
 
  

 

The Obituary 
Lance C. Hellem was born January 18, 1948. Born to the late 

Henry Hellem and Roberta Mills, he departed this life Sunday 

June 14, 2020 at his home.  
 

 

He attended Hillside Elementary school in Montclair NJ. He 

then attended Montclair High School. Lance received a full ride 

scholarship in soccer to Lincoln University in PA where he 

received his Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Biology  

in May of 1970.  While attending Lincoln University Lance 

became a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Epsilon 

Chapter. He also was a member on the tennis team. He also 

attended the University of Pennsylvania, studying plastic 

transplantation. Lance was an overachiever and continued his 

education at Seton Hall University, NJ where he received his 

Master’s Degree.  
 

Lance started working at Organon Inc. in W. Orange, NJ as a 

Bio Chemist. He then moved on to work at Warner-Lambert in 

Morrisplains, NJ as an Associate Scientist and Supervisor. 

Moving right along, he worked at Fisher Diagnostics in 

Orangeburg, NY as Bio-Chemist Lab Tech. Lance was also 

employed as a Research Chemist with Hoeschst Calanese in 

Summit, NJ. He later decided to move to NC in 1988 to be with 

his family.  
 

Once Lance moved to NC he was a long-term employee at 

Glaxo Pharmaceutical in the Research Triangle Park. From there 

he went to Richard B. Harrison Library. As time and age set in, 

he changed careers and began working at PetSmart with animals 

which he enjoyed doing. Lance retired from PetSmart.  

 

Lance was christened as a child in St Marks Methodist Church, 

Montclair, NJ. He joined the Raleigh Aquarium Club once he 

moved to Raleigh, NC. He had a passion for saltwater fish and 

fresh water fish. Everyone that went to see Lance at his home 

knew he loved showing off his aquariums with all his exotic fish. 

He had an aquarium tank in every room you walked in.  He could 

name every fish and give you all the facts about them. He was 

an aquarium lover.  

 

 
 

The Order of Service 
 
 

Prayer of Comfort 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

Musical Selection 

Judy Bland 

 

Remarks 

Fraternity Brothers 

Family & Friends 

 

Musical Selection 

Judy Bland 

 

The Eulogy 

Rev. Willie Sanders 

 

Recessional 

 

_____________________ 

 

The Interment 
Mills Family Cemetery 

 
 

Anyone that crossed his path, you were sure to walk away with 

a good laugh and a cherished memory that you would never 

forget. He was the life of every party even if there was no party 

he made it his party. His spirit was never down, he stayed 

upbeat and up to speed with the latest trends with a little help 

from his nieces. Once he got it down,  he was a smooth cool guy 

and couldn't tell him nothing.  

  

He leaves to cherish his memory: his son, Chance of MD; his 

sisters, Mattie Richardson of GA, Deliah Mealy of NC, Sherry 

Mealy of NJ and Michelle James; nieces and nephews, Donnell 

Richardson, Danny-Ray Mealy (preceded him in death), 

Kendra Stith of GA, Corey Wiggs of NJ, Melonye 

Holloway(Goddaughter) of NC, Markil Howard of NJ, Shakira 

Holloway of NC: great nieces and nephews, (Devon Tidmore 

preceded him in death);  great great nieces and nephews,  a host 

of cousins, Frat brothers, and many caring and loving friends.  

 
 

My Brother 
L: Loving Life to the fullest 

A: Achieving Dreams 

N: Nobody was a stranger 

C: Constant Caring 

E: Everybody Loved 
You are gone but never will I forget all the good times we shared. 

Love Lyla (Sister) 

 

 

 

Uncle Lance 
You gave me Unconditional Loving you Never let me shed a tear without 
a smile or laugh after.   Confident Leader that Loved me no matter what. 
There for Every step I took in life. Lucky to have had an uncle like you. 
Always proud of my achievements Never missed a birthday or event 
Countless lunch dates, shopping trips. forEver I will be your Keybee girl.  
 

Love you forever and a day Chow for now, 
Keybee girl (Niece Shakira) 
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Uncle Lance 
Our bond is like no other. Nobody will understand our relationship and 
the love we have for each other. You are like a second father, you’re my 

godfather, my uncle and my friend. You took the job of being my godfather 
serious.  As my godfather you taught me many valuable lessons. You 

taught me to stand up for myself even if I was wrong. You taught me to 
believe in myself. You taught me to always have a voice. You taught me 
power is confident and knowledge is power. You taught me how to love 
and care for someone unconditionally. Thank you, Uncle Lance, for all 

the great laughs. Thank you for sharing your wisdom with me. Thank you 
for being in my life.  Thank you, lucky Lance, for being my biggest 

supporter and having faith in me. 
 

Love you always 
Mel Melissa (Niece/godfather Melonye) 

 
 

Floral & Pall Bearers 
Family and Friends 
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Services Entrusted To: 

William Toney’s Funeral Home, Inc 
516 South Poplar Street 

Spring Hope, North Carolina 
252-478-3164 

www.williamtoneys.com 
“Where Quality Services Makes the Difference” 

 

 

 

 


