
  

In Loving Memory of A Very Special Husband 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When God was making husbands as far as I can see,  

He made a special soulmate especially for me.  

He made a perfect gentleman, compassionate and kind,  

with more love and affection than you could  

ever wish to find.  

He gave my darling husband a heart of solid gold,  

He gave me wonderful memories only my heart can hold,  

He was someone I could talk to that no one can replace,  

He was someone I could laugh with till tears  

ran down my face.  

Next time we meet will be at heaven’s door,  

When I see you standing there I won’t cry anymore,  

I will put my arms around you and kiss your smiling face,  

Then the pieces of my broken heart will  

fall back into place. 

                                Love Always,  Ernestine 

“Shakey” 



 

American Soldier 
 

SSG (Ret) James Ernest McIver was a 
Licensed Practical Nurse and Medic 

for over twenty two years and proudly 
served his country. He earned many                 

military awards and medals,                           
but the greatest award was his passion 

for just serving people all over the 
world with pride. 

 
 
 
 

The Obituary  
James Ernest McIver was born September 29, 1931, the youngest son of the late John and Mary McIver. Born in 
Lee County, North Carolina, this area remained the place he called home.  He departed this life on Wednesday, 
February 17th, 2021.  James, or “Shakey” as he was fondly called, died in the quietness and comfort of his                   
bedroom;  at home with his beloved wife, Ernestine, and son, Dedrick and grandson, Jaerias.  Granddaughters had 
come by to spend some time with PaPa. While they visited with Tine in the living room, James quietly took his 
leave, going home to be with the Lord. 

James lived a good life!  Attending Lee County High School, he joined the army and began a military career that 
would span twenty two years.   

Successfully completing the Practical Nurse’s curriculum,  James remembered his family back home by sending 
money to them. James would travel into combat zones to assist and administer aid and comfort to his military 
brothers and sisters. He served in the Vietnam War, served in Germany, and was stationed at other bases.  His last 
station was Fort Bragg, North Carolina. James was a lifelong member of American Legion #237 in Sanford, North 
Carolina.  

When James retired from the military, he did not retire from life.  He stayed involved in the community.  He and 
Ernestine bought a house in Sanford, settled in with their son, Dedrick, and James went back to work at a local 
school. After some years at the school,  he took a position at GKN Automotive, Inc. Always easy going and quick 
to cultivate friendships, he often said he wasn’t trying to do anything too strenuous. He refused to be a machine 
operator. He asked for a custodial position. This work allowed him to move at his own pace, get to make the 
rounds on the manufacturing floor and talk with friends and acquaintances every day. He had a regular bunch of 
buddies to work, eat and have fun with.   

James was an avid reader; he kept up with what was going on in the world, his hometown and neighborhood. He 
enjoyed reminiscing about old times, He knew what he liked and recognized what did not sit well with him. His 
favorite season was cookout time! He loved long summer days, grilling out, laughing and talking. He was a very 
sharp dresser and had  sharp-dresser swag! He was cool by nature. There was no pretense in him. 

James loved the Lord and supported the ministry of Taylors Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, the lifelong home 
church of his wife, Ernestine and mother-in-law, Beatrice Taylor and her family. James was committed to his  
family and the institution of family.  He loved little children and had spent a small fortune on the cookies he               
distributed to them.  He is already being missed! 

James was preceded in death by his beloved son, James Ronnie McIver (Barbara); his father and mother, John and 
Mary McIver; his siblings, Clareta McMillan, Isabelle Moffitt, Mary Alice McLean, Margaret Phillips, Joe, John, 
and Philmore McIver; his mother-in-law, Beatrice Taylor; brother-in-law, Wilkie McCrimmon; nieces, Georgia             
Moffitt Harris, Faye Foxx, Ellen Moffitt and Bobbie Green and nephews, Clarence McLean, Tom Baldwin and 
Red Baldwin. 

Memories of him will be especially cherished by his wife, Ernestine Taylor McIver; sons, James R. McIver, 
Dedrick McIver, Gerald McIver, and Tony C. McIver (Latasha); sweet daughter, Lavetrice McIver and bonus son, 
Demetrius Palmer (Mattie). Also left to mourn are two generations of grandchildren totaling twenty seven and 
thirty two great grandchildren, three generations of nieces and nephews, cousins, other family and friends. 

 

To Daddy from your Children  
Forever in our heart, Always on our mind. 

Together again we will be, all in God's time. 

Heaven gained another angel the day you left. 

Eternity promises you much needed rest. 

Rest now, Daddy, we'll be okay because  

we carry you with us every single day (Kucera). 

 

Thank You, Lord! 

As I sit by Heaven’s window 
With a spectacular new view, 

God it was Your grace and mercy 
That has always brought me through. 

As I sit by the window reading my                              
newspaper and watching TV,  

Lord I had to reflect on how good  
You have been to me 

You blessed me with my  
loyal wife of 50 years, Ernestine, 

And all of my children, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren too! 

I thank you Jesus for making me brand new! 
All I can do now is smile and shed no tears. 

So let me take this time to rest                                              
and get on one accord. 

As I close my eyes like a true soldier                                
and simply say, THANK YOU, LORD!!!! 

By:  William K. Johnson @02/20/2021 

 
To Papa from your Grandchildren  

 
God saw you getting tired 
and a cure was not to be 

so he put his arms around you 
and whispered, 
“Come to Me” 

With tearful eyes we watched you 
and saw you pass away 

and although we love you dearly 
we could not make you stay. 

A Golden heart stopped beating 
hard working hands at rest. 

God broke our hearts to prove to us 
He only takes the best. (Anonymous) 



Order of Service 
Reverend Gregory T. Headen, Officiating 

Founding Pastor, Genesis Missionary Baptist Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina  

 

 

Musical Prelude 
 

Processional………………………………………………………………………...……………...Clergy and Family  
 

Musical Selection……………………………………………………………….“I’ll Meet You In The Morning”  
                                                                                                  Tim Woodsen and the Heirs of Harmony 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures 
  

              Old Testament: Ecclesiastes 3……………………………………………Evangelist Pamela Foxx 
 

   New Testament: Revelation 21:1-4…………………………………………Pastor Renee’ Harris 
 
Prayer of Comfort………………………………………………………………………..…Member of the Clergy 
 

Selection….……………………………….................................................................“I Pray We’ll All Be Ready” 
                                                                                                                                         Chicago Mass Choir 
 

Acknowledgments/Obituary………………………………………………………Sister Cicily McCrimmon 
                                                                                                                                       Sister Roslyn Moffitt 
 

Remarks 
 

Eulogy………………………………………………………………………..…Reverend William Eugene Staton 
                                                                                                                         Pastor, Taylors Chapel MBC 
 

Selection……………………………………………………………………………………“Heaven Belongs To You” 
                                                                                                                                                 Alabama Gurlz   
  
Recessional………………………………………………………………………………..........Morticians in Charge 
 

 

The Interment  
 

Taylors Chapel Missionary Baptist Church 
2153 Mays Chapel Road 

Sanford, NC 27330  

Precious Memories 



Floral Bearers 
Nieces and Granddaughters 

 

Pall Bearers 
Daryl Bryant K.J. Foxx 

Tony Chalmers Daniel McCrimmon 
Derrick Harris Anthony Staley 

Patrick Harris Samuel McCrimmon 
 

The Acknowledgements 
With grateful hearts we wish to thank all of you for your generosity of spirit, the many 
phone calls, and tears shed with us as we grieve our loved one’s passing.  Your prayers 
have been invaluable because there is so much power in prayer!  James had an excellent 
medical care team; Dr. Jessica Priestwood, Dr. M. Shariff, Dr. Falk, Dr. Williams and  
Dr. Simons.  We give thanks to Mrs. Lula Knotts Thomas, and her staff of professionals. 
My family (biological and church family, Pastor Eugene Staton). God’s blessings on you all. 

 

~The family of James Ernest McIver 
 

 

 
    “TOGETHER AGAIN”          MCIVER REUNION 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Professional Services Entrusted To 

Knotts Funeral Home 
719 Wall Street 

Sanford, North Carolina 27330 
Phone: (919) 776-4345 /  Fax: (919) 776-0911 

www.knottsfuneralhome.com  

 

 
 

 

Alpha                           Omega  
September 29, 1931 ~ February 17, 2021  

We will always LOVE YOU, But the Lord LOVED YOU BEST! 
 

Tuesday,  February 23, 2021 
2:00 p.m. 

KNOTTS FUNERAL HOME 
719 WALL STREET 

SANFORD, NORTH CAROLINA 
Reverend William Eugene Staton | Eulogist 

Homegoing Celebration Of 

Staff Sergeant (Ret) James Ernest McIver, Sr. 


