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Elder Denise Temple, Officiating 
 

The Family Visitation  

  

The Holy Scripture Readings 
 

The Prayer of Comfort 

 

The Musical Selection………………………………….…..….Sister Tonya Merritt 

Sister Penny Thornton 

 

The Words of Comfort…………………..……….Reverend Cheryl Bell-Hyman 

 

The Committal and Benediction 
 

 

We little knew that morning, that God was going to call your name. 
In life we loved you dearly, in death we do the same. 
It broke our hearts to lose you, you did not go alone 

For part of us went with you, the day God called you home. 
You left us precious memories, your love is still our guide, 

And although we cannot see you, you are always by our side. 
Our family chain is broken, and nothing seems the same, 
But as God calls us one by one, the chain will link again. 

 

The family wishes to thank each and everyone for the many acts of 
kindness, prayers, and words of comfort extended to them during their 
time of bereavement.  May God continue to bless each of you. 
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William Henry Merritt was born in Franklin County, North Carolina on 

January 6, 1945 to the union of the late Seth and Earlene Teasley Merritt, 

and was one of their fourteen children.  He quietly departed this earthly 

life and entered eternal rest on Saturday, January 16, 2021 at the Raleigh 

Rehabilitation Center in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
 

Being reared in a Christian home, he learned about Christ and the 

importance of having him as your personal savior.  He accepted Christ and 

joined the United Corinth Christian Church in Youngsville, North Carolina. 
 

William received his formal education in the Wake County Public School 

Systems, and graduated from William Dubois High School in Wake Forest, 

North Carolina in 1966. 
 

As a kid, William was raised up on a farm.  Growing up as kid, people always 

thought that William and James were fraternal twins – when you saw 

William, you saw James.  Those two were inseparable.  As they got older, 

they started their own thing.  William was an all around outgoing guy with 

an awesome personality. 
 

William loved to pull jokes on family members.  He loved the outdoors, 

fishing was his passion.  He self taught himself how to play the piano and 

an excellent artist that loved to draw.  He did all these things until he 

became disabled.  For years, he was employed as a nursing assistant. 
 

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by:  two sisters, Colene 

Thornton and Lois Teasley; two brothers, Ellis Merritt and Kenneth 

Merritt. 
 

Saddened by submitted to God’s will, left to cherish his precious memories 
are:  his wife, Frances Debnam Merritt; two children, William D. Merritt and 
Franshuna Merritt; his step-daughter, Jamisha Alston Cowan (John); seven 
grandchildren who loved Papa because he was the best granddad, Marquis, 
Trey, Shanyia, Amyia, Gregory, Gage and Geremiah; six sisters, Janice 
Squirewell, Angielene Merritt, Lauren Bowie (Glasco), Gertrude Bailey 
(Elmo), Gloria Jones (Clanton) and Sandra Merritt; three brothers, Alonza 
Merritt (Gloria), James Merritt (Clara) and Randy Merritt; an adopted 
brother, Donald Lee Gill (Alberta); his father-in-law, Elonza Lynch, Sr. 
(Pearl); three sisters in law, Jackie Lynch, Joyce Lynch (Keith) and Shirley 
Morgan; three brothers in law, Elonza Lynch, Jr. (Valerie), Walter Morgan 
and David Morgan (Patricia); a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, relatives 
and friends. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ENTRUSTED TO: 

. . , .

109 South Front Street *Warrenton, North Carolina 27589 
Telephone:  (252) 257-2345 * Fax:  (252) 257-3034 

Nathaniel G. Yarbrough, Mortician 
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Do not stand at my grave and weep 
I am not there, I do not sleep. 

I am a thousand winds that blow 
I am the diamond glints on snow. 

I am the sunlight on ripened grain 
I am the gentle autumn rain. 

When you awaken in the morning’s hush 
I am the swift uplifting rush 

Of quiet birds in circled flight. 
I am the soft stars that shine at night 

Do not stand at my grave and cry 
I am not there, I did not die. 

-Love, William 

 

WILLIAM HENRY MERRITT 
       

January 6, 1945                                                            January 16, 2021 
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Sunday, January 24, 2021 
12:00 Noon 

 

R. H. Greene Funeral Home Chapel 
109 S. Front Street 

Warrenton, North Carolina 27589 


