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Interment
Forest Lawn Cypress

4471 Lincoln Ave.
Cypress, Ca. 90630

� e Processional ..............................................................  Ministry in Music
O  ciant ........................................................................ Elder Samuel Shipp
Scriptures ..................................................................Pastor Welton Pleasant      

Old Testament - Isaiah 25:8 
New Testament - II Timothy 4:7-8

Prayer  .................................................................................Pastor Ivan Pitts
Ministry in Music ......................................................... “Oh How Precious”
Acknowledgements ................................................................ Lorna Gregory
Special Remarks  ......................................................... Dr. Ronald Bridgette 

Elder Jerry Barnes 
Kimberly Lane

Video Slideshow
Solo ................................ “Precious Memories” ......................... Byron Shipp
Obituary ..............................................................................  (Read Silently)
Family Tribute ...................................................................Danny Rollins Jr.

Eddie L. Shipp 
Ministry in Music........................................... “Sweeping � rough the City”
Message of Triumph ................................................. Pastor Michael J. Ealey
Recessional
Parting View (Family Only)

Order of Celebration
T,  J 29,  2021

Christ Second Baptist Church
1471 Martin Luther King Jr Ave. • Long Beach, Ca. 90813

Pastor, Rev. Welton Pleasant II

 Viewing 10:00 -11:00 am
Service 11:00-1:00 pm 

Services Entrusted To
Destiny Funeral Home 
5443 Long Beach Blvd.
Long Beach, Ca. 90805

(562) 912-7877



� elma Shipp � omas, a woman of God , full of grace and elegance was born on April 10, 1927, to the parents of Grayhart and Annie 
S. Shipp. � elma is the oldest child of eighteen (18) children, 12 boys & 6 girls, born to this marriage.  � elma’s early childhood years 
were spent in her hometown of Macon, Ga. where she was born. 

Being the oldest sibling, � elma took on a lot of responsibility while growing up.  She helped with the care of her younger brothers 
and sisters.  Growing up she was always known as their protector.   After completing her schooling,  she met her late husband Guy 
W. � omas.   After dating for a time, they were married on July 18, 1945 and relocated to El Paso, Texas where Guy was stationed 
in the army.  

In 1949, Guy was reassigned to Long Beach, Ca.  Guy and � elma settled in Long Beach where they remained.  � ey were in love 
with the city of Long Beach so much  that they built two homes on the same block.  � ey did not have any children from this 
marriage, but she was blessed with two stepsons, the late Rev. Hubert � omas and Rev. Robert E. � omas.

� elma’s upbringing was always Christ-centered, and she did not stray from her beliefs after leaving home.  She united the Christ 
Second Baptist Church in 1951, under the leadership of the late Rev. Herman Gore Sr.  She loved God and made it her mission to 
witness to everyone she met.  One of her favorite things to say was,  “as long as there was a Shipp on this earth, her  prayer was that 
they would become saved.”  When the church doors opened, you would always 	 nd her there, praising God.  As a show of faith, 
� elma,  always maintained an alter in her bedroom.  She would declare that if I put your name on the alter, you would have no 
choice than to become saved.

� elma loved her family so much and missed them dearly, so she traveled to Miami, Florida often where the family was now residing.  
As her siblings got older, she began moving them to California to live with her.  When her brother Matthew was just 14 yrs. old,  
she brought him back to California after one of her visits.  Soon her brother Rev. � omas Shipp, after leaving the military came to 
live with her.  Her brother Vern also moved to California with his family.  It was not too long that Eddie moved here, then Vera and 
Emma.  Well, since she had about half of her family here in California, she decided on one more big move for the family.  She and 
Guy prepared for her father, mother and other siblings to move to California in 1964.  � is was an exciting time for the family, but 
one sister Ruby and her family remained, and moved into the family home in Miami. 

� elma’s work career was with Boeing (formerly McDonnell Douglas Aircraft) where she was employed as an aircraft sealer working  
for over 30 years before retiring.  Her workplace provided her many opportunities to expand. She became the spokes model  for 
McDonnell Douglas when they introduced their D-C aircrafts. Her love for fashion and modeling garnered her so much attention, 
that she was often invited to be featured in many fashion shows throughout southern California. 

� elma’s eye for fashion was not  limited to fashion shows, but continued on Sunday morning as she made her way to church.  As she 
walked to church each Sunday, the neighbors eagerly awaited as she passed to catch a glimpse of her latest ensemble.   She lived just 
around the corner from Christ Second Baptist Church, so she chose to walk rather than drive.  Many would comment as she passed. 
She appreciated the compliments she received,  because she loved to look beautiful.

� elma loved God, her family, and also maintained a beautiful home and an immaculate yard. She worked tirelessly in her yard 
making sure that everything was maintained and that her � owers were always in bloom.  She was recognized  on several occasions by 
the City of Long Beach for her beautiful lawn and � ower garden. 

One of the many pleasures that Guy and � elma enjoyed was their travel to Phoenix, Arizona to visit and attend church services 
with their grandson, the late Bishop Alexis A. � omas of Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church.  � ey travelled to Phoenix many years and 
was always excited to fellowship with the Pilgrim Rest Church family.  After the passing of her husband, � elma continued to travel 
to Phoenix encouraging more and more family members to join her.  � e Pilgrim Rest Church has embraced the entire Shipp family  
throughout the years and continued to do so when � elma was no longer able to make the trip with the rest of us.  

� elma’s life was dedicated to living for Christ and pouring love unsel	 shly into to the lives of everyone she met.  She lived a long 
and wonderful life on this earth for 94 years.  In recent years, her health began to decline,  and she was no longer able to function in 
the manner she was used to, but you could always hear her praying.  When you visited � elma and it was time to leave, she would 
always say, “God Bless You”.  With the sound of the trumpet, � elma departed this life on June 7, 2021 surrounded by family and 
loved ones.

� elma will be greatly missed by all that knew and loved her. She was preceded in death by her husband Guy, her parents Grayhart 
& Annie, stepsons Hubert and Robert, grandsons Bishop Alexis � omas, Timothy, & Andrew.  She was also preceded in death by 
her brothers, Rev. � omas Shipp, Rev. Matthew Shipp, Vernell Shipp, James Shipp, and Bishop Grate Shipp Jr. Two sisters preceded 
her in death, Emma S. Snead and Ruby S. Handy. She leaves to cherish her memories, three brothers Felton Sr. Eddie Shipp, and 
Elder Samuel Shipp (Earlene) and three sisters; Vera, LeeAnn and Sandra (Danny Sr.), one sister-in-law En’Riqueta, and brother-
in-law Bennie Handy. She also leaves a host of nephews, nieces, cousins and friends too numerous to name.  � elma had several 
goddaughters, (niece) Monyulette, JoAnn,  Tina, Barbara and Darlene. that she loved dearly, and they loved and cherished her as well.  
Last, but certainly not the least of her loved ones, was her primary caregiver, Kimberly Lane.  � anks so much for the love and care 
you gave to � elma until the end.  You will always remain in our hearts, her Mademoiselle.
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Tributes
God saw you getting tired, 
and a cure was not to be.

So, he put His arms around you 
and whispered, “Come to me.

With tearful eyes 
we watched you as you slowly slipped away

And though we loved you dearly,
 we could not make you stay

Your golden heart stopped beating, 
your tired hands put to rest

God broke our hearts to prove to us, 
God only takes the best.

We will always love and remember you, � elma
Your brothers & Sisters,

Felton, Eddie, Samuel, Vera, LeeAnn, Sandra

It is so hard to believe you are gone when you have
been in our life so very long.  It is hard to hold back

the tears, you made us laugh for so many years.
It is okay to take your rest, for so many years

you gave your best.  Your beautiful spirit shining from
above, is all we need to feel your love.

Loving you always,
Nephews & Nieces
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Felton Shipp Sr. Eddie L. Shipp
Elder Samuel Shipp Dwayne Shipp
Byron Shipp  Danny Rollins Sr.

Honorary Pallbearers
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 We the family of � elma Shipp � omas would like to thank everyone represented here 
today; and for the many that are not present, for your prayers, thoughtfulness, and kind 
words of expression.  � e love and support has been a real source of comfort during this 

very di  cult time.  Our sincere wish is that the richest blessings from our Lord and Savior 
rest upon each of you.  � ank you again, we love you all.

Shipp/� omas Family
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God Is Love


