in 
1982.  Upon Bill’s retirement from Southern Bell, he and Frances moved 
to Greensboro, Georgia where Frances took real estate courses and began 
a successful career selling properties on or around Lake Oconee.  She 
loved to entertain family and friends at their lakeside home.  In addition, 
some of her greatest pleasures included traveling the USA and abroad, 
swimming, gardening, playing bridge, reading and volunteering at the 
local library, and taking boat rides with Bill.
 Frances is survived by her loving husband, Bill Berry; daughters Libby 
Churchill and husband Joe of Clayton, New York; Tricia Baker of Atlanta, 
Georgia; Robin Riecke of Atlanta, Georgia; four grandchildren; five great-
grandchildren; sister, Betty Ann Gregg and husband Gene of N.C.; and 
many nieces and nephews.  She was loved by many and will be sorely 
missed.
 A celebration of her life will be held on Saturday, April 4, 2015 from 
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM at Walker United Methodist Church, 2730 Walker 
Church Road, Greensboro, GA 30642  with the Rev. John Pike officiating.  
Interment will be at the Greensboro City Cemetery in Greensboro, Georgia.
 The family would like to extend their sincere thanks to the wonderful 
staff at The William Bremen Jewish Home and Weinstein Hospice for 
providing companionship, care, and love to Frances for many years.
 In lieu of flowers, tax-deductible donations may be made in her 
memory to The Alzheimer’s Association, P.O. Box 96011, Washington, 
DC  20090-6011, by phone 1.800.272.3900 or online at http://www.alz.org/
join_the_cause_donate.asp.  McCommons Funeral Home, 109 West Broad 
St., Greensboro, GA, (706) 453-2626, is in charge of arrangements.  Online 
condolences may be made at www.mccommonsfuneralhome.com. 


