
A truly good and faith-filled man, Richard naturally 
attracted a large circle of lovely friends. He especially 
held dear his friendship with the Benedictine priests 
from St. Bede Academy and looked forward to 
sharing Saturday night dinners when they were in 
town assisting with parish Masses. In recent years 
Richard also came to cherish and look forward to his 
Friday evening dinner group.

Though the world is surely less melodic in the 
absence of Richard’s lyrical and inspiring presence, it is clear that the composition of 
his heart song will long live in the lives of those who were blessed to share his life; 
and it is with this cadence we will carry his legacy forward. For those who knew him 
best, it is easy to imagine Richard being lovingly welcomed into his eternal life with 
the words, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant…” Well done.

Richard A. Gilmour, age 82 of Morris, passed away peacefully, the day before his 
83rd birthday, in the comforts of his home on Wednesday, May 31, 2017. Born June 
1, 1934, in Morris, Illinois, Richard Allan, was the son of Allan “Lad” and Esther 
(Hill) Gilmour. Richard is survived by a host of wonderful friends, as well as several 
cousins. Those whom were particularly close, and remained by his side include 
Bill and Mary Beth Pfaff, and their family: Madeleine, Valerie and Sophie Pfaff, and 
Anna (Ryan) Anderson; Mark and Kimberly Roelant and their family: Grace and 
Cate Roelant, and Nick Pershey. Richard was preceded in death by his parents.

Visitation will be held at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, 600 East 
Jackson Street in Morris on Sunday, June 4, 2017, between the hours 
of 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., and again on Monday morning from 9:00 
a.m. until time of funeral service 10:00 a.m.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be con-celebrated with Reverend 
Richard L. Smith presiding.

Burial with military honors provided by the United States Army will be in 
Mount Carmel Catholic Cemetery in Morris.

Preferred memorials may be made as gifts in Richard’s memory to 
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, for the benefit of The Richard 
Gilmour Pipe Organ Preservation.

Family and friends may sign the guestbook, upload photographs or share 
Richards memorial page online by logging onto: www.ReevesFuneral.

com/notices/Richard-Gilmour

Funeral services and arrangements have been made under the direction and care of 
Reeves Funeral Homes, Ltd. in Morris. (815-942-2500)



Patient, kind, and generous, Richard A. Gilmour lived his faith 
centered life in loving service to his community. Whether playing 
the church organ, teaching his beloved students, or cycling 
the county roads, Richard embraced life as a blessing and 
celebrated each day as a gift. An unwavering servant to both 
his school and church families, Richard harmoniously carried 
himself with honor and integrity and in so doing proved to be a 
powerful role model. Treasured by many, Richard will be deeply 
missed by those who will proudly carry his legacy forward in 
their daily lives.

Despite the obvious gloom of the Great 
Depression,1934 gave birth to many 
celebrated firsts. Flash Gordon made 
his debut while Fuji Photo Film was 
established. The Three Stooges took 
center stage in their first short film while 
the nation first met Donald Duck. The 
year marked the turning point in the Great 
Depression, as the rays of hope peeked 
through the clouds of despair in America 
when unemployment decreased to 22%. 
Nowhere was there a greater sense of hope 
than in Morris, Illinois as Allan “Lad” and Esther (Hill) Gilmour welcomed 

their son Richard into their hearts and home on June 1st.

Raised in Coal City, IL, with the exception of a couple of years when the family moved 
to Tennessee where his father Lad worked for the T.V.A., Richard’s natural aptitude for 
music and his deeply rooted faith formed the firm foundation upon which he beautifully 
composed the rest of his life.

Richard graduated Coal City High School in 1952. He then 
attended Millikin University in Decatur Illinois, where he was 
both the Chapel organist and the chairman of Religious 
Emphasis Week. During his college years, Richard participated 
in the Cappella Choir, as well as the University Operatic 
Productions. It was also during this time that Richard’s passion 

for helping others earned him the opportunity to attend a 
Summer Work Camp in Germany during 1955. It was 
here that volunteers from around the globe gathered 
in an effort to assist in rebuilding the war torn 
country. In 1956 Richard proudly graduated with 
his Bachelor of Arts Degree.

On February 26, 1957 Richard began his 
military service with the United States Army 
from which he was honorably discharged on 

February 18, 1959. Richard then fulfilled his Army Reserve 
obligations on Feb 25, 1963.

During 1962 Richard had the good fortune of being hired as 
a fourth-grade teacher at Saratoga Community Consolidated 
School in Morris. The following year he accepted a position 
instructing music, German, and Social Studies. While 
serving in this position, Richard was selected as a teacher 
of German for the National Defense Education Act for three 
summers: 1964, 1965, and 1967. In August of 1965, 

Richard had the additional thrill of attending 
the Goethe Institute in Munich, Germany. In 
1970 Richard’s career led him to Immaculate 
Conception Catholic School in Morris, where 
he taught Music and Religion. Richard approached his teaching career 
with great care, devotion, and passion; he truly loved working with young 
people and carried his responsibilities with honor and integrity. As a result 
of his reverent and skillful teaching, Richard positively impacted countless 
youth over decades. As a private piano and organ teacher, for over 30 years 
Richard patiently shared his knowledge and wisdom with many budding 
musicians both young and old alike.

A lifelong learner, Richard felt an insatiable desire to continue to learn 
and grow. Over the years Richard regularly attended and participated in 

workshops, seminars, and classes to continue expanding and honing his musical craft. 
An admirer of the French-German theologian, organist, philosopher, and physician Albert 
Schweitzer, Richard’s faith and musical prowess grew abundantly under the influence of 
Schweitzer’s inspiring works. Richard also found Charles Lindberg of great interest. In 

addition to his love of classical music, Richard also held significant interests in the art 
of baking, the thrill of traveling, and the challenges of running and cycling. Richard’s 
love of running found him participating in many local races, and he was particularly 
proud of successfully riding a 1,400-mile tour around Lake Michigan.

Not only was Richard an active member of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
in Morris, he also served as parish organist, choral director, and liturgist for 30 
years. In 1971 Richard commissioned Kurt Roderer to build an instrument, following 
old world organ building practices, with the vision that it would serve the parish 

for generations to come. It was then on Palm Sunday of 1974 that 
Richard’s efforts came to fruition, when the two manual, 15 rank pipe 
organ consisting of 799 individual pipes was installed at Immaculate 
Conception. The prized instrument was moved in 2012 to the new 
church and continues to be played for liturgy at the parish. Over the 
years Richard skillfully played the organ and generously provided 
beautiful music for countless weddings, masses, and special services. 
Richard also for a period, gave of his time by serving as a cantor at 
the Cathedral of Saint Raymond in Joliet. With a tremendous sense of 
honor, Richard accepted the responsibilities of serving as a Confirmation 
sponsor for many treasured friends. Likewise, as a Godfather, Richard 
afforded both steadfast faith and unconditional love.


