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The Prelude 
 

The Processional 
 

The Musical Selection………………...………Bethlehem Praise Team 
 

The Holy Scriptures……….……..Reverend Chiquita Denny Brown 
Associate, Bethlehem Baptist Church 

Wise, North Carolina 
 

The Musical Selection…………….…………..Sister Almeda Wortham 
 

The Prayer of Comfort……………..Reverend Preston Williams, Sr. 
Former Pastor, Bethlehem Baptist Church  

Wise, North Carolina 
 

The Musical Selection……………...….Brother Vincent Johnson, Sr.  
 

The Acknowledgement of Condolences 
 and Obituary………Sister Carol Francine Montague-Davis 
 

The Musical Selection…………..…….….Sister Lyndel Davis-Barnes 
 

The Eulogy………………………...…...…Reverend Kenneth Alexander 
Former Pastor, Locust Grove Baptist Church 

Wise, North Carolina 
 

-FUNERAL DIRECTOR IN CHARGE- 
 

The Musical Selection…………….…………..Bethlehem Praise Team 
 

The Recessional 
 

The Postlude 
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Locust Grove Baptist Church Cemetery 

Wise, North Carolina 
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Family and Friends 

- - 
The family wishes to thank each and everyone for the many 
acts of kindness, prayers, and words of comfort extended to 
them during their time of bereavement. May God continue to 
bless each of you. 
 
 
 
 

 

- -
Loving, Comical, Sweet, Caring and Inspiring are all words that 
describe the life of our Mother, Grandmother, Sister, Aunt and 
Friend – Ann Marie Alexander Shaw.  Ann Marie was born in 
Warren County, North Carolina on August 16, 1929 to the 
parentage of David Alexander and Ann Green Alexander.  At 
the age of ten, her mother died and she was raised in the 
nurturing home with her step-mother, Jessie Alexander. 
 

Ann Marie, who sought Jesus at an early age, was baptized and 
joined the Locust Grove Baptist Church.   
 

She received her education in the public schools of Warren 
County and attended the Warren County Training School, until 
the eleventh grade.   
 

On May 30, 1947, Ann Marie was united in marriage to William 
Shaw, Sr.  Together, they nurtured and cared for their twelve 
children.  After marriage to William, she would often attended 
the Bethlehem Baptist Church. 
 

Being raised in a family with hard work and determination at 
the core, these values were instilled in her and she began 
employment at Americal Corporation in Henderson for many 
years.  Later, she worked at Cochrane Furniture Company in 
Warrenton for many years until her retirement. 
 

Ann Marie loved many things, but had a great love for playing 
BINGO and the DUKE basketball team.  She was given the 
opportunity to attend the wedding of a Duke basketball team 
member, Chris Carrawell, meet Coach K and meeting gospel 
singer, Harvey Watkins of the Canton Spirituals. 
 

Ann Marie loved her family and was loved by all her children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  Proverbs 31 reminds 
us of the virtuous woman, and that was Ann Marie – her 
children arose and called her blessed.  She attended family 
functions and made sure to have a conversation with her 
family and friends in “pig latin”.  
 

Remembering good times, laughs and precious memories are:  
two daughters, Clara Bullock of Manson, North Carolina and 
Barbara Shaw Johnson of Norlina, North Carolina; four sons, 
Charles Shaw of Wise, North Carolina, Dentis Shaw of 
Charlotte, North Carolina, Floyd Shaw of Wise, North Carolina 
and David Shaw (Patricia) and Macon, North Carolina; twenty 
seven grandchildren, forty seven great-grandchildren and 
twelve great-great grandchildren; one daughter-in-law, 
Brenda Shaw of Oxford, North Carolina; two brothers-in-law, 
Andrew Hunt and John Roberts, both of Warrenton, North 
Carolina; a plethora of nieces, nephews, cousins, other 
relatives and friends. 

At the age of 91, on the morning of Tuesday, April 20, 2021, 
God dispatched his angels to her bedside and called this loving 
angel to eternal rest.   
 
In addition to her parents, step-mother and husband, she was 
rejoined at the Heavenly Gates with:  two daughters, Edith 
Talley and Mertis Shaw; four sons, William Shaw, Jr., Lonnie 
Brown, Clarence Shaw and Kenneth Ray Shaw; one grandson, 
Justice Shaw; five brothers, James Louis Hendricks, Alonzo 
Alexander, Thomas “T.J.” Alexander, Milton Alexander and Joe 
Louis Alexander and twelve sisters, Hattie Pearl Alexander, 
Julia Rose Hamilton, Laurie Roberts, Irene Montague, Mary Lou 
Talley, Mattie Hammersham, Lucille Mayo, Vernell Howard, 
Hazel Coleman, Alice Shaw, Juanita Hendricks and Catherine 
Smith. 
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If tomorrow starts without me, and I'm not there to see. 

If the sun should rise and find your eyes all filled with tears for me 
I wish so much you wouldn't cry the way you did today. 
While thinking of the many things we didn't get to say. 

 

I know how much you love me, as much as I love you, 
and each time that you think of me, I know you'll miss me too; 

But when tomorrow starts without me, please try to understand, 
that an angel came and called my name, and took me by the hand 

 

And said my place was ready, in heaven far above, 
And that I'd have to leave behind all those I dearly love. 

But as I turned to walk away, A tear fell from my eye, 
For all my life, I'd always thought, I didn't want to die. 

 

I had so much to live for, So much left yet to do, 
it seemed almost impossible, that I was leaving you. 

I thought of all the yesterdays, the good ones and the bad, 
I thought of all that we had shared, and all the fun we had. 

 

If I could relive yesterday, just even for a while, 
I'd say good-bye and kiss you and maybe see you smile. 

But then I fully realized, that this could never be, 
for emptiness and memories, would take the place of me. 

 

And when I thought of worldly things, I might miss come tomorrow, 
I thought of you, and when I did, my heart was filled with sorrow. 
But when I walked through heaven's gates, I felt so much at home. 

When God looked down and smiled at me, From His great golden throne, 
He said, "This is eternity, and all I've promised you." 

 

Today your life on earth is past, but here life starts anew. 
I promise no tomorrow, but today will always last, 

and since each day is the same way, there's no longing for the past. 
You have been so faithful, so trusting and so true. 

 

Though there were times you did some things, you knew you shouldn't do. 
But you have been forgiven, and now at last you're free. 

So won't you come and take my hand, and share my life with me 
So when tomorrow starts without me, don't think we're far apart, 

for every time you think of me, I'm right here, in your heart. 
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Heaven lit up with a mighty presence, as the Angels all looked down. 
Today the Lord was placing the jewels into my mother’s crown.  

He held up a golden crown, as my darling mother looked on. 
He said in His gentle voice, ‘I will now explain each one.’  

‘The first gem,’ He said, ‘is a Ruby, and it’s for endurance alone, 
for all the nights you waited up for your children to come home.’  

‘For all the nights by their bedside, you stayed till the fever went down. 
For nursing every little wound, I add this ruby to your crown.’  

‘An emerald, I’ll place by the ruby,  
for leading your child in the right way. 

For teaching them the lessons that made them who they are today.’  
‘For always being right there, through all life’s important events. 

I give you a sapphire stone, for the time and love you spent.’  
‘For untying the strings that held them, 

 when they grew up and left home. 
I give you this one for courage.’ Then the Lord added a garnet stone.  

‘I’ll place a stone of amethyst,’  
He said, for all the times you spent on your knees, 
when you asked if I’d take care of your children, 

 and then for having faith in Me.’  
‘I have a pearl for every little sacrifice  
that you made without them knowing. 

For all the times you went without,  
to keep them happy, healthy and growing.’  

‘And last of all I have a diamond, the greatest one of all, 
for sharing unconditional love whether they were big or small.’  

‘It was your love that helped them grow  
Feeling safe and happy and proud 

A love so strong and pure It could shift the darkest cloud.’  
After the Lord placed the last jewel in, 
 He said, ‘Your crown is now complete, 

You’ve earned your place in Heaven with your children at your feet.’  
 

Good Night Mom, We Will See You in the Morning! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, April 24, 2021 
1:00 P. M. 

 

Warren County Middle School 
118 Campus Drive 

Warrenton, North Carolina 27589 
Reverend Kenneth Alexander, Officiating 

 
Alpha: August 16, 1929 | Omega:  April 20, 2021 

 

 


