
 

 

 
 

Flower Bearers   
Friends of the family  

 
 

Interment  
Southern Michigan Services 

Livonia, Michigan 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF APPRECIATION 
The Conley family wishes to acknowledge with deep appreciation, the 

many comforting messages, floral tributes, prayers and many other 
expressions of kindness and concern evidenced at this time in thought 
and deed. A more personal acknowledgement will be made at a later 

date. 
   

Final Arrangements Entrusted to: 

Chapel Hill Funeral Home 

8033 Puritan 

Detroit, Michigan 48238 

313-340-8883 

www.chapelhillfuneralhomes.com 

“Where Your Family Is Our Family” 

Obituaries by Chapel Hill Funeral Home 

Celebrating of Life  

                          Mr. Russell Lavern Conley 

 

   
 
 

 

Sunrise: March 22, 1951       Sunset: April 30, 2022  

 

 

Memorial Service 

Saturday, May 21, 2022 

Service Time: 3:00PM 

 

Chapel Hill Funeral Home 

8033 Puritan Ave. 

Detroit, Michigan 48238 

 

 

 
Pastor Nelson A. Henry, Officiant 

 

 



Life Story of Russell Lavern Conley 
  

The First Quarter 

Russell L. Conley was born on Thursday, March 22, 1951 in 

Neelyville, Missouri to the parents of Howard and Myrtle Conley, who 

preceded him in death. He was the fourth of six children. Russell had a 

childhood full of memories in Neelyville before the family moved to Detroit, 

MI in his teen years. Upon their arrival north, he graduated from Kettering 

High School.  

 

The Second Quarter 

After graduation, he started a career at General Motors but spent the 

majority of his career at Chrysler where he mainly worked in Maintenance 

and Quality Control. He was well known in the workplace. At work, he went 

by the nickname of Stoney. As love would have it, he met this slender, 

brown-skinned young lady who first caught his eye and then captured his 

heart – Shirley Dortch; but for her, it was not love at first sight. Eventually, 

she gave him a chance, and after earning her love and respect, on Saturday, 

June 8, 1974, they were joined together in holy matrimony. To this union, 

two sons were born – Russell L. Conley, Jr. and Denzel Russell Conley. 

 

The Third Quarter 

Russell provided for his family and had a lot of interests. He liked 

watching basketball and football, playing bid whist, playing chess, waxing 

and detailing his cars, and distance cycling. Russell was the epitome of a 

well-dressed man. He had a heart to help others too. On Saturdays, he would 

volunteer in the Cass Corridor to serve those who were less fortunate. Also, 

he always knew how to make a dollar.  

 

The Fourth Quarter 

Because of his work ethic and daily routine, he was up and out of the 

house early. For those who know, Russell was punctual for everything. As 

life came full circle, his health and strength began to fade, and he slipped 

away from Earth to Eternity on Saturday, April 30, 2022. His love and lasting 

legacy is left to his bride of 47 years: Shirley Conley; two sons, Russell L. 

Conley, Jr. and Denzel Russell Conley; one grandson, Russell L. Conley, III; 

siblings Howard Conley, Larry Conley, Marie McComb, and Jerry Conley, 

who all preceded him in death; only living sibling, Ellen (Ernest) Bennett; 

special niece “daughter”, Shawan Dortch; and a host of nieces, nephews, 

family, and friends. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
Processional  

                      
Scripture      Psalm 23                                        Evangelist  Tina Winston 

Prayer                                                                 Evangelist Tina Winston 

Song                          

Acknowledgement of Cards                                          Ms. Shmiko Cook 

Obituary         Ms. Shmiko Cook 

Remarks (two minutes only)     Family and Friends 

Song                                                                                  

Eulogy            Pastor Nelson A. Henry 

Recessional    

I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me 

shall never die. Believest thou this? 
St. John 11:25-26 

 
 

 


