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It is with grateful appreciation that we extend our 
sincere thanks to all for your presence, prayers, 
flowers, calls, visits, expression of love, messages of 
comfort, and all the other deeds of kindness, extended 
to us, during the passing of our loved one Russell Lee 
Butler, Sr. May God's grace and mercy continue to 
shine upon each of you and may He forever keep you in 
His care.
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I'm Free
Don't grieve for me,

for now I'm free
I'm following the path

God laid for me.
I took His hand

when I heard Him call;
I turned my head and left it all.

I could not stay another day,
to laugh, to love,
to work or play.
Task left undone

must stay that way;
I found my peace

at the close of day.

If my parting has left a void,
The fill it with remembered joy.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss;
Ah yes, these things, I too will miss.
Be not burdened with times of sorrow
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life's been full, I savored much;
Good friends, good times, a loved ones touch.
Perhaps my time seems all to brief;
Don't lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me,
God wanted me now, He set me free.



Order of Service

Clergy and Family Processional

Scripture Readings:

Old Testament
New Testament

Prayer of Comfort.................................Reverend Sherry Sutton
Union Hill Missionary Baptist Church

Autryville, NC

Remarks (please limit to 2 minutes)

Acknowledgements/Obituary..............Sister Gwendolyn Smith

Solo......................................................Reverend Sherry Sutton

Eulogy......................................................Pastor Milton Murray
Union Hill Missionary Baptist Church

Autryville, NC

Remembering Russell Obituary

 Russell Lee Butler, Sr., better known as Butler, son of the 
late Fermond and Lola Butler; made his mark on this earth when he 
was born on Wednesday, January 21, 1948 in Sampson County, 
North Carolina.

 Russell was educated in the Sampson County Public 
Schools System, graduating from Charles E. Perry High School in 
Roseboro, North Carolina. Having a desire to not work in the 
"fields" or in a "factory", it was during this time that he started to 
venture into barbering. He attended Harris Barber College in 
Raleigh, North Carolina and became a licensed barber; crafting a 
lifetime career that lasted for over 52 years, doing a skill that he 
loved.

 He was married to the lovely Patricia Ann Williams and 
from that union they were blessed with two sons: Russell Lee 
Butler, Jr. and Rex Antonio Butler.

He was the essence of the meaning of a "true friend". Over the 
years of being a barber he met a multitude of customers. Some of 
those customers became lifetime friends, while others became like 
family.

 Russell was not afraid to take risk; he had a love for speed 
and fast cars. He lived life to the fullest; he did not let anything, or 
anyone hold him back.

 On Sunday, December 12, 2021, Russell transitioned 
unexpectedly from this earthly life into eternal life. In addition to 
his parents, he was preceded in death by his sister Yvonne Morgan 
and one brother Anthony Butler. He leaves to mourn and cherish 
fond memories: two sons, Russell Lee Butler, Jr. of Raleigh, NC; 
Rex Antonio Butler of Roseboro, NC; and one daughter Tonya 
(Clarence) Brandon of Clinton, NC, his five grandchildren: Cody, 
Courtney, Jayhlin, Mekhi and Sonia; one sister Bernice (Troy) 
Smith of Autryville, NC, three brothers Bobby Butler of Godwin, 
NC, Fermond (Alice) Butler of Godwin, NC, and Linwood Butler 
of Fayetteville, NC; a host of nieces, nephews, other relatives and 
friends, including his special friend Ella Innocent of Fayetteville, 
NC.

He will truly be missed!

Interment
Mt. Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church

Clinton, North Carolina
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