
A Homegoing Celebration 
Honoring the Life and Legacy of 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   
 
 
    

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Saturday, January 15, 2022 - 2:30 P. M. 
 

Pleasant Zion Baptist Church 
590 Enterprise Road 

Littleton, North Carolina 27850 
 

Reverend Clinton Boyd, pastor, Officiant 
 

My First Stop: May 15, 1940 | My Last Stop: January 10, 2022 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We just wanted to let you know that we made it home. 
The journey wasn’t an easy one, but it didn’t take too long. 

Everything is so pretty here, so white, so fresh, so new. 
We wish that you could close your eyes, so you could see it too. 

Please try not to be sad for us, try to understand. 
God is taking care of us, we’re in the shelter of His hands. 

Here there is no sadness, and no sorrow, and no pain. 
Here there is no crying, and we’ll never hurt again. 

Here it is so peaceful, when all the angels sing, 
We really have to go for now...we’ve just got to try our wings. 

With Love, 
“Boogie” and “Brenzie” 

 
 

Nieces 

Nephews 
 

With heartfelt thanks,  the family would like to thank you for your acts of kindness shown during their 
hours of bereavement.  We are appreciative of all  calls, prayers, visits and thoughts , which have been a 

source of comfort and strength during these moments.  May God who is able, bless and keep you. 
 

 
 
 

R. H. Greene Funeral Home, Inc. 
109 South Front Street * Warrenton, North Carolina 27589 

Telephone:  (252) 257-2345   Fax:  (252) 257-3034 

“Where Friendly Service Comes First in our Business” 



 

The Musical Prelude   
 
The Processional 
 
The Musical Selection………………………………………………………………………...…………….Elder Leon A. Hargrove 
 
The Holy Scriptures: 
 Old Testament (Proverbs 31: 25-31)…………………………………………….…………….Mrs. Carrie Williams 
 New Testament (John 14:1-6)………………………………………………………....………….Mrs. Ramona Taylor                                                                                                  
 
The Prayer of Comfort………………………………………………………………………...…………………..Mrs. Angela Harris                                                                          
 
The Musical Selection…………………………………………………………………...…………….Sister Gwendolyn Williams 
 
The Expressions of Love: 
 Mrs. Jeanette Boyd, Church 
 Mrs. Loretta Nixon, Family 
 Reverend Wanda Williams-Mack, Family 
 
The Musical Selection………………………………………………………..………………………...Sister Gwendolyn Williams 
 
The Acknowledgements and Obituary Reading………………………………………………...…..Mr. Larry M. Jones, Jr. 
 
The Musical Selection……………………………………………………………...………………………..Elder Leon A. Hargrove 
 
The Eulogy………………………………………………………………………………………………...………….Pastor Clinton Boyd 

 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR IN CHARGE 

 
The Recessional 
 
The Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pleasant Zion Baptist Church Cemetery 
Littleton, North Carolina 



I, Zenobia B. Williams Hopkins was born May 15, 1940 in Warren County, North Carolina to John Owens 
Williams and Gertie Christmas Williams.  I was the fifth of ten children.  I was reared in the fear and ad-
monition of the Lord.  As a young child, I joined the church and was baptized at Greenwood Baptist 
Church in Warrenton.  I learned the Word which gave me joy and maintained throughout my entire life. 
 

I was called “Brenzie” by most and attended the public schools of Warren County and graduated from 
John R. Hawkins High School, Class of 1958.  Shortly after high school, my mom sent me to Newport 
News, Virginia to seek employment, where I worked at a sewing company.  Seeking better opportuni-
ties, I worked in Newport News for a few months, but on a quest to find my high school sweetheart, I 
traveled to Norristown, Pennsylvania and laid eyes on Hurrish “Boogie” Hopkins.  On November 14, 
1958, we were united in Holy Matrimony and blessed our lives with one son and six daughters. 
 

We returned to our roots in Warren County and began establishing our home.  I worked at Americal 
Corporation and Ball Foster Glass Company.  I always believed in working, so after retiring from the 
Glass Plant, I became employed with Warren County Schools as a bus driver for thirteen years.  I joined 
my husband’s church, Pleasant Zion Baptist Church, where I served faithfully and dutifully until my 
health prevented me from working on the battlefield.  I used my spiritual gifts wisely as a member of 
the Usher Board, Senior Choir, Missionary Circle, Deaconess and once as the Church Treasurer.   
 

In my leisure, when not attending church meetings, I would shop, especially in Belk, buying fancy suits 
and mostly, my hats.  My sisters and I were raised by daddy, if we were big enough to wear stockings, 
we need to wear hats.  I enjoyed spending time with my children, grandchildren, sisters and relatives, 
attending family functions, especially our yearly Thanksgiving dinner, and smelling gas - if a car was 
moving, I was in it.  I was blessed with a voice to sing  praises to God, so I used it for his glory, and sung 
not only with the church choir, but also with The Williams Sisters and the Warren County MLK Commu-
nity Choir.  Once, I served as a member of the Eastern Star. 
 

After a lengthy illness and valiant fight, I responded to the call of my Lord; I gracefully gained my wings 
on Monday, January 10, 2022. God dispatched His Angel to my bedside at Maria Parham Medical Center 
and whispered, “To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord”. At that moment, I accepted 
the invitation and took flight, because my body was getting tired.   
 

I am grateful that my memory will forever be cherished by:  one son, Alphonso Owens Hopkins 
(Novella); five daughters, Carol Evans (Kelvin), Diane Baxter (Mario), Faye Wharton, Zenobia Idolf Hop-
kins and Patricia Bennett (Tayshon); eighteen grandchildren and twenty great-grandchildren; five sis-
ters, Freda Alston, Audrey Ferrell (Wilbert), Johnsie Williams (Leonard), Sequence Davis (Donald) and 
Joyce Faye Williams; one aunt, Cora Dean Williams; three sisters-in-law, Oneida Williams, Alvin Alston 
and Carrie Craddox (James); two brothers-in-law, Gillis Hopkins and Richard Hopkins (Ann); nieces and 
nephews raised as my own, Clifton Williams, Carrie Williams, Loretta Nixon, Anthony Williams and An-
gela Harris; a special caretaker, Joyce Shearin; extended family friends, Millicent Hopkins, McCoin 
Brown, Pastor Clinton and Sister Jeanette “Blue Eyes” Boyd, Clara Jones, Bessie Jones and Joyce Carter; a 
plethora of nieces, nephews, cousins, relatives and friends. 
 

I was greeted at Heaven’s gates by: my mommy and daddy, husband, daughter, Gladys Hopkins; great-
grandson, Justin Towns; my two oldest sisters, Marie W. Watson and Barbara W. Hargrove and my only 
two brothers, Owens Harding Williams and Gustavious “Bro” Williams. 
 

I charge you to stay together as a family, carry on our strong foundation and remember, I am watching 
you.  So long for now, I won’t say good-bye, I’ll just see you over in the Gloryland, because I was deter-
mined to see Jesus, and He Welcomed Me, He promised to prepare a mansion, where I would dwell to all 
eternity.   

-Love Always, “Brenzie” 


