
The Order of Worship 
 

Prelude Music                                                               Mr. Burnette 
 

The Word of Grace                                                        Rev. Ledford 
 

The Greeting                                                                 Rev. Ledford 
 

Special Music          How Great Thou Art                   Mr. Caulder 
 

Prayer                                                                            Rev. Ledford 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray.  
All: Eternal God, we praise you for the great company of all those who have 
finished their course in faith and now rest from their labor. We praise you for 
those dear to us whom we name in our hearts before you. Especially we praise 
you for Martin, whom you have graciously received into your presence. To all 
of these, grant your peace. Let perpetual light shine upon them; and help us so 
to believe where we have not seen, that your presence may lead us through our 
years, and bring us at last with them into the joy of your home not made with 
hands but eternal in the heavens; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading                                               Isaiah 40:1~8 
Psalm 23 (All) 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he 
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table 
before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my 
cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
  

Special Music          It is Well with My Soul                Mr. Caulder 
 

New Testament Reading                                 2 Corinthians 4:5~18 
 

Witness                                                                         Rev. Ledford 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving                                               Rev. Ledford                               
 

*Dismissal with Blessing                                              Rev. Ledford 
 

Postlude                                                                        Mr. Burnette 
 

Service of Committal                               Hopewell Church Cemetery 
 

*Standing as you are able 

 
The Obituary  

 

William Martin McSwain was born June 
1, 1940 in Anson County, NC a son of the late 
Lester Claude McSwain and the late Virginia 
Hazel Tucker McSwain. He passed away 
Wednesday, October 24, 2018 at his home. He was 
78. 

He was a retired teacher with Anson 
County Schools for 27 years, having taught, math, 
science, biology and drivers education. He was a 
life-long member of Hopewell United Methodist 

Church. 
He was also a farmer and a beekeeper, being well-known for 

gathering the honey. Martin also authored three books about genealogy, 
Hopewell history, and veterans, one of which is registered in the Library of 
Congress. 

He was very proud of his ancestry and was a direct descendant of 
David McSwain who was of the McSwain clan of the Highlands and Isles of 
Scotland. David McSwain, Highlander, emigrated from the Isle of Skye, 
Scotland to America aboard the ship Snow Louther in the year 1730. The boat 
both he and his family were on, sailed from Rotterdam, Holland, landing in 
Philadelphia, PA in 1731, a seven month ocean voyage. 

The McSwain family would later move to Virginia where they lived 
for many years prior to moving to North Carolina, settling first in Cleveland 
County and then in Stanly County.  The family recognized great beauty in the 
wilderness and mountains of North Carolina. To them, the passage from the 
Bible, “I will lift up mine eyes to the hills whence my help comes”, took a 
special meaning. 

 



Surviving are his daughters and son-in-law, Anne and Scott Jones 
and Lynette McSwain of Polkton; his grandchildren, Airyn Jones and Nathan 
McSwain; his brother and sister-in-law, Leonidas and Susie McSwain of 
Polkton; his sister and brother-in-law, Ann and Larry Caudle of Polkton and 
friend, Charlotte Treadaway of Wadesboro. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Hopewell United 
Methodist Church, c/o Susie McSwain, 424 Pork Rd., Peachland, NC 28133. 

 
Those Leading in Worship 

 
Rev. Patrick Ledford ~ Pastor 
Mr. Lance Burnette ~ Pianist 

Mr. Ken Caulder ~ Soloist 
 

Serving as Pallbearers 
 

Benjy Brasington, III Tim Carpenter 
                  Matt Davis                    Derek James 
                  Darrell Ratliff                    Gene Wall 

 
 

The family of 

William Martin McSwain 
Acknowledges with heartfelt appreciation the many acts of love 

and kindness shown them during their time of bereavement 

 
 

Services By 
Leavitt Funeral Home 

2036 Morven Road 
Wadesboro, North Carolina  

Service Since 1914 

 

A Service of Death and Resurrection 
 

William Martin McSwain 
 

 

 
11:00AM 

Saturday, October 27, 2018 
Hopewell United Methodist Church 

Peachland, North Carolina 

 


