
Professional Services Entrusted To 

Knotts Funeral Home 
719 Wall Street 

Sanford, North Carolina 27330 

Phone: (919) 776-4345 / Fax: (919)776-0911 

www.knottsfuneralhome.com  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The family would like to give a special thanks to UNC Hospice Care,  

his nurses and his doctor at UNC Hospital, Dr. Lee.  A special acknowledgement 

to his sister, Bessie Richardson and her husband, Stevie for taking care  
of him during his 4 years of Chemo and Radiation treatment at UNC,  

along with the medical care they provided in their home.  
We thank all of you and May God Bless You and Keep You. 

We would like to express our heartfelt appreciation to you, our family and friends. 

You have been a blessing to us in every way imaginable. Thank you for the gener-
osity and many expressions of love and compassion shown to us during this time 

of sorrow. We will forever cherish your wonderful acts of kindness and prayers. 
 

May God bless each of you. The Lyons Family  
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Reverend Demetrius Elliott, Eulogist 

FLORAL BEARERS  
  

   Candy Cockerham           Janice Mosley-Petty 
   Monique McCrimmon           Laura Ann King 
   Kelly Gunter   Erin Quinones 
 

 PALL BEARERS 
 

   Aaron Raynor           Craig Buchanan 
   Bruce Chalmers           Shane Raynor 
   Bill Bilbry Sr.          Aaron Graham 
 
 

HONORARY PALL BEARERS 
 

Craig Buchanan 
Tony Womack 

INTERMENT 
Broadway Town Cemetery 

Salem Church Road 
Broadway, NC 



Order of Celebration 

Processionals…………………………………………..Clergy and Family 

Special Selection 
 
Words of Comfort 
 
 Old Testament: Elder Johnnie Mae Chance 
 

 New Testament: Evangelist Veronica Williams 
 
Prayer of Comfort…………………………..Reverend Kenneth L. Swann 
 
Acknowledgements………………………………….Janice Mosley-Petty 
 
Reading of Obituary………………………………………...Read Silently 
 
Special Selection 
 
Eulogy………………………………………..Reverend Demetrius Elliott 
 
Recessional 
 

 
"The Broken Chain" 

We little knew that night, 
God was going to call your name. 

In life we loved you dearly, 
In death, we do the same. 

It broke our hearts to lose you. 
You did not go alone. 

For part of us went with you, 
The day God called you home. 
You left us beautiful memories, 

Your love is still our guide. 
And although we cannot see you, 

You are always at our side. 
Our family chain is broken, 

And nothing seems the same, 
But as God calls us one by one, 

The chain will link again. 

 

 

Obituary  
James Richard Lyons born on August 7,1961 and            
ascended to his eternal life on July 19, 2020. He is the 
son of Elizabeth Lyons Richardson and the late Kidd 
M. Lyons and step-son, of Earl Richardson.  

"Ricky" as he was affectionately called, graduated 
from high school in 1982 and afterwards he spent time 
with his family. He did farm work and enjoyed being 
outdoors cooking on the grill, helping his mom with 
household tasks and just hanging out, enjoying his life. 

All of us that were blessed to know Ricky, can all say, he never met a 
stranger. He enjoyed walking, he enjoyed watching wrestling and his  
favorite TV show was Chicago P.D, he enjoyed having conversations 
with his friends and family and always ready to lend a hand whenever he 
could. Ricky enjoyed life and was a kind, gentle soul and even until his 
last day, he continued to be concerned for the well being of his family, 
still curious and checking to make sure all was well by giving an                     
approving nod or a simple thumbs up. 

After a 4 year battle with stage 4 cancer, God called our beloved Ricky 
home. Let the memories of his laugh, his smile and his big heart, give 
you solace and fill your heart with love to enjoy life the way he did with 
his family and friends. 

He is preceded in death by his sister, Mary Lyons and step-brother,   
Sammy Lynn Richardson. Ricky came from a large family with many 
nephews, nieces, cousins, aunts and uncles, all of which he loved. 

Ricky is survived by Elizabeth and Earl Richardson, Bessie Richardson 
(Stevie), Kenny Lyons, Dot Wilson (Mark), Pamela Lyons, Lisa Lyons 
(Greg), Angela Lyons and step-siblings, Sandra Wise, Earl Richardson 
Jr. (Sheronda), Renee McLean, and Sarah Dowdy; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and friends. 
 
 
 

    In God’s Loving Care 


