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Mary E. Ward
In  Loving  Memory



“A Mother’s Prayer”
Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for this day, thank You for

my family and thank You for blessing me. 

Lord, I pray for my Mother

I pray for a Spirit of healing and strength

A Mother’s love is precious, kind, loving and everlasting.

She listens, she’s open, she’s thoughtful. She’s giving of herself beyond measure 

and…She is always available and accessible for her children and others. 

So Lord, I thank you for giving me an example of your goodness, mercy and grace. 

Thank you for giving me and Blessing me with a special piece of Heaven on earth. 

So, as I live every day, I pray that you continue to remind me

of your most precious gift, called a MOTHER.

I pray this Mother’s prayer in Your Mighty and Gracious Name. AMEN!!!

I love you Mother, Your Loving Son,

Reggie



Entombment
Ascension Mausoleum – Forest Lawn Memorial Park

4471 Lincoln Avenue • Cypress, California 90630

Psalm 84:10 
“Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere;

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.” 

Viewing
Processional .................................................................................................“How Excellent is Your Name”
Welcome ................................................................................................................. Pastor Ronald Bridgette
Scripture Readings
   Old Testament: ..............................................................................................Bishop Sheridan Mc Daniel 
   New Testament: Matthew 25: 1-21
Prayer ...................................................................................................................Pastor Welton Pleasant, II
Song Selection .............................................“Goin’ Up Yonder” ........................................Robert Broome
Acknowledgements & Resolutions
Proclamation from The City of Long Beach
Song Selection ............................................ “I Won’t Complain” ...............................................Kim Feagin
Mother’s Pray Poem ..............................................................................................Reginald “Reggie” Ward
Obituary ................................................................................................................................ Cynthia Bolden
Usher’s Ritual  A Tribute to ‘the Usher Lady’
Pastoral Remarks .........................................................................................................Pastor John K. Berry
Video Tribute .................................................................................................. The Legacy of Mary E Ward
Song Selection .........................................................................................................“Walk Around Heaven”
Eulogy ....................................................................................................................... Pastor Michael J. Ealey

Prevailing in Christ Ministries, Carson, CA
Song Selection ......................................................................................................................................“Smile”
Benediction & Recessional

Order of Service
THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 2021 • 11:00 A.M.

Christ Second Baptist Church
1471 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue • Long Beach, CA 90813

Rev. Welton Pleasant II, Pastor

Officiant: Dr. Ronald Bridgette, Officiating
Pastor, Belmont Avenue Baptist Church, Los Angeles, CA





Obituary
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Ward was born November 18, 1945 in Louisville, Virginia to the late Willie 
Harrison Stewart and Pearl Trotter Stewart.  She was the youngest of eleven children.  At the 
age of 10, her brother, Carl and wife Laira “Mae-Mae” Stewart brought Jean and Mary to live 
with them in California.  Mary was preceded in death by brothers: Carl Stewart, Clyde Stewart, 
Jimmy Stewart, Leonard Stewart, and Perdy Stewart; sisters; Gladys Brown (Brown), Doris 
Bailey and nephew Charles Edward Sims.

 She professed her faith in Jesus Christ at an early age and dedicated her life to honor the word 
of God.  Along with her family, she joined and was baptized at Christ Second Baptist Church 
in Long Beach, California.  Ms. Mary was a good and faithful servant from childhood until her 
sunset.  She served the Lord and her church family with dignity, faithfulness, and compassion.  
Her Doorkeeper post was on the Youth Usher Board.

Mary received her formal education through the Long Beach Unified School District.  While 
in high school she joined the Poly Jackrabbit Track Team, beating all opponents except Martha 
Rae Watson, future Track and Field Olympian.  She graduated from Long Beach Polytechnic 
High School in 1964.  Upon graduation she married Roy Ward and through this union Regina 
T. Ward “Ms. Regina” and Reginald E. Ward “Reggie” were born.  She furthered her education 
at Long Beach City College pursuing a career in nursing.

 Mary began her career with the County of Los Angeles as a Certified Nurse’s Aide at Long 
Beach General Hospital.  She retired from the County of Los Angeles in 1993.  After retirement 
she continued to care, love, and calling to be a Spiritual Ambassador as an usher for her church 
family, and in service for Homegoing Celebrations throughout Long Beach where she is fondly 
remembered.

 Mary was affectionately known as Grandma Mary, Ms. Mary, and the Usher Lady.  Her caring 
demeanor, and contagious smile she shared love, joy and kindness with everyone she met.  She 
loved taking pictures and always said “take my picture” while striking a pose.  Psalms 84:10 
speaks of the doorkeeper in the house of the Lord Our God; where she extended unwavering 
service of devotion, gentleness and comfort to worshippers and mourners alike.

Ms. Mary’s legacy continues with those she leaves to cherish her memory.  Her loving and 
devoted children; Regina “Ms. Regina” Carmon (Troy), Reginald “Reggie” Ward (Rhonda) of 
Long Beach, California.  Her grandchildren; Gavin Ward, Alexander “Alex” Carmon, Airica 
Carmon, Je’Von Ward, J’Amore Ward, Anthony Ward and great grand-daughter Paytin Ward.  
Her two sisters Jean Jackson and Christine Williams (Freddie), her nieces; Sharon Battle, Yvette 
Croom, Tasha Russell (Leonard), Tanya “Baby Girl” Croom, Alonda Bailey.  Her nephews; 
Ronald Brown, Reginald Brown, Steven Brown, Carl Williams and Bryant Bailey who reside 
in California.

§In Virginia Mary leaves additional nieces and nephews, great nieces and nephews in addition 
to extended California family, god daughters, church family and a host of friends.























Celebrating Ms. Mary

Tributes in Poetry

If Roses Grow in Heaven

If Roses grow in Heaven Lord, please pick a bunch for me. Place them in my Mother’s arms 

and tell her they’re from me. Tell her that I love her and miss her, and when she turns to 

smile, place a kiss upon her cheek and hold her for a while. Because remembering her is 

easy, I do it every day, but there’s an ache within my heart that will never go away. I love 

you Mommy.

Regina & Carmon Family

My little sister gone too soon, what do I do now, but wish we had more time. God is a just 

God, He will see me through this difficult season. No matter what life threw our way, we 

always had each other. Remembering the laughter and tears we shared together, that Sister 

Love! Mary, you know I never like saying Goodbye, so I’ll see you later.

Love You Forever,

Betty Jean

I now know I have a beautiful Angel up in heaven my Aunt. Such a beautiful heart stopped 

beating, and not seeing you again just breaks my heart, but Father God had other plans. I 

will always love you and miss you Aunt Mary.  

Tanya - Babygirl

Aunt Lizzie was our mother’s youngest sister and the baby of the family. Even though 

we lived on different coasts, we were always blessed and very happy to see Aunt Lizzie. 

She was so nice and a joy to us. We will miss her always and we are so sorry Regina and 

Reginald. We love you Aunt Lizzie!

Nephews: Ronald, Reginald and Steven Brown. Niece: Sharon Battle

Aunt Mary, I love you and I miss you so much, I never imagined losing you this soon. 

Aunt Mary, you we’re always there for me, from a child until the day, Jesus decided that 

he wanted you for Himself. I do understand why, Jesus wanted you. Aunt Mary Elizabeth 

Ward, you helped shape my life in many ways, that no one, other than God and myself will 

ever know. I love you, you and I would always laugh, because I would sign everything I 

sent you, as your favorite niece, Yvette R. Croom



Mary Elizabeth Ward…who would have thought I would have two Mother’s with the same 

name—Mary Elizabeth…how blessed I have been. To me, Josh, and Charnae you were 

always—Grandma Mary…the kind and loving lady who welcomed us to her home one 

Christmas and from then until present, we were family. Thank you for letting me watch you 

do all the organizing and prepping and just the beautiful spirit who loved us…We will love 

you forever…Grandma Mary.

Lorinda, Josh, and Charnae Owens 

You have done so much for all of us. 

Thank you for always making me feel welcomed and supported by you. Gavin: You always 

accepted everyone for the way they were and we are so glad Paytin got to spend such quality 

time with her great grandmother. We love you.

Grandson Gavin, Lauren and Paytin

To my Auntie Mary I am so Grateful for the journey that God allowed you to be a part of 

my life. Until we meet again I love you.

Timmie

The Smith Patterson family would like to thank you Aunt Mary for your support, 

unconditional love, encouragement, prayers and being there for us when no one wanted to 

baby sit me on Saturdays,  assisting me and kids with our goals and to stay God Fearing and 

positive no matter what. Your light shined everywhere you went. You will be truly missed 

but never forgotten. Rest in peace. We’ll always love you and will keep your memory alive. 

Respectfully,

NATASHA Smith-Patterson

All of your pain and every restless tossing is now over.  You are now in peace forever,  safely 

home in heaven.   Although knowing this we can’t help but pray because we are going to 

miss you.  May God keep you by His side and forever in His care.  For you will be greatly 

missed and forever loved. 

We love you Grandma Mary

Tanya Hardeman-Young and Blair Young 



Ms Mary.. 
I love you & I miss you every single day. Thursday just passed & now all I can do is think 
about all those times where we would hang out, eat some food & check out a soap opera here 
& there. You’d also remind me to change the tv back before going home. I’m so glad to have 
been blessed with somebody like you growing up, you’ve helped shaped me into the man I am 
today. Whether it was your words of wisdom, kindness, or willingness to help other people.. you 
were always somebody to treasure. I always enjoyed coming home & hearing “Hey Grandson!” 
Because I knew my clothes would be folded! I’m glad you’re no longer in pain & I know you’re 
in a better place, it’s God’s time to be embraced by your presence. Just know you were loved & 
appreciated greatly, your love will endure forever, I’m eternally grateful for you, I miss you & I 

love you Granny 

Your grandson,

Alexander 

A Godly Woman

Grandma Mary. A woman of beauty, faith, and excellence. Beholding God’s grace. She walked 

with the Lord, with integrity, purpose and love.   No matter --- always walking in God’s love, 

reflecting the beauty of Our Father mercy and everlasting peace - Thank you Grandma Mary.  

We love you, The Champion Family

Take care,

Kisha PW Champion

Mom Mary,

Your life was a blessing

Your memory a treasure.

You are loved beyond words and missed beyond measure. 

Thanks for being a second Mom to me  and my family.  

Regina and Reggie thanks for sharing your  Mom with me.                            

Always in our heart Vanessa, Tyrone, 

Ashley & Tyler 

My memory of Mary always getting there before me on Fridays 

at the beauty shop folding all the towels and sweeping up the 

floor then getting under the dryer falling asleep always have to 

do is just her head under the dryer and after she gets her hair 

done looking all pretty she comes to the back and she says take 

my picture with a big smile in a pose.

Love, Bernice



Active Pallbearers
Michael Stanton
Shawn Stanton

Eric Irvine
Danny Williams

Stephen Alexander
Leonard Russell

Honorary Pallbearers 
Gavin Ward

Alex Carmon
Joshua Owens

Blair Young
Brett Young

Danianke Smith

Acknowledgements
The love that Ms. Mary gave has truly been returned.

The family would like to thank you for the love, prayers, cards 
phone call and messages, visits, and condolences during this dif-

ficult time.  Your support has been a blessing to us.
God bless you always. 

Sincerest Thanks and Gratitude
The family of Ms. Mary extends a sincere appreciation and 

thanks to Mr. Jonathan Polk and the Destiny team accepted our 
mother with open arms, respect, and appreciation every day. She 

enjoyed your time together and spoke fondly of each person.     



Services Entrusted to
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