
 

The Hamner and Fairbanks Families would 

like to acknowledge with great appreciation, 

all the kind words, prayers and condolences 

during our time of bereavement. God Bless 

you all.                                          — The Family  
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Weep not for me though I have gone 

Into that gentle night 

Grieve if you will, but not for long 

Upon my soul’s sweet flight 

I am at peace, my soul’s at rest 

There is no need for tears 

For with your love I was so blessed 

For all those many years 

There is no pain, I suffer not 

The fear is now all gone 

Put now these things out of your thoughts 

In your memory I live on 

Remember not my fight for breath 

Remember not the strife 

Please do not dwell upon my death 

But celebrate my life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Joseph 

Michael Hamner 

January 25, 1949 — June 12, 2022 

 
Sunday, June 26, 2022 at 12:00 p.m. 

 

ST. PATRICK HALL 

7500 Fairpark Avenue 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45216 

 

IshiYAH YisraEL, Officiating 



 

James Joseph Michael Hamner (Duke) was 

born on January 25, 1949, in Cincinnati, 

Ohio, the eldest son of Fannie Hamner Fair-

banks and the late beloved Robert Fairbanks. 

James was a loving son, brother, husband, 

father and friend.  

 

He married several times, having three child-

ren and a bonus daughter. 

 

James departed this world to be with his 

Father in heaven on Sunday, June 12, 2022 

after fighting a good fight, finishing his course 

and keeping faith. James had three brothers 

who preceded him in death, Robert Fairbanks 

III from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Samuel 

Fairbanks and Gerald Fairbanks from Cincin-

nati, Ohio. 

 

From a loving home of believers, he accepted 

Christ at an early age and spent years working 

at the Cincinnati Reds Stadium with his father 

and siblings. James attended Cincinnati Public 

Schools, graduating from Hughes High School 

in 1968. James was immediately drafted into 

the Army and sent to boot camp. James served 

in the Vietnam and received an honorable 

discharge after serving two years. 

 

James was the first of four African Americans 

California; one sister-in-law, Roda Fairbanks 

from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; five brothers-

in-law, Sameeh Muhammad, Curtis (Chris) 

McKee, Obie McKee, Jr., Gerald McKee and 

Kenneth McKee, all from Cincinnati, Ohio; 

and a host of aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, 

cousins, other family members and friends. 

 

James will always be loved and forever missed. 

 

 

 

A precious one from us is gone, 

A voice we loved is still. 

A place is vacant in our home, 

Which never can be filled. 

 

And after a lonely heartache, 

And many silent tears; 

There’s always a beautiful memory, 

Of one we loved so dear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, June 27, 2022 at 12:30 p.m. 

Dayton National Cemetery 

4400 W. Third Street • Dayton, OH 45428  

to work as an asbestos worker for 10 years. 

James changed careers over the years during 

his 23 years of service; even stepping into 

entrepreneur businesses, yet he retired from 

Valassis after 19 years of service. Throughout 

the years, James was an avid sports player: 

basketball, baseball, softball and bowling. He 

excelled in softball and bowling, achieving 

many awards while traveling around the coun-

try for tournaments. 

 

James leaves to cherish in his memory: his 

mother, Fannie Fairbanks; his wife, Alice 

Teresa Hamner; four children, James (Talithia 

“Lit”) Hamner, Latashia (Barlow) Yett, 

Tiffany Gaines and Tracey Wallace; three 

grandchildren, Jade Hamner, Jada Hamner 

and Noah-James Smith; 14 siblings, Rosemary 

Gee from Tulsa, Oklahoma, Anthony Janet 

from Dayton, Ohio, Bobby Hamner from 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Zerunnabel Yisrael from 

Atlanta, Georgia, Greg Fairbanks from 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Deborah (Gerry) Logan 

from Cincinnati, Ohio, Theodore Fairbanks 

from Chicago Illinois, Janice Fairbanks from 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Shelia Fairbanks from 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Randall Ezra (Yvonne) 

Fairbanks from Atlanta, Georgia, Gwen 

Bishop (Andrew) Terry from Los Angeles, 

California, Yehoshua (Tovah) YisraEL from 

Jacksonville, Florida, Ishiyah (Ophir) YisraEL 

and Tamara Fairbanks from Orange County, 


