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Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me, put it into practice.  

And the God of peace will be with you.  Philippians 4:9 

 



Obituary 
Naomi “Mamma” Green, a faithful women of God, transitioned to be with 

the Lord peacefully in her sleep on Tuesday, March 3, 2020.  She was born 

on October 10, 1939 in Sumter, South Carolina to the late Clarence and 

Maggie Rufus.  She was preceded in death by both parents and three 

siblings: Sheila, Clarence, Jr, and Clayton. 

 

A few years after her birth, the family relocated to Baltimore, Maryland and 

they were one of the first families to move into the Gilmore Projects.  Naomi 

grew up on the “Westside” and was educated in the Baltimore City Public 

School System.  She develop a love for singing and regularly sang at the Q 

Social Club and the Royal Theater on the historic Pennsylvania Avenue 

during the 60’s. Her beautiful soprano voice was recognized around town 

culminating with her receiving the 1st place award at the 1971 WJZ talent  

showcase. 

 

Naomi gave her life to Christ in the early 1970’s at St Paul Baptist Community 

Church where she met and married the love of her life, Reverend Willie 

Green, Sr. in March of 1976. Naomi was a homemaker and a virtuous 

women of integrity.  She raised seven wonderful children and open her 

home and heart to dozens more. Taking care of children and singing the 

songs of Zion were her ministries.  She truly was everyone's “Mamma”.  In 

addition, Mamma loved watching westerns, cooking and being surrounded 

by her family,  

 

Naomi faithfully followed her husband and worked in the vineyard of 

multiple churches in which he pastored including Ever-Ready Baptist 

Church, Old Landmark Baptist Church, Cannon Missionary Baptist Church 

and Open Door Christian Church. 

 

Mamma leaves to mourn and cherish her beautiful memories: Husband: 

Reverend Willie Green, Sr.; daughters: Patricia Lewis (Derrick), Kandel Berry 

(Kevin), Judy Jones (Johnny), Terry Laughinghouse (David), Sandy Byrd; 

sons: William Smith (Diane) and Will Green, Jr. (Ashley); sisters: Hermina Rufus 

and Marsha Rosebrough and many grandchildren, great grandchildren, 

nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.  

 



Order of Service 
Musical Prelude 

 

Processional: Clergy & Family 
 

Invocation 
 

Hymn of Comfort:  Blessed Assurance 
 

Old Testament Scripture Reading: 

Minister Ed McKoy 
 

New Testament Scripture Reading:  

Pastor Eddie Pennix | Open Door Baptist Church 
 

Musical Selection:  Stanley Baker 
 

Prayer of Consolation: 

Pastor Art Cavanaugh | New Hope Baptist Church 
 

Musical Selection:  Imogene Pannell | “He Touched Me”  
 

Acknowledgements:  Kandel Berry 
 

Silent Reading of the Obituary 
 

Sermonic Selection:  Will Green, Jr. 
 

Eulogy 

Reverend Ricky White 

Union Baptist Church, Palmyra, VA 
 

Benediction:  Reverend Ricky White 
 

Recessional: When We All Get to Heaven 

When Tomorrow Starts Without Me  
When tomorrow starts without me, please try to understand,  

that an angel came and called my name, and took me by the hand.   

The angel said my place was ready, in heaven far above,  

and that I'd have to leave behind all those I truly loved.  

But when I walked through heaven's gates, I felt so much at home,  

for God looked down, smiled at me, and told me "Welcome Home."  

So when tomorrow starts without me, don't think we're far apart,  

for every time you think of me, I'm right there in your heart. 

Love,  Mamma 



 

Professional services entrusted to: 

Bruce & Stiff Funeral Home, Ltd. | 1121 Old Courthouse Road | Appomattox, VA  24522 

Program designed by:  Widow’s Peak Graphics | 410-440-9898 

The family wishes to acknowledge with deep appreciation the many expressions of 

love, concern and kindness shown to them during their hour of bereavement.  

Special thanks to Mamma’s caretakers Gail Jenkins and Maricca “Bugg” Jones  

for their loving care that they provided. May God bless and keep you! 
 

The Green Family 

 

God looked around His garden 

And found an empty place. 

He then looked down upon the earth 

And saw your tired face. 

He put his arms around you 

And lifted you to rest. 

God’s garden must be beautiful 

He always takes the best. 

He saw the road was getting rough 

And the hills were hard to climb, 

So He closed your weary eyelids 

And whispered "Peace be thine". 

It broke our hearts to lose you 

But you didn’t go alone, 

For part of us went with you 

The day God called you home. 


