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Order of Service

MusicalPrelude

Processional
Clergy and Family

Scripture Readings
Old Testament - Psalm 23

New Testament - John t4:1,-6

Prayer
Pastor or Appointee

Congregational Song
Jeannie Hunter

Family Tribute and Video Presentation
Anita Louise Crawford Clark

Margaret Washington

Acknowledgements/Resolutions
Marie Owens

Congregational Song
Jeannie Hunter

Expressions of Love (Remarks)
Deacon Minor Washington, Jr.

Lenora Washington
Rev. Tillman Wade, Jr.

Musica! Selection
For Your Glory

lndia LeMasters and Family

Celebration Message
Author C. Jones, Jr., Pastor

Parting View

Recessional / Musical postlude



Obituary

Rawland Melvin Crawford, Sr., was born on December 3, 1936 in
Minden, Louisiana, to Albert and Onita (Cobb) Crawford. Rawland
was one of eight children (7 boys and I girl) born to Albert and Onita
Crawford. Onita was a member and usher of Mt. Calm Missionary
Baptist Church, where Rawland was baptized. Rawland was very
close to his mother, spending much of his spare time helping her
around the house. Like some of his siblings, he worked as a caddy at
an upscale golf club to earn money for his school clothes and other
essentials. Rawland attended North Webster High School.

During 1950s, many young black men from the South enlisted the
military to escape racism. Rawland followed this trend and enlisted in
the United States Navy on March I 8, 1955, at the age of seventeen.
He spent some of his time on the USS Pollux (AKS-4) deployed in the
West Pacific. Following his time in the Navy, Rawland moved to
Sacramento, California, where his older brother Willie lived with his
wife Joyce. It was through his sister-in-law, Joyce, that he was
introduced to Janie Louise Washington. In August of 1960, he was
united in matrimony to Janie in a small ceremony in the home of her
Aunt Bertha and Auntie Otelia. To this union four children were born,
Angela, Rawland, Jr., Anita, and Lorie. Rawland Sr. joined the usher
board of First Baptist Tabernacle Church in l96l , were Janie's family
were founding members.

Rawland was raised to have a stellar work ethic, which was likely
only enhanced by his time in the Navy. Along with Janie's cousin,
Robert Jackson and family friend, Joe Giles, Rawland attended
Consumes River College using the GI Bill. Later, he worked for
Libby, McNeill & Libby cannery (Libby's) on Alhambra Blvd.,
Sacramento, CA. He also worked for the State of California
Department of Motor Vehicles, before landing a coveted position with
Rice Growers Association in West Sacramento. Of all the jobs
Rawland held, the job he loved most was that of taking care of his
family, especially his children, whom he referred to affectionately as

his babies.



Rawland was a true family man in many ways. He enjoyed being

around the house, where he could be found cleaning, mowing the lawn

on weekends, working in the flowerbed, or cooking one of his favorite

meals. He was impeccably neat and clean, and despite having four
children running around the house, he kept the Crawford home neat as

a pin. Rawland and Janie's home was always open and it was often
filled with the love and laughter of family, friends and neighborhood

children. When Rawland would get paid on Fridays, he would take his

children, and often several neighborhood children to their favorite

hamburger stand, Munch Munch. Although he would always tell his

children, when on the way to the store, "l'm letting you know from the

get go, I'm not buying you anything", they always made out like
bandits with handfuls of penny candy or a toy or two. These trips to

the store were frequent, usually two or three trips in one day. This was

a real treat for his kids.

Rawland enjoyed spending time with his friends and co-workers at a

few nearby parks such a McClathy Park. But his favorite place outside

of his home was a lighthearted cultural spot on Broadway known as

"the log", a place where working men would gather in their spare

time to reminisce, joke, play dominoes, or just enjoy a relaxing time

together. To know Rawland was to know that he was a very
fashionable, dapper dresser, who always looked as if he just stepped

out of GQ magazine. His heart was a big as his laugh and smile' He

was simply a wonderful person to be around. He was generous and

always willing to lend a helping hand to anyone in need.

Even after his and Janie's marriage ended, and she re-married, they

remained close friends. Always recognizing their bond, Janie and

Rawland took trips to Reno together and enjoyed time spent together
with their grandchildren. During the last year of Janie's life, Rawland

visited her every day. When she passed in 2002, he felt her loss very

deeply. Rawland also had a long-fime relationship with Mattie

Holmes and was like a stepfather and grandfather to her children and

grandchildren. He and Mattie also remained friends until she passed

in 2015. They both relished the extended time they were able to
spend back home in Louisiana. Rawland especially enjoyed these

extended trips home to Minden to spend time with family and

friends. Watching classic Westerns was always a favorite pastime of
his, and he loved talking about his time in the Navy.



Rawland's loving son. Rawland Crawford. Jr., predeceased him in
June of 2008. Rawland Crawford, Sr., is survived by his three
daughters. Angela Crawford of Sacramento, CA. Anita Louise
Crawford Clark (Darrel Clark) of Rancho Cordova, CA" and
Margaret "Lorie" Crawford Lumpkins (Jo'el Lumpkins) of Elk
Grove, CA; eight grandchildren, lndia (David) LeMasters, Tashia
Clark, Jo'el Lumpkins, Jr., Alisa Thomas. Jhalen Lumpkins, J'Son
Lumpkins, Shari Janie Marie Crhwford, and Janie Rose Clark; four
great-grandchildren, Alayah and Michaelah Mazyek, London and
Kai LeMasters. He is also survived by two brothers, Dianna
Crawford of Sibley, LA, Willie (Joyce) Crawford of Sacramento"
CA; one sister, Joan (Walter) Richardson of Carson, CA. He is also
survived by his sister-in-law, Dr. Margaret Washington of Ithica,
NY his brothers-in-law, John (Cynthia) Washington of New
Orleans, LA., Minor (Elinor) Washington, Jr. of Mather, CA, and
Clifford A. Washington of Sacramento, CA. Rawland is also
survived by numerous of nieces, nephews and cousins.

Rawland was preceded in death by his children's mother, Janie L.

Washington Crawford Gray; his parents Albert and Onita
Crawford; four brothers, John Crawford, Roland Crawford, Jimmy
Crawford and Billy Crawford, and his newphew, James Bryant
Creel.

Janie, Rawlund, Sr,, Sandy, Lorie, Anita & Angie
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rtiiwland 5r.,, oiiil Rawland ir. - 2001

The Crawfords - 1969-70

Rawland and fanie looking stylish as always



Rawland - 2016 Rawlund in Navy - 1955

Rawland with his brothers and sister



ACKNOWLEDGEMtrNTS

The family of Rawland M. Crawford, Sr., would like to express their
sincere gratitude for every act of kindne ss and expression of sympathy via
cards, letters, flowers, food, visits and prayers. A special thanks to Pastor
ArthurJones,Jr., and First BaptistTabernacle Church for their love and
support during this,difficult time. May God richly bless each of you.

PALLBEARtrRS

John Jackson
Kenneth Jackson
Jhalen Lumpkins

Clifford Washington
David LeMasters
Darrel Clark
Obige Smith
Gilbert Smith
Robert Jackson

HONORARY PALLBtrARERS

Jo'el Lumpkins
Chris Lumpkins

J'Son Lumpkins

John Washington
Willie Crawford
Dianna Crawford
Charlie Smith
Broderick Crar,ford
Standford McDaniels

F'UNtrRAL SE,RVICES PROVIDED BY
Thompson Rose Chapel

3601 5th Avenue
Sacramento,CA95877

INTERMENT
Sacramento Va11ey National Cemetery

5801 Midway Road
Dixon, CA

REPASS
Reception for family and friends to be held at First Baptist Tabernacle
Church Fellowship Hall following the Interment.


