
       

  ARRANGEMENTS ENTRUSTED TO 
 Lewis Funeral Service  

  1084 Pacific Street Brooklyn, New York 18052 
  Phone: 718 852-6733 

 
  Internment-Pine Lawn Cemetery 

Pine Lawn, New York 

 Mother Gladys Armstrong’s Quotes 

“Tell the truth and shame the devil” 

“Don’t let the devil use you.  He will sit back and laugh at you every time.” 

“Save your money and buy what you want.  You don’t have to wait on someone to give you what 

you want.” 

“Cherish your ministry.” 

“Believe God.” 

“If you don’t do it, God will raise up someone who will.” 

“Stay in the Boat. -Stay in the Church.” 

“No such thing as play fighting.” 

“The devil don’t play fair.” 

“While you are judging others, that same devil is plotting and planning your demise.” 

“Stay on your knees. Don’t get up until you get your breakthrough!” 
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The Family 

August 6, 1935  

SUNRISE  

January 5, 2023  

SUNSET  

The Home Going Celebration  
of   

Reverend Mother Gladys Armstrong, 
 

Pastor Emeritus, Evangelistic Deliverance Church 
  2 Timothy 4:7 “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:  

  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness.” 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 6pm 
 

Full Effect Churches  
(Headquarters) 

900 New Lots Avenue Brooklyn, New York 22308 
effect900.com 

 

Bishop Archie L. McInnis, II, Presiding Bishop. 
Officiating 

 

Bishop Archie L. McInnis, Sr. 
Eulogist 
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Order of service 

  

 

The Home Going Celebration  
of  

Reverend Mother Gladys Armstrong, 

Pastor Emeritus, Evangelistic Deliverance Church 
 

Processional 

Prayer of Comfort     Overseer Daiheem Kearse  

Old Testament                                                     Psalm 121   
                      Pastor Wanza Leftwich 

   

New Testament      St. John 14:1-8 
       Pastor Chachira Smith-Robinson 
 

Hymn of Praise      Hold to His Hand 
        
 

Remarks                                 Clergy  (2minutes please) 

Selection       Full Effect Mass Choir 

Family Tributes      Pastor Harold Armstrong, 
       Bishop Kimberly Wallace 

 

Selection       Pastor Archie L. McInnis, III 

Acknowledgments and Obituary                     Dr. Cynthia McInnis 

Selection       Sis. Kirtorria Gibbs 
 

Eulogy       Bishop Archie L. McInnis, Sr.,  
       New Life Pentecostal Holiness Church 

Final Viewing  

Benediction 

Recessional 
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MOTHER GLADYS ARMSTRONG 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Hold to God's Unchanging Hand 
 

Hymn of Praise 
 

Time is filled with swift transition. 
Naught of earth unmoved can stand. 
Build your hopes on things eternal. 

Hold to God’s unchanging hand. [Refrain] 
 

Hold to His hand, God’s unchanging hand. 
Hold to His hand, God’s unchanging hand. 

Build your hopes on things eternal. 
Hold to God’s unchanging hand. 

 
Trust in Him who will not leave you. 

Whatsoever years may bring. 
If by earthly friends forsaken, 

Still more closely to Him cling. [Refrain] 
 

Covet not this world’s vain riches 
That so rapidly decay. 

Seek to gain the heav’nly treasures. 
They will never pass away. [Refrain] 

 
When your journey is completed, 

If to God you have been true, 
Fair and bright the home in Glory 

Your enraptured soul will view. [Refrain] 

We Will Always Remember You! 
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Obituary 
 

Reverend Mother Gladys Armstrong,  
Pastor Emeritus, Evangelistic Deliverance Church 

 
Reverend Mother Gladys Armstrong, Pastor Emeritus, Evangelistic Deliverance Church, 
affectionately known as Shepherd Mother, and called “Yengly” pronounce Yang-lee by 
close family members was born August 6, 1935 in Lucama, North Carolina to Adron and 
Lenetta Thompson. As a child, she had a perpetual resounding love for the Lord as she 
learned the Holy Scriptures, attended Sunday School, and learned almost every song in the 
Baptist Hymnal.  She and her family were faithful members of First Baptist Church of    
Lucama.  Mother Armstrong enjoyed singing hymns and worship songs.  She was not 
thrilled about contemporary Christian music as she often would tell you. “I don’t             
understand a word they are saying!” 
 
She attended North Carolina Public schools and graduated form Springfield High School   
in 1953. After High School, she wanted to attend Cosmetology and Beauty School;            
unfortunately, her father would not allow her to do so. Why? He was over protective of his 
baby girl who was very sickly as a child.  (I think that was the reason.)   What ever the    
reason might have been, one thing we know for sure, Gladys was ready to leave the south. 
 
While living in North Carolina, she met a young man by the name of Robert Lee          
Armstrong.  This was the beginning of a love affair. Robert later migrated to New York for 
one reason: to put the big city lights out.  That never happened.  Instead, he eventually 
found the light of the world: Jesus Christ.  One year later, Mother Armstrong migrated to 
New York.  She also came to the Big Apple to live with her older sister and cousins. One 
evening in Brooklyn, on the corner of Nostrand and Macon, as she turned the corner,  
someone called out her name.  “Gladys, Gladys is that you?”  “Robert, Robert is that you?”  
What a reunion! He found his “rib” which he left in North Carolina.  After a brief courtship, 
they were united in Holy Matrimony on June 2, 1956.  Three wonderful, talented children 
were added to this union: Harold Keith, Kimberly Michelle, and John John who preceded 
her in death in 2016. 
 
Gladys and Robert also started on a newfound spiritual journey at New Canaan Baptist 
Church under the leadership of the late Rev. Charles E. Lewis.  Mother Armstrong became 
Church Secretary, Choir President, Deaconess, as well as a faithful member. She gained the 
alias name of “Harriet Tubman” because she was instrumental in bringing family  members 
and friends to Christ.  She was a true disciple who gave her time to studying God’s word, 
fasting, and praying.  She was more than a housewife, and a young mother.  God gave her 
wisdom beyond her years. She spent time counseling the young and old, helping and giving 
shelter to those in need, spreading the word of God to all mankind.  Mother Armstrong did 
not feel inadequate or unqualified to challenge those of other religious persuasions.  She 
would often say: “why don’t you knock on my door?  I have the answers that will change 
your life!” 

Everything you tried to instill in me still stands. I thank you. I truly 

believe your prays kept me covered throughout my life and til this day. 
God knew what he was doing when he brought your son into my 
moms life. He was there to save.little ole me. You fed me when i didnt 
have food. You put clothes on me when i didnt have. When my mother 
would disappeared for months you took me in with no hesitation and 
no questions asked. You Loved me like I was your own. You really 
saved my life. Heaven waits for QUEENS and you have earned your 
CROWN. Wear it with Gods anointing because you are my earthly an-
gel and deserve what he promised.  
100 YEARS 
 

Written by Kim Cassava (granddaughter) 

 
She defined strength; she defined grace  

Many hearts she touched with her warm embrace  

A wife to one; a mother of three  

An inspirational leader to many she would be  

Thank you for your wisdom, your words have touched many souls  

The virtuous woman you were, to all be told  

You left your mark by simply loving everyone  

Now you’re home with the Lord  

God said “well done!  
       By Kasandra Armstrong  
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Most of her life, she was a chronic asthmatic who suffered and would often seek refuge in 
the emergency room while literally fighting to live.  With prayer and faith,                                                 
she awaited her healing.  One night, she attended a revival meeting with the late Bishop 
Donald Kinsey of Miracle Temple, Brooklyn, New York.  After preaching, he said “Sister 
Armstrong, you are healed of asthma.  God said, if you want a confirmation of your healing, 
ask me for anything!” Without hesitation, she said, “I want the Lord to fill me with the Holy 
Ghost! I want to speak in tongues as the Spirit of God gives utterance.” Before she knew it, 
she was rolling on the floor, speaking in tongues as the Spirit gave utterance! From that 
night on, she never had another asthma attack. She was healed by the Power of God!                                              
Hallelujah! 
  
Later, the Armstrong family became part of the Faith Deliverance Center under the       
leadership of the late Bishop Woodrow Wilson Ingram, affectionately known as “Pop.” 
Continuing in ministry, Bishop Armstrong and Mother Armstrong preached and held      
revivals throughout the metropolitan area as well as across the United States. 
 
Never being ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, during the 1960’s this dynamic husband 
and wife team organized the Evangelistic Association Crusade where they preached in   
prisons, street meetings, city parks, churches of various denominations, and anywhere the 
Lord opened a door. God blessed them to broadcast on WHBI 105.9 FM, and on WWDJ 
97.0 AM radio.  Because of their love for God and souls, they were always exceedingly 
dedicated to ministry.  
 
“I also heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then 
said I, here am I; send me.” Isaiah 6:8 
 
 Missions were birthed in Bishop and Mother Armstrong! During an all night prayer meet-
ing, the Lord spoke to Bishop Armstrong saying, “Go to Africa.” He answered the call of 
God to do missionary work in Africa, and many other foreign countries. He would not think 
about traveling without “his rib!” Bishop and Mother Armstrong traveled on their first   
missionary trip in February 1970 to Kenya, Uganda, and London, England. Their lives were 
enriched in a greater measure as they reached the unreachable, preaching to thousands. 
Leaving three small children behind in New York for two months, they traveled over 
10,000 miles to preach the gospel: the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
 
“And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives 
by a great deliverance.” Gen. 45:7  
 
Many were saved, and set free by the power of God.  
As a result of their trip, they were able to witness, and train many young African brothers 
and sisters including Archbishop Arthur Kitonga of Redeemed Gospel Church. Currently 
Archbishop Kitonga is now the presiding Bishop over 2,000 churches across ten countries.  
 

Together Bishop & Mother have ministered in the West Indies, Jamaica, Trinidad,   

Barbados, and St. Thomas.  During their evangelistic ministry, they have gained untold  
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experiences including the opportunity to conduct a revival crusade at the Historically Black 

Colleges/Universities: St. Augustine’s University, Raleigh, N.C. Many college students and 

staff members gave their hearts to the Lord during this crusade.    
                                                                                                                                                                        

In September of 1974, the Evangelistic Deliverance Church was established. As an         
ordained evangelist, Mother Armstrong remained faithful preaching, teaching, and training 
those who committed their lives to Christ. She was truly the epitome of a Shepherd      
Mother! 

After being a housewife for more than 20 years, Mother Armstrong attended and  graduated 
from the Midtown School of Business, New York, New York. 

Everything Mother Armstrong received was by her unwavering faith and confidence in 
God.  She spoke the desires of her heart into existence.  While living in an apartment, she 
declared: God I thank you for my house, a backyard, a patio, upstairs bedrooms, more than 
one bathroom, and a finished basement. Because of her faith, God blessed her and Bishop 
with a two- family home with all the features and comforts requested.  

In 1985 Bishop and Mother Armstrong founded a family own business: Armstrong     
Transportation- where they have been providing quality and affordable transportation for 
private, public, and charter schools.  Pastor Armstrong is now the CEO. 

In July 1990, Bishop Armstrong and Mother Armstrong made their fourth missionary   
journey back to Africa where many souls were saved, healed and delivered by the power of 
the Holy Ghost. In 1997, they took a missionary journey to Hubli, India traveling into     
villages of Hindus and Muslims preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ; as a result, many 
souls received Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  

In 1992, God gave Mother Armstrong another miracle.  She was diagnosed with              
meningococcal meningitis: bacteria infecting the lining of her brain and spinal cord and 
causing swelling.  She laid in a coma for five long days.  With tubes, ventilators, ICU       
doctors looked hopelessly concerned waiting to declare her lifeless.  I was told “your    
mother is brain dead.”  She is not communicating at all.  She will not live and if she does, 
she will be blind, deaf, or unable to walk.”  But one day, I walked into her hospital room 
and the medical team greeted me with astounding news and gleeful hearts!  “Your mother is 
communicating!!!”  “I don’t know what happened!  It’s a miracle!  All I could do was 
praise God for his supernatural miraculous work.  God indeed gave her a miracle. 

For 57 years, Mother Gladys Armstrong was married to her best friend, and soul mate.  
Loyal to the end, during sickness and in health, Mother Armstrong stood by her husband’s 
side as they together ministered, counseled, prayed, and loved God’s people.   

Mother Armstrong was known for being an extraordinary cook who would feed enormous 
groups of people on holidays or non-holidays.  She would feed the poor, the needy,  

 

 

 

the greedy, the Yemeni owners of the corner store, anyone who knocked on the front door.  
The only requirement was to wash your hands and have a seat at the dining room table.  She 
enjoyed the smiles, the compliments, and when some desired another plate or a take out 
tray.  If you didn't know how to cook, she would teach you.  She didn't mind sharing her 
recipes with all. 

During her challenges with dementia she pressed forward never complaining; she smiled 
with true conviction believing that there is nothing too hard for God.  Often times, while 
residing in the Nursing Home, Mother Armstrong could be heard singing her favorite 
hymns, praying for staff members, and telling someone about Christ.  Her smile, sense of 
humor, and kindness was perceived by all.  One nurse declared: “Mother Armstrong’s   
spirit is secured.”  Even while actively dying and when she departed this life, many of the 
employees of ProMedica Nursing Home hugged, kissed Mother good-bye.  Each one told a 
special story about Gladys. 

I cannot forget her love for coffee.  Without fail, she was sure to first remove the lid, and 
then drink her coffee. I think it tasted better without the lid.  Here is the dialogue: 

Me: “Mom do you like your coffee? 
Mom: “Oh Yes!” 

Me: “What does it taste like?” 
Mom: “It taste like NOT! 

Me: “NOT?” 
Mom: “Yes….NOT enough!” lol 

 
Mommy: your ability to tell stories, your gentle smile, the stylish clothes along with your 
church hats, your beauty and poise, your classy and virtuous manners, your sophistication, 
charisma, your wittiness, your family values, your toughness, your sternness, your           
practicality, your loyalty and friendship, your praise and worship, your love for God, your 
love for people, your love for your husband, children, grandchildren, extended family and 
friends, will be deeply and truly remembered until the end of time.  You will be genuinely 
missed by all.  A special thank you to my teenager, my Rock, Rahsheed, who gave up being 
a kid to help care for his “Grandma.” 

“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Phil. 3:14 
“I fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7 
 
Mother Gladys Armstrong went home to be with the Lord on Thursday, January 5, 2023 @ 
10:36 pm.  She leaves to cherish her memory two children: Harold Armstrong (Tina)    
Brooklyn, New York, Kimberly Wallace, Whitehall, PA, six grand children, sixteen            
great-grandchildren, two great-great- grandchildren, one Aunt: Evangelist Luberta James, 
one brother-in-law Deacon Willie Snow, (Cathy), one God-daughter, Sabrina Brantley, a 
host of nieces, nephews, cousins, relatives and special friends. 
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