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The Dash

I read of a man who stood to speak
At the funeral of a friend

He referred to the dates on his tombstone 
From the beginning...to the end.

He noted that first came the date of his birth
And spoke the following date with tears,

But he said what mattered most of all
Was the dash between those years.

For that dash represents all the time
That he spent alive on earth...

And now only those who loved him
Know what that little line is worth.

For it matters not how much we own;
The cars...the house...the cash,

What matters is how we live and love
And how we spend our dash.

So think about this long and hard...
Are there things you’d like to change?

For you never know how much time is left,
That can still be rearranged.

If we could just slow down enough
To consider what’s true and real,

And always try to understand
The way other people feel.
And be less quick to anger,

And show appreciation more
And love the people in our lives
Like we’ve never loved before.

If we treat each other with respect,
And more often wear a smile...

Remembering that this special dash
Might only last a little while.

So, when your eulogy is being read
With your life’s actions to rehash...

Would you be proud of the things they say
About how you spent your dash?

                                                         Linda Ellis
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The family thanks the many friends and relatives who have 
offered their love and support.





What Is A Fireman?
He is just like you and me,
Yet he stands taller than most of us.
He is a fireman.
He puts it all on the line
when the bell rings.
A fireman is the most fortunate
and least fortunate of men.
He is a gentle man.
He is a man who appreciates
simple pleasures of life;
-hot coffee held in numb,
unbending fingers
-the camaraderie of brave men,
willing to risk their lives daily
-the divine peace and selfless service
of a job well done.
He doesn’t criticize others or
shout obscenities.
When he marches, it is to
honor a fallen comrade.
He doesn’t preach the
brotherhood of man.  He lives it.
Heaven holds a special place
for our firemen.
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Gerald “Jerry” Schnaedelbach 

Gerald “Jerry” Schnaedelbach, age 87, of the Liberty Community in White 
Plains, Georgia, died Wednesday, July 16, 2014.  Mr. Schnaedelbach was born 
in St. Louis, Missouri on February 20, 1927 to the late Armin Schnaedelbach 
and Jessamyn Ferguson Schnaedelbach.  He graduated from Webster Groves 
High School in Webster Groves, Missouri and earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from the University of Missouri School of Mines and 
Metallurgy.  He proudly served his country in the United States Navy and 
completed courses at submarine school, submarine radar school, and fleet sonar 
school with subsequent duty at sea upon the USS Capitaine (SS 336) followed by 
duty on the USS Trumpetfish (SS 424). He spent the rest of his working career as 
a Civil Service Engineer, Private Pilot, FAA Examiner, Pilot and Ground School 
Instructor, Seaplane and Biplane Pilot, Ski Instructor, and Commercial Captain 
on his own fishing boat.  He moved to Lake Oconee in Greene County 20 years 
ago from Key West, Florida after retiring from Air Florida as a pilot.  Jerry was 
always involved in civic and community affairs; after retiring to Lake Oconee, 
he was the Airport Authority Manager and Fire Chief of Liberty Volunteer Fire 
Department.  He was a dog lover and his many interests included water skiing, 
fishing, hunting, flying, and boating.  In 2004 he received the Greene County 
Citizen of the Year Award from the Greene County Chamber of Commerce. 

He is survived by his children, Peter Schnaedelbach of Houston, David Cook of 
Tampa, Susan Cabanas of Key  West, and Sarah Ryland of Orlando.  Gerald is 
also survived by a sister, Ann Funk of Missouri.  He has thirteen grandchildren, 
Michael Schnaedelbach, Jr., Michelle Bravo, Peter Schnaedelbach, Jr. Kathryn 
Ashleigh Gomez, Marley Johnson, Rebecca Johnson, Kelly Gander, Fred 
Raymond Cabanas, Jr., Rachael Ryland, Paige Ryland, Jill Ryland, Matt Cook 
and Phil Cook.  He also has five great grandchildren, and his beloved dog, Zack.  
He was preceded in death by a son and daughter, Michael Schnaedelbach and 
Kathryn Johnson, and wife Wendy Schnaedelbach. 

A memorial service will be held Wednesday, July 23, 2014 at 12:00 p.m. 
at McCommons Chapel.  McCommons Funeral Home, 109 W. Broad St., 
Greensboro, GA, 706-453-2626, is in charge of arrangements.  Visit us at www.
mccommonsfuneralhome.com to sign the online register.


