
 

 
 
 

God saw he was getting tired 
And a cure was not to be, 

So He put His arms around him 
And whispered, “Come with Me.” 

With tearful eyes we watched him suffer 
And saw him fade away, 

Although we loved him dearly 
We could not make him stay. 

A golden heart stopped beating 
Hard working hands to rest, 

God broke our hearts to prove to us 
He only takes the best. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

July 8, 1949—February 22, 2019 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Gary A. Johannsen 



Gary A. Johannsen, 69, of Wellsburg, IA, died at his home on   

Friday, February 22nd, while under his family’s loving care. The 

memorial service for Gary will be held on Saturday, March 2nd at 

11:00 AM at the Union Congregational United Church of Christ in 

Reinbeck. Visitation will precede the service, beginning at 10:00 

AM at the church. Inurnment will take place privately at a later 

date. Memorials may be directed to the family and messages of   

condolence and memories may be left for the family at 

www.abelsfuneralhomes.com 

 

Gary was born on July 8, 1949 in Reinbeck, Iowa, the son of     

Harvey & Marlys (Guelner) Johannsen. He grew up in the Reinbeck 

area and graduated from Reinbeck High School in the class of 1968. 

He worked at mid-equipment, John Deere, and was a traveling 

welder until he decided to stay home and care for his two daughters. 

He married Joyce Rounds on June 12, 1992, moving his family to 

Wellsburg in July of that same year. 

 

Gary enjoyed attending sporting events and helping teach his 

daughters, until their graduation. He loved the  4th of July and      

enjoyed displaying fireworks! Gary loved to fish, and he enjoyed 

that with his brother-in-law at Spirit Lake and hunting every        

December. Gary liked gardening and canning, especially with his 

grandson Jayden Nagel. During the summer, Gary enjoyed       

campfires and mowing with all of his grandchildren. He was a true 

family man, enjoying all of his time spent with his loved ones;      

attending family birthday parties and spending time on his brother’s 

grove. 

Gary was a member of the Union Congregational United Church of 

Christ in Reinbeck. 

 

He is survived by his wife Joyce of Wellsburg; mother Marlys     

Johannsen of Reinbeck; daughters Lacy Nagel (Kris) and Lisa     

Johannsen (Gabriel), both of Wellsburg; grandchildren Jayden & 

Layne Nagel, Klay Bolhuis, Jaxxon Leuch and Laraya Davis, all of 

Wellsburg; sister-in-law Barb Johannsen. Gary was preceded in 

death by his father Harvey; brothers Galen & Gordon Johannsen. 

In Loving Memory 

Gary A. Johannsen 
Born 

July 8, 1949 

Reinbeck, Iowa 

Entered Eternal Rest 

February 22, 2019 

Wellsburg, Iowa 

Memorial Service  

Saturday, March 2, 2019 

11:00 AM 

Union Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Reinbeck, Iowa 

Officiating  

Rev. Joel Love 

Special  Recorded Music 

“You’re My Hero” 
Teresa James 

“Stairway to Heaven” 
Led Zeppelin 

(Recessional Music) 

Honorary Casket Bearers 

Gary’s Grandchildren 

& 

Nephews, 

    Jeremy Vaverka Juston Vaverka 

Jason Vaverka      Lance Johannsen 

Aaron Johannsen 

Usher 

Phil Lauterbach 

Inurnment 

Private 
 

Gary’s family would like to invite those in attendance to join them for  

lunch in the church Fellowship Hall, immediately following 

the memorial service.  

 


