
“ I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: hence-

forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love 

his appearing.”                                                                II Timothy 4:7-8 



“ I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there 

is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me 

at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”   

         II Timothy 4:7-8 

 

 

 Mr. Richard Carnell Ellis was born July 23,  1951 to the late Lucinda and Joe Ellis, Sr. 

in Grenada County, Mississippi.  He was the sixth child out of nine born to this union.  He was 

called home to be with the Lord on May 21, 2021. 

 He accepted Christ as his personal Savior at an early age  and joined the Second New 

Hope M. B. Church under the leadership of  the late Rev. B. T. McSwine where he worshipped 

regularly his entire life until his health failed.   

 Richard was a 1970 graduate of Carrie Dotson High School.  After high school, he ma-

triculated to Mississippi Valley State University, Itta Bena, MS, home of the Delta Devils on a 

baseball scholarship, where he received a Bachelor of  Science degree in Recreation Science 

in  1974.  He began his employment history as a school teacher in Sledge, MS right after col-

lege.  He later gained employment  with the City of Grenada which allowed him to be closer to 

home.  As a city employee he worked as police officer before moving into the job that he loved 

and brought him much joy, Parks and Recreation.  His love for sports and children landed him 

the job of Parks and Recreation Director.  He retired in 2014  from the City of Grenada but not 

from his love for children and the sports.  He continued to work with the Grenada School Dis-

trict as a Bus Driver and an officiant with the Dizzy Dean Baseball League for many years.  

He was very active in the  community serving on the Advisory Board for North Central Area 

Agency on Aging, the Thunder on Water Festival, and the Dogwood Golf Course.  He was an 

active  member of the Mississippi Municipal League, the 100 Black Men of Grenada, Inc., and  

the Duck Hill Male Club. 

 He loved to travel and have fun.  He was known as the community travel agent for or-

ganizing all those fun trips to the Mississippi Gulf Coast and Las Vegas, NV and the exotic 

cruises to Cozumel, Jamaica, the Cayman Islands, and beyond.   

 Richard was greeted in heaven by love ones gone on before him- his parents, his three 

brothers, Joe Ellis, Jr., Bernard Ellis, and Ricky Ellis, a grandson, Herrarus McKinney; and a 

daughter-in-law, Phyllis Loggins McKinney . 

 He met and married the love of his life, Mary McKinney  on Christmas Eve 1977 and 

they had five children between them.   



 Richard  leaves to cherish his precious memories a loving and devoted wife of  44 years, 

Mary M. Ellis of Grenada, MS; two sons, Jeffery McKinney of McDonough, GA, and Darrell 

Barnes of Grenada, MS; three daughters, Tangela Baker Hutson (Michael) of Loganville, GA, 

Rachelle Ellis Kauppinen (Ilkka) and Rashaun Ellis both of Athens, GA;  two sisters, Janie  

Bowdry and Bobbie Ann Hardiman both of  Grenada, MS; three brothers, Kevin Ellis 

(Jeanette)  and Willie Scott Ellis (Faye) both of Grenada, MS, and Leroy Ellis (Teretha) of 

Desoto, TX;  eight grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; his mother-in-law, Izoria      

McKinney of Duck Hill, MS; six sisters-in-law; three brothers-in-law;  and a host of nieces, 

nephews, cousins, other relatives and friends. 
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Mistress of Ceremony– Sis. Bettye Chamberlain 

 

Processional…………………..…………………………...….Clergy & Family 

Scripture Reading…………………...…….…...Pastor  Curtis Kent McClain 

Prayer…………………………….…...…………Pastor Curtis Kent McClain 

Expressions 

  City of Grenada-Parks and Recreation ~ Pastor John Body 

  Friends /Church ~ Bro. Clarence Spencer 

Resolution 

Obituary Read Silently 

Consoling Words…………………………...……Pastor Ickret C. Bennett, Sr. 

Pastor Second New Hope M. B. Church 

Funeral Directors In Charge……………….Clark-Williams Funeral Home 

Committal 

Recessional 



 

Til Death Due Us Part 

When life seems a blur, 
And I can't quite believe 

That I'm living without you 
And you were taken from me, 

 
I sit back and think 

Of the memories we shared, 
All the laughs that you gave me 
And the times that you cared. 

 
'Til death do us part. 

That's true in our case. 
I miss you so much, 

Your voice and your face. 
 

Time is a healer. 
I can't say that it's true, 

But life does go on, 
Which means without you. 

 
When it all gets too much 
And I wish you were here, 

I feel thankful that I met you, 
And I hold you close, my dear. 

 
'Til death do us part. 

That's true in our case. 
I miss you so much, 

Your voice and your face. 

 

Love Always,  

 

We just want to let you know 

You mean the world to us 

Only a heart as dear as yours 

Would love so unselfishly 

 

The many things you’ve done 

All the times that you were there 

Helps us know deep down inside  

How much you really care 

 

Even though we might not say 

We appreciate all you do 

Richly blessed is how we feel 

Having a father just like you 

 

We love you, Dad 

The Children, 



Dear Cousin: 

The times and talks we’ve shared are  

priceless memories. 

I’ll always hold close to my heart. 

You’re more than a cousin to me. 

You’re a close and trusted friend. 

I want you to know, I will always love you. 

My cousin and my friend. 

Love Always, 

We Miss You Always 

Brother 
Our hearts have been left broken 

Since the day you had to go 
And the memories we treasure dearly 

Are in the tears that still flow 
 

You’re in our thoughts everyday 
And that’s how it will always be 

For you may be up in heaven now 
But you’ll always be with us. 

 
If only we could have the chance 

To see your face once more 
Or to hear your voice one final time 

Just like it was before 
 

The day that Heaven calls for us 
Will be a relief from all this pain 
We’ll run to you with open arms 

And we will meet again. 

In Loving Memory of  

Grandpa 

Because you’re always thought 

about in such a special way  

because you always did so 

much to brighten up each day 

and  because you cared for  

others selflessly your whole life 

through  we say a little prayer 

each day especially for you that 

heaven will protect you and 

will some how let you know 

that, Grandpa, you meant so 

much to us and that we miss 

you so  and that we’ll think 

about you as we travel on life’s 

way and keep you safe within 

our heart forever and a day. 
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Professional Services Entrusted To 

Clark-Williams Funeral Home, Inc. 
602 Cherry Street *662-226-3451 

Grenada, Mississippi 38901 

“We Serve To Console– With Consoling Service” 

       

        Programs by Cynthia*662-417-3771*cyncollins@cableone.net 


