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Willie Earl Sanders 
 

For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, 

an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  2 Corinthians 5:1 
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501 Elm Street  Sweeny, Texas 
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Active Pallbearers 
Marszell Adams  Lion Neal Bess  Jeff Clark  Troy Davidson 

Lawrence Richo  Byron Sanders  Rodney Sanders  Robert Thomas 

 

 
Honorary Pallbearers 

Gary Epps  Garrett Epps  Delwin Johnican  Robert Jordan  Jarvis Jones 

Shannon Duncan  Curtis Sanders, Jr.  Van Malone, Jr. 

 
 
 

Expressions of Gratitude 
It is with sincere appreciation and heartfelt gratitude that we express our thanks 

for the acts of kindness that warmed our broken hearts; for flowers that added a 

touch of beauty to a setting that was full of gloom, for your prayers that carried 

us through this time of sadness and for the food that nourished our bodies.  

May God continue to bless you and continue to pray for us.  We would like to 

extend special thanks to Bro. George McKnight, Hair Illusions by Chelle, 

Sweeny District Willing Workers, Third Street Church of Christ, Sweeny Lions 

Club, and Candy Twist Balloon Bar and Events. 

 

The Family 
 

 

Final Arrangements Entrusted To 

Dixon Funeral Home 
1211 South Brooks 

Brazoria, Texas  77422 
(979) 798-9113  www.dixonfuneralhome.com 

“Service is More Than Just A Word With US” 

Programs created by Dale Griggs  

(979) 240-4745  ddjsgriggs@sbcglobal.net 

Our Gift 
January 28, 1948 
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July 24, 2019 
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Obituary 
Willie Earl Sanders was born in Sulphur Springs, Texas to the late Floyd and Izora Sanders 

on January 28, 1948. He had seven siblings: Felton Finney, Floyd B. Sanders, Jr., Darnetta 

Duncan, Dorothy Martin, Geraldine Malone, Curtis “Joe Boy” Sanders and Paul Sanders. He 

graduated from Douglas High School in 1967.  

 

In 1971, Willie started working for the Dow Chemical Company Texas Division in Freeport, 

Texas alongside his good friend Thomas “Sac” Lemon. He later received a Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Electrical Engineering from Prairie View Agricultural & Mechanical 

College in 1973 and has been a proud PV Panther Alumni since then.  He retired from Dow 

in 1998 after 28 years of service.  

 

Willie and Lottie were married for 44 wonderful years and resided in the Brazoria Mims 

Community. When he wasn’t lounging with Lottie affectionally called “LaLa” he took pride 

in being the father to three daughters: Deltry, Erica, and LaSandra and four grandchildren: 

Delwin, Letra, Garrett and Kennedy. Willie truly enjoyed calling to provide life advice, words 

of wisdom and sending weekly emails and text messages to the family. 

 

When Willie wasn’t doing yard work or computing, you could find him serving his church 

and community. He was a devoted member of the Third Street Church of Christ in Sweeny, 

Texas where he served as an Associate Minister, Sunday School Teacher, and Treasurer. 

Willie had a long history of service to the community. He served on the Board of Directors 

of B.C.T.H.I. (Brazoria County Transitional Housing, Inc), a nonprofit organization for 

assisting Homeless Veterans, served as a mentor at Sweeny Jr. High School, was a member of 

the Sweeny District Willing Workers, and for more than 20 years was a proud member of 

the Sweeny Lions Club and Lions Club International. He also served as the Sweeny Lions 

Club President, Treasurer, and on the Board of Directors. Willie also worked on the Brazoria 

County Democratic Party Executive Committee as Precinct Chair for Precinct 14 and was re-

elected for a 4-year term as Section 1 Director for the Brazoria County Drainage District 

#11.  

 

He is preceded in death by his parents Floyd B. Sanders, Sr. and Izora Sanders and brothers 

Felton Finney and Floyd B. Sanders, Jr.  

 

Loving memories will be cherished by his wife Lottie Jones Sanders; three daughters, Deltry 

Epps (Gary), Erica Jordan (Robert),  LaSandra Sanders; two brothers, Curtis “Joe Boy” 

Sanders, Sr. (Frankie), Paul Sanders (Claudie); three sisters, Darnetta Duncan, Dorothy 

Martin, Geraldine Malone (Van, Sr.); four grandchildren Delwin Johnican, Letra Johnican, 

Garrett Epps, and Kennedy Jordan; and a host of nieces, nephews, other relatives and 

friends. 
 

 



Order of Service 
 

Processional ......................................................... Clergy, Pallbearers, and Family 

 

Congregational Song ............................................................. Bro. Byron Sanders 

 

Scripture Readings 

Old Testament .................................................................. Bro. John Whitley 

New Testament ................................................................ Bro. John Whitley 

 

Prayer of Comfort ................................................................... Bro. Devin Lemon 

 

Congregational Song ............................................................. Bro. Byron Sanders 

 

Special Remarks ................................................................... Two Minutes Please 

Third Street Church of Christ ................................... Bro. George McKnight 

Sweeny Lions Club ................................................................. Lion Neal Bess 

Sweeny District Willing Workers .................................. Bro. Troy Davidson 

Brazoria County Drainage District #11 .......................... Bro. Mark Ducroz 

The Sanders Family ....................................................... Sis. Dorothy Martin 

 

Congregational Song ............................................................. Bro. Byron Sanders 

 

Eulogy ....................................................................................... Bro. Paul Sanders 

 

Recessional ............................................. Clergy, Pallbearers, Family and Friends 

 

 
 

And He Shall Rest at 
Mims Cemetery 
Brazoria, Texas 

 
 

Repast will be held at  Greater Mount Zion Event Center 
6437 FM 521 Road  Brazoria, Texas 

 

 

For Dad 
So rare was a Dad like you. 

Your loving smile, and gentle laugh,  

made all the difference in our day. 

Your endless wisdom, and timeless advice,  

always helped us find our way. 

In you there was no equal,  

you were in a class all your own. 

And because of all, the love you gave us,  

we’ll never be alone. 

It’s an honor to have known you,  

to have shared stories and dreams. 

We’ll always think of you smiling,  

no matter how tough life seems.   

You’re special beyond compare, your heart so kind 

and true.   

We are so fortunate that the Lord blessed us  

with a Dad like you.  

Love,  

Robert, Erica, and Kennedy Jordan 

Our Love for You 

There are things we cannot measure, like 
the depths of waves and sea and the 

height of stars in heaven and the joy you 
brought to us.  Like eternity’s long end-

lessness and the sunset’s Golden hue, 
there is no way to measure the love we 

have for you. 
Your Brothers and Sisters. 

Darnetta, Dorothy, Geraldine,  

Joe Boy, and Paul 



Until We Meet Again 
Those special memories of you 

will always bring a smile 

If only I could have you back 

for just a little while 

Then we could sit and talk again,  

just like we used to do. 

You always meant so very much 

and always will too. 

The fact that you’re no longer here 

will always cause me pain, 

But you’re forever in my heart  

until we meet again. 

Love you always, 
Lottie “LaLa” 

I Will Miss You 
Trying to find the words to summarize our relationship 

was a true challenge. Words seem so feeble in 

moments like these. Life is so precious and death, such 

a thief. You were always my encourager when doubt 

set in. You showed pride for me when I couldn’t see 

for myself. Those long speeches you give would make 

me roll my eyes. But now those same words will be 

memories forever. There’s a piece of you left in each of 

us. Thank you for being my father and friend. I thank 

God for every second I was able to spend with you. 

But now you’re gone to your heavenly home rest on, 

your spirit lives on. 

Love, 

Deltry “Deputy Dog” 

I am part of the flower growing there, 

I am part of the birds flying high in the air, 

Everything flows from just one Source, 

A giant River of Life—a Force 

As all the rivers connect to the sea, 

There is a connection to the sea, 

There is a connection ‘tween God and me. 

Creator of this Universe vast, 

A Universe that will forever last, 

And even tiny specks like me 

Will live forever—eternally free. 

Willie 

An Awakening 

God saw that you were getting weary, 

He did what He thought was best; 

He came and stood beside you, 

And whispered, “Come in and rest.” 

You bade no one a last farewell, 

Not even a goodbye. 

You were gone before we knew it, 

And only God knows why. 

Dad, you were my first love, biggest cheerleader and the 

greatest encourager.  I will truly miss you! 

I’ll end this as we normally did by saying one last time, 

“You will always be my sunshine on a rainy day.” 

Love, 

LaSandra “LaLa” 

Grandpa, we weren’t ready yet but we know this 

was God’s will. Thank you for being one of our 

father figures and greatest encourager! We’ll cherish 

all the life tips and advice you gave, our stove-

cooked popcorn, late night snacks, scoops of 

buttered pecan ice cream and all the laughs we 

shared.  

We Love You,  

Delwin, Letra, & Garrett 


