


Celebration of Life

Order of Service

 Prelude .........................................................................Rodney Hubbard

 Processional ............................................................Clergy and Family

 Prayer ....................................................................Pastor Jerome Hurst

 Scripture Reading ................................Gladys Bankston - Lewis

 Resolutions .................................................................... Carolyn Hibbitt

 Music Selection .......................................................Rodney Hubbard

 Remarks ......................................................................Marcus Bankston

 Reflections ......Family and Friend (limit 2 minutes please)

 Reading of Poems .......................................Rayshawn Eberhardt

 Music Selection .......................................................Rodney Hubbard

 Reading of Obituary ..................................................... Read Silently 

 Eulogy ...................................................................Pastor Jerome Hurst

 Music Selection .......................................................Rodney Hubbard

Recessional

We thought of you today 
But that is nothing new

We thought about you yesterday 
And days before that too

We think of you in silence
We often speak your name

Now all we have our memories
And your picture in a frame

Your memory is our keepsake
With which will never part
God has you in his keeping
We have you in our heart

If tears could build a stairway
And memories were in a lane

We would walk right up to heaven 
And bring you back again

No farewell words were spoken
No time to say goodbye

You were gone before we knew it 
And only God knows why

Our hearts will ache in sadness
And secret tears still flow
What it meant to lose you 

No one will ever know 

But now we know you want us 
To morn for you no more

To remember all the happy times
Life still has much in store

Since you’ll never be forgotten 
We pledge to you today

A hallowed place within our hearts
Is where you’ll always stay



I think of things you used to say
And all that you would do

At some point, every single day
My thoughts will turn to you

To lose you was a bitter wrench
The pain cut to my core

I cried until my tears ran out
And then I cried some more

This wouldn’t be your wish for me
That I’d be forever sad

So I try to remind myself
Of the happy times we had

I know I can’t be with you now
And you can’t be with me

But safe inside my heart you’ll stay
That’s where you’ll always be

I know I cannot bring you back 
Although I wish it everyday
A piece of me went with you

The day you went away

The day you left and gained your wings
My heard just broke in two

I wish you could have stayed with me 
But Heaven needed you

Of all the many blessings
However great or small

To have had you for a nephew
Was one of the greatest of all

Those special memories of you
Will always bring a smile

If only I could have you back
For just a little while

Then we could sit and talk again
Just like we used to do 

You always meant so very much
And you always will do too

The fact you’re no longer here
Will always being me pain

But you’re forever in my heart
Until we meet again

The family chain has been broken now
And nothing seems the same

But as God takes us one by one
The chain will link again.

   v

 Davonty Robert Craven was born April 5th 1993 to Tannica (Stacey) 
Dukes and DaVanty Craven at Metro Health Medical Center in Cleveland 
Ohio. Davonty was the most beautiful Baby a mother could ever wish 
for. It was Love at first sight. 

 Davonty was known by many as “Tay” but affectionately called 
Pooh by family and those who knew him well. Pooh was a very energetic 
loving child, with a smile that could light up a room for days. He was 
passionate, talkative, stubborn, ambitious, loved to sing, dance and had 
a great sense of humor. He had a way of making anybody laugh. 

 Davonty graduated and received his Diploma from Maple Heights 
High School June 5, 2012. He furthered his education and received two 
Associate Degrees from Glendale College in Arizona on May 5th 2017. 
Pooh’s heart and passion was for basketball. It was rare to have a 
conversation with him and the subject not come up. He developed a love 
for the sport at a very young age. He was very dedicated, always in the 
gym working out, practicing dunks or getting his shots up to develop his 
skill to an elite level. Pooh played ball throughout his high school years 
and went on to play for Glendale College in Arizona and was training to 
play overseas. 
 
 Davonty was a true Renaissance Man. Wherever Pooh went, he 
always made his presence known. He had an impeccable sense of 
fashion. He thought he was Mr. GQ. He loved taking pictures to show off 
his fashionable attire. Pooh had no fear. There was nothing he couldn’t 
do. He traveled the country. He was always the “leading man”.  He 
commanded attention. He was a true ladies’ man. He could melt the 
hearts of anyone around him with just his smile and a few clever words. 
He was and will always be someone special.

Life Story of My Pooh



 Pooh also had a special love for disabled and special need 
teens. He was able to show his passion and love for them every 
day as he went to work in a group home for special needs teens. 
Pooh loved being around them, he would say “they are just like 
us they just need a little more love and attention”. He really cared 
for them and developed a strong relationship with them. 

 Davonty accepted Christ at a very young age. He loved 
going to church with his Auntie Nish and was later baptized as a 
teenager at Southeast Seventh Day Adventist Church by Pastor 
Bryant Tayler. Davonty also enjoyed playing on the Southeast 
Basketball Team where he contributed to several victories and 
Championships. 

 Our hearts were so heavily saddened and our world came 
to a crashing halt when Davonty was called home to rest on 
Wednesday August 26th in Phoenix, Arizona. 

 Davonty leaves in mourning his parents, Damon and Stacey 
Dukes, Sister: Danijah Dukes (Daquan) and Nephew King Dukes. 
Brothers: Damon Dukes and Dylan Craven. Grandparents: 
Fannie (Clifford) Booker, Angela Dukes and Joe Turner. He also 
leaves his Beloved Auntie ‘Nish” Arnischia (Marcus) Bankston. 
Uncles:  Joe (Quinita) Williams, Katarvis (Lauren) Williams, John 
(Zaneta) Dukes, Brent (Monica) Dukes.  Aunts:  Ashley (Robert) 
Tufts, Jasmine, Jalisa and Janelle Blake. God Mother:  Danessa 
Fletcher. Girlfriend Patience Levon. Best friends: Corey Hairston 
and Tyrek Hakeem as well as a host of other loved family and 
friends.



My Last Party
When you come to my last party,

Don’t come with faces long.
But come with memories that are pleasant,

In your heart let there be a song.

The places will be full of loved ones,
and I will be dressed so grand.

The only thing I shall be sorry for,
is that I won’t be there to shake your hand.

When you come to my last party
we won’t play any games.

But there will be a register,
Where you may sign your name.

As you stand and sing my praises,
In voices so silently.

Telling each other or thinking,
Of what good things you remember about me.

When you come to my last party,
My Lord will be the host.

Because it is, He amongst all my friends,
Who really loved me most.

He bore my cross at Calvary,
He bears my cross today.

And when you leave, he will still be with me,
To comfort me along the way.

So when you gather at my grave today,
Remember how I loved you all

In my own special way.
I did the best that I knew how,

It’s up to God to take care of me now.




















