Always with you…
Your Mother is always with you.
She’s the whisper of the leaves as
you walk down the Street, she’s
the smell of certain foods you
remember,
Flowers you pick and perfume that
she wore, she’s the
Cool hand on your brow when
you’re not feeling well,
She’s your breath in the air on a
cold winter’s day.
She is the sound of the rain that lulls you to sleep…
The colors of a rainbow, she is Christmas morning.
Your Mother lives inside your laughter.
And she’s crystallized in every teardrop.
A mother shows every emotion...happiness,
Sadness, fear, jealousy, love, hate, anger,
Helplessness, excitement, joy, sorrow...and all the
While, hoping and praying you will know the good
feelings in life.
She’s the place you came from, your first home, and
She’s the map you follow with every step you take.
She’s your first love, your first friend, even your
First enemy, but nothing on earth can separate you.
Author: Deborah R. Culver
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Acknowledgment
You helped to lighten the gloom of our grief. Perhaps you sent a lovely
card or sat quietly in a chair. Perhaps you sent beautiful flowers that we
saw sitting there. Or perhaps you spoke the kindest words that any
friend could say. Perhaps you were not there at all, but just thought of us
or said a prayer. Whatever you did to console our hearts, we thank you
for your part.
We especially wish to acknowledge the services of Marilyn Gilliam,
Rhonda Crompton, Gaynell McIver, and the staff and administrators at
Sanford Health and Rehabilitation on Farrell Road and
Central North Carolina Hospital, Sanford, NC.
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Knotts Funeral Home
719 Wall Street
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I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness,
which the LORD, the righteous Judge, will award to me on
that day-and not only to me, but also to all who have
longed for His appearing. 2 Timothy 4:7-8

1 o’clock Tuesday, March 23, 2021
Fair Promise AME Zion Church
712 Wall Street
Sanford, North Carolina 27330
Rev. Joseph Robbins, Pastor, Officiating
Rev. Iris Jordan, Eulogist

Order of Service

Obituary
Josephine Gilliam Turner

Organ Prelude
Processional…………………………………..………..Clergy and Family
Hymn of Comfort……….. “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”……Choir
Scriptures…..Old Testament and New Testament….Rev. Joseph Robbins
Prayer of Comfort……………………………………..Rev. Curtis Boykin
Pastor, Mt. Sinai United Holy Church
Solo……………………………………………………Rev. Curtis Boykin
Acknowledgements
Family Tribute……………………………………….Mrs. Eula B. Turner
Daughter-in-Law
Obituary (Read Silently)
Solo……………………………………………………….Rev. Iris Jordan
Eulogy………………………………….............................Rev. Iris Jordan
Pastor, St. Paul AME Zion Church
Recessional Hymn…………. “We’re Marching to Zion”……………Choir

was born to Joseph C. and Mattie Marsh
Gilliam on February 22, 1925. She grew up in the Tempting Community of
Sanford, NC surrounded by brothers, sisters, and cousins. Josephine attended
Lee County Training School (renamed W.B. Wicker).
In of 1944, Josephine married William Doyle Turner and to this union three
sons were born. The couple also welcomed into their home those who were
in need of a temporary shelter. They mentored a lot of young people, and Josephine babysat for many of her cousins' children. What a joy it was when
the grandchildren started arriving! Josephine lived to see great great grandchildren.
The family worshiped together at Fair Promise AME Zion Church. In her
younger years, Josephine sang with the Choir. She was also a member of the
Order of the Eastern Star.
Josephine enjoyed cooking tasty meals and hosting birthday celebrations and
special holiday meals. She enjoyed the simple pleasures in life. Happiness
was a Sunday afternoon spent visiting extended family, taking a ride in rural
areas, and stopping for ice-cream on the way home. Josephine enjoyed the
annual Homecoming Reunion in the Tempting Community. She also honored
her husband's roots in the Cumnock community by attending Homecoming at
St. Paul AME Zion Church.
When sickness took a toll on Josephine's body, it was apparent to those
around her which chapters in her life were dear to her heart. She reminisced
about her beloved Doyle and their sons. She reflected on her career as an
Operating Room Technician at Lee County Hospital. She spoke fondly of
growing up with her siblings and playing with cousins. She enjoyed having
meaningful conversations with her grandchildren.
On March 18, 2021 after fighting a good fight, finishing the race, and
keeping the faith, Josephine Gilliam Turner was called from labor to rest.
Josephine leaves a legacy of faith in God and unconditional love to her three
sons, William D. Turner of Greensboro, NC, Thurman L. Turner (Eula) of
Garner, NC, and Atty. S. Anthony Turner of Raleigh, NC, two grandchildren
Tamara T. Carter (Kevin) of Clinton, MD and Corey S. Turner (Samira) of
Atlanta, GA, a goddaughter, Rhonda F. Crumpton and a special daughter
Gaynell H. McIver (Fred), all of Sanford, NC, thirteen great grandchildren,
Justin J. Turner, (who lived with her in his formative years), Nicole Copeland
(Jonathan), Stephanie Porter (Cheaz), Marcus, Ashley, Jason, Gabriel, Kevin,
Jr, Jennifer, Elisabeth and Sarah Carter, Maia and Nia Turner; four greatgreat grandchildren, King and Aniyah Copeland, Ocean Porter, and Nathalie
Turner, two brothers, Joseph Gilliam, Jr. of Adelphi, MD and Everette
Gilliam of Clinton, MD, a sister Romena Gilliam of Sanford, NC, several
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
Josephine was preceded in death by her parents, her husband, a grandson
William D. Turner III (Tres), three sisters, Irene White, Clarateen Nelson,
and Lessie Duncan, and a brother Fletcher Gilliam.

