
 

 

Celebration of Life  

AND HOMEGOING SERVICE IN LOVING MEMORY 

OF 

MARY MARGARET CAUDLE 

HARRELL  
December 4,  1933                                                       JANUARY 31, 2020 

   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                                
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Saturday,  February 8,  2020 

12:00 PM 
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Mary w as preceded in death by four  brothers: Jam es, 

Pearl, Joe, and John Vann Caudle.  Also, preceded in death by two 

sisters: Loraine Long and Mable Rose Funderburk.  She leaves to 

cherish memories two sisters: Annie E. Allen, Charlotte, NC, and 

Ester Francis Brown, Washington, DC; two brothers: Clyde     

Caudle, Sr. (Clarese) Wingate, NC, and Frank Sherman Caudle, 

Jr. Marshville, NC and three sister-in-laws: Johnnie Caudle,  

Monroe, NC, and Queen Caudle, Washington, DC, and Linda  

Caudle,  Monroe, NC and one brother-in-law, Ronnie Long, 

Marshville, NC and  special friends and neighbor, Mrs. Geraldine 

Barrino, Ms. Sarah Gillespie, Diane Knotts, and a host of other 

nieces, nephews, and friends. 

Floral Bearers 

Mrs.  Marisa Long Tyson 

Ms. Cynthia Staton 

Ms. Sheri Caudle 

Mrs. Adrienne Cooper 

Ms. Betsy Baker 

Miss Alyssia Brewer 

Pall Bearers 

Mr. Clyde Caudle, Jr. 

Mr. Darwin Caudle 

Mr. Jesse Caudle 

Mr. Travis Barrett 

Mr. Roscoe Kendall 

Mr. Kenny Brown 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Harrell Family extends our most heartfelt     

gratitude for all the outpouring of love, acts of  

kindness, visitations, hugs, and prayers shown to us 

during our time of bereavement.  

May God richly bless each of you. 

in 2019.  Other certificates and awards are too numerous 

to list here, but her legacy will continue with her beloved 

children.   

Mary accepted Christ at an early age and served 

in many capacities at Nicey Grove Baptist Church for 

many years.  She later joined Greater Deliverance 

Church with Dr. William Lawrence Williams where she 

actively served until her health failed. 

Mary w ill be greatly m issed by her  tow n and all 

of Union County and beyond.  She lived an outstanding 

life and legacy and was no carbon copy.  Her family will 

sincerely miss her.  Her husband, John W. Harrell, Sr. 

preceded her in death.  Mary leaves her six children: 

Margaret A. Brewer,  Wingate, NC, Lena C. Staton,  

Charlotte, NC, Minnie L. Clyburn, Marshville, NC, John 

W. Harrell, Jr., Monroe, NC, Brenda H. Davis (Reggie) 

Charlotte, NC and Beverly A. Harrell, Charlotte, NC.  Her 

Beloved god children: Mark Leake (JoAnn), Joe Barrino, 

Pastor Jewel Silas (Stephanie), Racayah Crowder        

preceded her in death, Isabelle Gillespie and Gabrielle 

Smith.  She also leaves her ten grandchildren, one  

grandson, Steven M. Staton, who preceded her in death 

and she has eleven great-grandchildren.  

 



of them elected to office.  She was faithful, diligent, and 

said what she meant, and meant what she said. 

Mary served her  com m unity from  the least to the 

influential.  She ran tirelessly to her many club affiliation 

meetings and events throughout the state and national 

stage.  She stood up for justice, equality and fair treatment 

for all.  She became a voice that brought results for our 

community and state.  Her legacy also includes holding 

office as Vice President of the 8th/9th District of the Black 

Leadership Caucus for many years and was an active 

member of the North Carolina Black Leadership Caucus 

until her health failed.  She served her community and 

state with selfless abandonment, even in sickness, meeting 

the needs of family neighbors or clients from counseling 

married couples in turmoil, or reaching out to wayward 

children with her stern advice and loving  embrace.  She 

turned no one down who asked for her help. 

Mary w as alw ays an advocate for children staying 

in school and going to college.  She used her influence to 

get jobs for countless individuals in the community.  She 

would stand with clients at court to speak up for them, or 

help them find shelter, food, or pay utility bills long after 

working hours.  She wanted black children in Union 

County to have more financial help to attend college so she 

and other women in Marshville started the Women For 

Progress Club.  Many scholarships have been presented to 

local high school seniors.  She served as President and 

remained an active member until her health failed. 

She was an avid supporter of human rights and joined the 

Union County Martin Luther King Organization.  She held 

the office of President for many years, bringing together 

law enforcement, local and regional politicians for the 

annual MLK Breakfast.  She received numerous certificates 

and awards, one was, “Mary Harrell Day in Union County” 

and presented the key to the city by Mayor Frank Deese   

 

Order of Service 

 

Processional 

Song……….….….……………………….………………...Mr. Larry Bivens  

Invocation……………………….……….....Pastor Dennis Funderburk 

Scripture Readings 

Old Testament……..…….……………………….…….Rev. James Shine 

Psalms  46: 1-7 

New Testament...…………………………………Pastor Gloria Barrino 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Prayer of Comfort……...…………………………Pastor Rodney Evans  

Solo………………………………………………………..….…Miranda Davis 

Obituary……………..………..................………………..(Read Silently) 

Acknowledgments………………….Minister Denise Deese Lindsey 

Special Thanks……………………………………..Mr. John Harrell, Jr. 

Resolutions 

8th & 9th District Black Leadership Caucus 

  Mr. Walter Rogers 

                  Marshville Town Manager, Mr. Franklin Deese 

Dr. Lawrence Williams 

Tribute to Grandmother…………………………………...Veda Harrell  

Remarks 

Ms. Curly Trull, MLK President 

Mrs. Estelle Coffey, Community Action Agency 

Mrs. Isabelle Gillespie, Women for Progress 

Mr. Bobby Kilgore, Mayor of Monroe, NC 

Tribute to Mom…………………………………....Prophet Lena Staton 

Song……………………………………………………..…The Hailey Family 

Eulogy……..Dr. Lawrence Williams, Pastor Greater Deliverance  

Song…..………………………..……………...……Mr. John Will Huntley 

Recessional 

Interment…………………….....Lakeland Memorial Park Cemetery 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith.  Finally there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 

which the lord the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and 

not to me only but also to all who have loved his appearing. 

2 Timothy 4: 7-8 

MRS. MARY MARGARET CAUDLE HARRELL 

Mrs. Mary Margaret Caudle Harrell w as born on Decem ber 

4, 1933, to the late Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sherman Caudle, Sr. in Union 

County North Carolina.  Mary’s earthly journey ended on Fri-

day,  January 31, 2020.  Our angel of mercy in Union County has en-

tered into rest from her innumerable acts of  mercy and uncondition-

al love demonstrated to everyone she met.  Mary has been escorted 

into the arms of Jesus in the presence of God. 

She was educated in Union County Schools.  She loved to read and 

always kept up with politics on local, state, and national levels.  An 

active member of the Union County Chapter of the NAACP, having 

held various positions in the organization and was awarded the      

distinguished “Trail Blazer” award. 

She loved her family and always enjoyed spending time with them, 

whether traveling on vacation or around the dinner table.  Her      

children would often say, “Mom you are gone all the time”, she would 

say, “I am going to go until I sit down in my rocking chair, then I will 

not go anymore”.  Who will pick up the mantle Mary had and walk in 

her shoes helping the hurting and helpless wherever they are found? 

She began her legacy while employed by Union County Community 

Action Agency, in Monroe, NC.  She was honored by the governor of 

North Carolina for her numerous acts of mercy and for her tenacity in 

winning the fight to get the Cuthbertson Community in Wingate, NC, 

a grant to have water and sewer lines installed.  Mary was a           

community “Helper”, always available to find resources for families 

in emergency situations, from needing funds for utilities and rent, or 

needing a ride to the election polls to vote.  She canvassed for many 

politicians, handing out flyers and was instrumental in getting many 


