
The Order of Worship 
 

Prelude                                                               Mrs. Carolyn Murdock, Pianist 
 
The Gathering 
 
Processional Hymn # 526   What a Friend We Have in Jesus      Congregation 
 
The Word of Grace and Greeting 
 
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
All:   Eternal God, we praise you for the great company of all those who have 
finished their course in faith and now rest from their labor. We praise you for 
those dear to us whom we name in our hearts before you. Especially we praise 
you for Joyce, whom you have graciously received into your presence. To all of 
these, grant your peace. Let perpetual light shine upon them; and help us so to 
believe where we have not seen, that your presence may lead us through our 
years,    and bring us at last with them into the joy of your home not made 
with hands but eternal in the heavens; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Worship in Song                                                   I Was Born to Serve the Lord 
 
Reading of Holy Scriptures                                       Romans 8 (Selected Verses) 

Psalm 121 (In Unison) 
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. 
     My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth. 
He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber. 
     Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. 
     The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. 
     The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time 
forth, and even for evermore. 
 
Old Testament Reading                Proverbs 31 Selected Verses 

 
A Time of Reflection    “Re~Joyce in a Life Well Lived”        Mr. Ken Caulder 
 

Worship in Song             Too Much to Gain to Lose / We Shall Behold Him 
 
Dismissal with Blessing 
 
Recessional Hymn # 369            Blessed Assurance                       Congregation 
 
Concluding Service                                                         Olivet Church Cemetery 
 

The Obituary 
 

Joyce Thomas Dennis was born March 10, 1940 in Anson County, 
NC a daughter of the late Clarence Thomas and the late Wilma Taylor 
Thomas. She died Sunday, July 29, 2018 at her home. 
She was a graduate of Burnsville High School and earned an Associates of 
Arts Degree from South Piedmont Community College. 
 She had a very strong work ethic, having worked at Gilead 
Manufacturing, Dawson Knitting, South Piedmont Community College and 
at the time of her death she was working as an Administrative Assistant at 
Lanesboro Correctional Institution. 
 Joyce was a very active member of Olivet United Methodist Church, 
where she has served as a Sunday school teacher, worked with Vacation Bible 
School and the United Methodist Women.  
 Surviving are her daughter, Kathy Dennis Cochran and husband, 
David of Greenville; her grandsons, Toby Cochran and wife, Christa and 
Mason Cochran and wife, Maggie; her great-grandchildren, MiaGrace and 
McCray Cochran; and her brother and sisters, Nelson Thomas and Myra 
Dalgliesh both of Polkton and Ollie Mae Long of Monroe. 
 In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her husband, 
Julian Dennis, her daughter, Julia Ann Dennis and her sisters and brother,  
Louise Hildreth, Deanna Mullis and  Robert Thomas 
 In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to OlivetUnited Methodist 
Church, c/o, Mrs. Martha D. Goodwin, 3788 Stanback Ferry Rd., Lilesvile, 
NC 28091. 

 
Serving as Pallbearers 

 
Joe Murdock  Dennis Goodwin 
Leslie Dennis  Billy Gathings 
Scott Thomas  Joseph Goodwin 
Mack Goodwin  Travis Williams 



 
 

Gone From My Sight 

I am standing upon the seashore. 
A ship at my side spreads her white 

sails to the morning breeze and starts 
for the blue ocean. 

She is an object of beauty and strength.  
I stand and watch her until at length  

she hangs like a speck of white cloud  
just where the sea and sky come  

to mingle with each other. 

Then, someone at my side says; 
"There, she is gone!" 

"Gone where?" 
Gone from my sight. That is all.  

She is just as large in mast and hull  
and spar as she was when she left my side  

and she is just as able to bear her  
load of living freight to her destined port. 
Her diminished size is in me, not in her. 

And just at the moment when someone 
at my side says, "There, she is gone!" 

There are other eyes watching her coming, 
and other voices ready to take up the glad shout; 

"Here she comes!" 
And that is dying. 

Henry Van Dyke  
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Her lord said unto her, Well done, good and faithful 
servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things,  

I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into 
the joy of thy lord. 
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