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When Tomorrow Starts Without Me
When tomorrow starts without me, and I am not there to see,

If the sun should rise and find your eyes all filled with tears for me;

I wish so much you wouldn’t cry the way you did today,

While thinking of the many things we didn’t get to say.

I know how much you love me, as much as I love you.

And each time that you think of me,I know you will miss me too;

But when tomorrow starts without me, please try to understand,

That an angel came and called my name and took me by the hand;

And said my place was ready in heaven far above,

And that I’d have to leave behind all those I dearly love.

But as I turned to walk away, a tear fell from my eye

For all my life I’d always thought, I didn’t want to die.

I had so much to live for, so much left yet to do;

It almost seemed impossible that I was leaving you.

I thought of all the yesterdays, the good ones and the bad,

I thought of all the love we shared, and all the fun we had.

If I could relive just even for a while,

I’d say good-bye, kiss you and see you smile.

But then I fully realized that this could never be,

For emptiness and memories would take the place of me.

And when I thought of earthly things I might miss tomorrow,

I thought of you, and when I did, my heart was filled with sorrow.

But when I walked through heaven’s gates, I felt so much at home.

When God looked down He said,

“So won’t you come and take my hand and share my life with me?”

So when tomorrow starts without me, don’t think we’re far apart;

For every time you think of me, I’m right there in your heart.
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Roderick “Rod” Ferrel Gaskin was born February 8, 1969 in Or-

lando, Florida to the late Willie James Johnson (Special dad-Al) and

Veronica Rollins. Special acknowledgement to his grandmother, the

late Rosalee Gaskins.He left this earthly life Tuesday, August 3, 2021.

Roderick graduated from Evans High School in Orlando, Florida. He

received his Bachelor of Arts degree in English from the University of

Maryland in 1999 and Gospel Ministry license in 2006. Roderick

moved to Jacksonville from Orlando in 2019; and was employed at Au-

toZone for some years.

Roderick leaves to cherish his memory wife, Shenera Gaskins; daugh-

ters, Brittany and Ashley Gaskin (Daytona Beach, Florida);stepsons,

Kendrick Bullard, Dominick and Zackary Carpenter (Jacksonville,

Florida); grandchildren, Jevon Crooms, Jamarkus Crooms Jr., Joy Guil-

lory, Asher Pierce, Jakson Pierce(Daytona Beach,

Florida); mother, Veronica Rollins (Orlando, Florida); sister, Rhonda

(Gerrille)Robinson (Orlando, Florida); special cousin, Tara Hicks;  a

host of family members and grieving friends. 


