
The Worship Celebration 
 

 

Musical Prelude 
 
Processional……………………………..…...……………...Clergy and Family 
 
Scripture - 1Thessolonians 4:13-18 ……………………………...Rev. Issac Coley 
 
Prayer of Comfort…………………………………..………Rev. Keith Wooten 
                                                                                  Staunton Memorial CME Church 
 

Family Tribute…………………………………………...…Rev. Julian French 
 
Resolution and Acknowledgments………………………Deaconess Janice Toomer 
 
Eulogy……………………………………………...…Pastor Stanley Burnette 
                                                       Ward Memorial Church, Sanford, North Carolina                        

 
Recessional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Interment 
Ward Memorial Cemetery 
Sanford, North Carolina  

 

Obituary 
Nina Bell Thomas French was born July 28, 1921 in Sanford NC to John and Alberta Reaves 
Thomas.  At 99 years of age she transitioned from her earthly home at Sanford Health &                    

Rehabilitation to her heavenly home on Monday February 15, 2021.  She was the fourth of five 
children who all preceded her in death (brother, Theodore Thomas, sisters, Catherine Brown, 
Helen Williams, and Nelzie Toomer).  She was also preceded in death by two grandsons,              
Derrick and Orlando (Landy) French. 
 

She attended school in the old Artannie Taylor home which was a school house at the time.  
Even though she never received a traditional education she was a wise woman. 
 

She was married to the late Thomas French and from this union five children were born.  She 
raised her five children through their teenage years until adult hood.  With a limited education 
herself, relying on wisdom from God, she taught her children well, she believed in the scriptures, 
Proverbs 22:6 Train Up A Child In The Way He Should Go, And When He Is Old, He Will 
Not Depart From It, and Proverbs 13:24 He That Spareth His Rod Hateth His Son, But He 
That Loveth Him Chasteneth Him Betimes. Although she could not afford to send them to        
college, they all strived to achieve on their own and became productive citizens to society. 
 

She worked as a domestic worker for Cooks Poultry and on days that she was not working at 
Cooks Poultry, she worked as a maid for prominent white families in the Moncure and Deep 
River area.  She also baby sit their children and grandchildren. 
 

She knew what it meant to live off the land.  Canning vegetables from the gardens, fruit from 
the trees, jelly from the vines, raising chickens on the yard, eggs from the hen nest, ham and pork  
chops from the hogs that were raised, fish from the rivers and ponds, and rabbits and squirrel 
from the woods.   
 

She was a faithful member of Ward Memorial Church until her health declined.  When she was 
able to go she would be one of the first at church every Sunday morning dressed from head to 
toe!  She took pride in having a perfect attendance in Sunday School.  She served for years as 
the Adult Bible Class Secretary, a Deaconess, a Missionary, and Usher. 
 

She was a very good cook, famous for her sweet potato pies, lemon pies, banana puddings, and 
chicken stew.  She was a very independent  woman and she lived at home by herself, and took 
care of herself with the help of family and Health care Aids until the age of 97.  When she was 
asked what are you doing she would often say “nothing but pressing the chair bottom” with her 
puzzle book and a 'chew' in her mouth! 
 

She leaves to cherish her memories: daughters, Marie Cross of Bear Creek and Sarah Richardson, 
Sanford NC; sons, Thomas French (Evelyn) Fayetteville, NC; James French (Gloria) Sanford, 
NC; and Julian French, Durham NC; ten grandchildren, seventeen great grandchildren, and a 
host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends. 
 



 

Floral Bearers 
Deaconess of Ward Memorial Church 

Her Granddaughters 

 
Pall Bearers 

Trustees of Ward Memorial Church 
Her Grandsons 
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The Family wishes to thank each and everyone for your caring thoughts and acts of kindness during                          

our loss.  The calls, flowers, cards and words of comfort have served as reminders that we are not alone                
during this time.  We shall always remember how your love sustained us and we pray that God will                        

continue to bless you as you have blessed us.  Special thanks to Sanford Health & Rehabilitation and                 
Staff for their compassionate care. To Pastor Stanley Burnette and The Ward Memorial Church Family 

who visited her and  provided her with some of her favorite “snacks” while housed at                                              
Sanford Health & Rehabilitation. 

 

 
To  those I love and those who love me 
When I am gone, release me, let me go, 

You mustn't tie yourselves to me with tears 
Be thankful for our many  beautiful years. 

I thank you for the love each of you have shown 
But now its time I travel alone 

Though you can't see or touch me, I'll be near 
And if you listen within your heart you'll hear 

All my love around you, soft and clear. 
Then when you must come this way alone 

I'll greet you with a smile and welcome you home. 
 
 
 

 

Professional Services Entrusted To 

Knotts Funeral Home 
719 Wall Street 

Sanford, North Carolina 27330 
Phone: (919) 776-4345 / Fax: (919) 776-0911 

www.knottsfuneralhome.com  

 

 
 

Who can find a virtuous woman?  
for her price is far above rubies. Proverbs 31:10 

Alpha  
July 28, 1921  

Omega  
 February 15, 2021  

Saturday, February 20, 2021 | 2:00 PM 

Knotts Funeral Home | 719 Wall Street | Sanford, NC 27330  

Reverend Stanley Burnette  | Eulogist 

Ward Memorial Church | Sanford, North Carolina                         

Celebration Of Life 

Mrs. Nina Bell Thomas French  


