
Celebrating The Life of 

Minister Gregory Irby 
July 13,1962 - November 14, 2020  

Funeral services Saturday November 21, 2020  
Family hour 10:00 am - Funeral 11:00 am  

Unity Temple Church 
17376 Wyoming Ave. 

Detroit MI 48221 
Pastor Steven Staten Officiating 



Obituary  
 Minister Gregory Irby was born on July 13th, 1962, to William Henry Irby Sr. and Blanche Lee 
Irby.  He was next to the youngest of seven children and affectionally called “Greg”.  Greg was 
preceded in death by his parents and his eldest sister Clementine Irby-Jones. 

 Greg was raised on the eastside of Detroit and educated within the Detroit Public School system. 
Greg attended Pingree Elementary, Joy Junior High and Denby High School where he played 
football.  Greg was certified in security operations. 

 Greg held several jobs, Security; Detroit Public Schools Bus Driver; Over the Road and local truck 
driver: GM test car driver until his retirement.   He enjoyed driving, when he was an over the road 
truckdriver he got a chance to see so much of the county and shared stories of what he saw and 
visited family and friends. 

 On August 10th, 1991, while stopped at a red light, Greg met the love of his life, Elizabeth 
Bradford who he lovingly called “Lisa”.  Greg’s pick-up line to Liz was real smooth like, “Do you 
have about 4 hours so I can get to know you?”. Liz said “Yes”, and they have been inseparable ever 
since.  On June 24th, 1995 Gregory & Elizabeth were married.  To this union was added 2 children, 
Chy’vonne & Gregory Caeleb.  On June 24th, 2020 they celebrated their 25th Anniversary – Silver. 
 Greg loved his children unconditionally.  He always stressed to them to “Be all God created you to 
be”.  When they would make bad decisions he would say, “Next time play the tape to the end, don’t 
stop at the good part”!  Greg was proud of Chy’vonne and how she developed into a mature, 
educated, and wonderful mother.  He admired the way Chy’vonne handled difficulty, by holding 
onto her faith and powering through.  Caeleb was the apple of Greg’s eye.  He so proud to have a 
Son and poured everything he had into him.  Spiritually and naturally. They spent quality time 
together and would talk with each other for hours. When Khalil came to Detroit for the summers, 
they had a ball.  Their love for sports solidified their love for each other. 

 Greg loved to laugh, have fun and joke.  Greg’s smile was electric.  Part of his ministry was to put 
a smile on everyone’s face.  Greg loved animals, especially dogs.  Before Greg would make a 
breeding, he would research pedigrees, call around to other breeders; and depending on the breed, 
the dog had to be a certain color, with no faults and look strong.  He also had fish tanks; his favorite 
fish were African Cichlids.  Greg loved animals, he would watch Animal Planet channel for hours 
and could name mostly any animal.  He also was an avid boxing and wrestling fan and he loved to 
go fishing. Last year we chartered a boat and went out on the Detroit River and fished for Walleye, 
he was ecstatic that he had a chance to do that. 

 Minister Gregory began his spiritual journey at Eastside Bethlehem Temple under the leadership of 
Elder Jordan.  Greg was the first baby to placed on the altar at Eastside.  This is where Greg’s 
spiritual foundation was laid.  Greg was baptized in Jesus Name and received the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.  This is also where his love for music was birth.   Greg began playing the organ at home and 
at church.  Greg would go to morning service, an afternoon service, find an evening service, and 
end the day at a concert.  In 2008 Greg joined Unity Temple of the Apostolic Faith under the 
leadership of Pastor Steven Staten, he became the Minister of Music as well as a Sunday School 
Teacher, he loved Sunday School and hearing the word of God preached. 

 On Saturday November 14th, 2020 @ 7:08 am he made his transition from labor to reward to be 
with the Lord.  Gregory leaves to cherish, his loving & dedicated wife Elizabeth Irby; Daughter, 
Chy’vonne Bradford; Son, Gregory Caeleb Irby, One Sister Edith Sullivan (Lloyd), Three Brothers, 
William Henry Irby Jr., Cornelius Irby (Cynthia), Timothy Irby (Deborah) of Tennessee.  One 
Grandson Khalil Smith and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friend 



Order of Service 

Processional Song          Total Praise              Eric Deon Taylor


Mistress of Ceremony                    Pastor Johnnie Mae Tolbert


Scripture                          Old Testament                     Ron Irby                

                                         Psalms 1

                                         

                                         New Testament          Lloyd  Sullivan     

                                         Romans 8:35-39


Prayer                                                       Pastor Willie Murphy


Song                                When I see Jesus           Amy Brown


Acknowledgements and Obituary             Dr. Pamela Bradford


Special Remarks                              Bishop Shedrick Clark Sr.      

                                             Clinton Street Bethlehem Temple

                                 

                                                                 Pastor Willie Murphy     

                                                      Eastside Bethlehem Temple


Special Tribute                                          Gregory Caeleb Irby


Song                              I Shall Wear a Crown        Amy Brown


Eulogy                                                     Pastor Steven Staten


Song                               Forever                     Eric Deon Taylor


Recessional




 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

My Husband Greg, 
Thank you for your endless love that will help me through each day and 
thank you for the memories that will never fade away.  You are the man I 
love, and I am proud to be your wife, and every day in some small way I 
will celebrate your life.  As long as memories last, you will stay in my 
heart. 

Love You always, Lisa (Boo) 

Dad/Pawpaw, 
Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure…You are loved beyond 
words and will be missed beyond measure.  Until we meet again. 

Thank You, Chy’vonne & Khalil 

Dad, 
You held my hand when I was small, you caught me when I fell, the hero 
of my childhood, and latter years as well.  Every time I think of you my 
heart just fills with pride, and though I will always miss you Dad, you are 
always by my side.  In laughter and in sorrow in sunshine and rain, I know 
you are watching over me, until we meet again. 

Your Son, Gregory 

Greg, 
I am going to miss you my brother, for you were also my best friend!  I 
love you.  

Brother – Cornelius 

Uncle Greg, 
We love you Uncle Greg, and we are going to miss you! 

Nephews - DuJaun & Chris 



 

Uncle Greg, 
I could always call you to get a laugh, ask about a dog, and even my fish. 
 This was not what we expected, wanted, dreamed of, or wished.  Words 
cannot explain the built-up pain within my heart.  You left without saying 
goodbye and that is what tares me apart!  For it is God will.  I understand 
as now you are free.  I love you; I will miss you.  Please kiss my mama for 
me! 

Your Neice, Alindria (Lynn) & Reggie 

Great Uncle Greg, 
You were always funny and truly kind to us.  We will miss you a lot! 

Love Andre, Alijah & Alayla 

To my Uncle Greg, 
I am going to miss you dearly; you were a Great Uncle.  Through the bad 
times & good times it seemed as though we were always there for each 
other.  You would always uplift, encourage, and teach me and always 
pushed me to be better.  My Uncle you were one of the funniest men alive, 
so many funny memories.  I always thought I was your lil’ ride or die 
when we were younger, threatened to not say a word to Grandma Irby 
about our whereabouts.  I learned & I learned quick.  I am going to miss 
you Uncle Greg, but Thank You for being a Great Man.  I love you for 
always being you! 

Love Noonie – (Rhonda) 



Pallbearers 
Reginal Matthews                                    Andre Jones 
Christopher Irby                                      DuJuan Irby 

Honorary Pallbearers 
Timothy Irby                                        Cornelius Irby 
William Henry Irby                              Jerry Bradford 
Leonard Schwartz                                  Allen Walker 

Flower Bearers 
Family & Friends 

Arrangements Entrusted to  
New McFall Brothers Funeral Home 

12530 E. Seven Mile Rd 
Detroit, MI 48205 
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May God bless each of you 
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