
Our Mother Is Gone 

You can shed tears that she is gone
Or you can smile because she has lived

You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back
Or you can open your eyes and see all that she has left

Your heart can be empty because you can’t see her
Or you can be full of the love that you shared

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday

You can remember her and only that she is gone
Or you can cherish her memory and let it live on

You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back
Or you can do what she would want: smile, open your eyes, love and 

go on and be the man or woman she would want you to be……. 

Author David Harkins 
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sIda’s Journey

Ida Mae Whiteside was born June 14, 1938 in Coeburn, Virginia to 
William and Elizabeth Whiteside. Ida was the youngest of twelve 
children.

Ida resided in Cleveland, Ohio and retired from General Electric.

She had a passion for reading. Readers Digest, Chicken Soup for the soul 
and word search puzzles were just a few of her favorite reading materials 
and puzzles.

Ida met Roy Graves in 1975 and they were married in 1991.

She loved traveling and eating at various restaurants. She always enjoyed 
a good home cooked meal, especially when they were prepared by her 
husband Roy. Ida had a sweet tooth. Chocolates and suckers were her 
delight! 

Ida loved flowers! Gerber Daisies were her absolute favorite. The old 
saying “shop til you drop” fit Ida to a “T” she loved, loved, loved to shop!

On September 8, 2020 God called Ida’s name and she answered her call. 
She leaves to cherish her memories: Her husband Roy Graves. Three 
daughters; Patricia, Deborah and Kim; five children through a relationship 
of love; Shelia, Carolyn, Kayla, Roy Jr. and Ray. Two sisters; Delores and 
Gertrude, five grandsons, one granddaughter, twelve great-grand children, 
two great-great grand children  and a host of other relatives and friends.

Order of Service

Prelude...................Matthew 6:9-13............. The Lord’s Prayer

Old & New Testament.................................

 Proverbs 3:5-6…John 11:25-26 & 

 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14

Prayer............................................................. Minister

Selection........................................................ Amazing Grace

Acknowledgements & Resolution.................

Remarks......................................................... 2  mins please

Obituary........................................................ Keli M. Bonner Gaines

Selection........................................................ 

Eulogy ........................................................... Bishop Gonelcha Askew

Recessional.....................................................


