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THE CELEBRATION OF 
LIFE FOR  

If Tomorrow Starts Without Me 

If tomorrow starts without me, and I’m not 
here to see.  If the sun should rise and you 
find your eyes all filled with tears for me;    
I wish so much you wouldn’t cry the way 

you did today. While thinking of the many 
things we didn’t get to say. I know how 
much you love me, as much as I love you, 

and each time that you think of me,  
I know you’ll miss me too. 

 
I thought of all the yesterdays the good ones and the bad.          

I thought of all the love we shared, and all the fun we had.        
If I could relive yesterday, just even for a while, I’d say                

goodbye and kiss you and maybe see you simile. But then I           
finally realized that this could never be; For emptiness and 

memories would take the place of me.  
 

When I thought of worldly things I might miss come tomorrow. 
I thought of you and when I did my heart was filled with            

sorrow. When I walked through heavens gates I felt so much at 
home. God looked down and smiled at me from his great golden 
throne He said, “This is eternity and all I’ve promised you” To-

day your life on earth has passed but here life starts anew.            
I promise no tomorrow, but today will always last. And since 

each day is the same there’s no longing for the past. 
 

You have been so faithful so trusting and so true. Though there 
were times you did some things you knew you shouldn’t do. You 

have been forgiven and now at last you’re free. So won’t you 
come and take my hand and share my life with me? So when               
tomorrow starts without me don’t think we’re far apart, for 

every time you think of me, I’m right here in your heart. 

    Sunrise   
July 25, 1940                                 

 
 
        
 
  

 Sunset 
 April 14, 2019 



The Memorial Reflections 
“Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at 

the time to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the 
teaching of kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to the 

ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of                  
idleness. Her children rise and call her blessed...”  

(Proverbs 31:25 - 28) 
 

ANNIE ELIZABETH RICHARDSON DOWDY, the 
daughter of the late Sam and Annie Jane Handy Richardson, 
was born July 25, 1940 in Robeson County, NC. She was 
affectionately called “Lib” by her family and friends. Her 
departure from this world was on Sunday morning, April 14, 
2019 at UNC Hospitals, Chapel Hill NC after an extended 
illness. 
 
“Lib” attended and graduated from Shawtown High School, 
Lillington NC. She became a Certified Nursing Assistant 
and was employed in various nursing facilities. She had a 
heart for taking care of people. She was known throughout 
the Carr Creek Community as everyone’s “Granny.”              
Family and friends were her pride and joy. Her favorite   
pastime was playing Bingo.  
 
“Lib” was a disciple of Cameron Grove AME Zion Church, 
Broadway, NC. She was a member of the Faithful Stars 
Choir. She later became the choir secretary. She willingly 
supported other ministries of the church, until her health 
declined.  
 
She was preceded in death by her parents, Sam and Annie 
Richardson; her brother, John “Jay” Richardson; her son, 
Sammy Richardson and her niece, Overa Martin. 
 
The precious, loving memories of “Lib” will be remembered 
in the hearts and souls of her supportive companion and 
friend: James Dalrymple of the home; her two children: 
Sandra Faye Wise and Earl Richardson, Jr. (Sheronda)        
of Sanford NC; her nine grandchildren: Jasmine D. Jackson 
(Johntavion), Alyia J. Williams, Brandon Richardson, Justin 
Richardson, Deshaun Upchurch, Dazarae Perry (Donta), 
Dominique Richardson (Danyale), Corey Richardson, and 
MarKeshia Person; her eight great-grandchildren,                     
including two special great-grandchildren, Jatavia Jackson 
and Justice Forte-Paduan; her two sisters: Glendora                 
Richardson and Sarah Foxx (James) of Broadway NC; her 
brother: Earl Richardson, Sr. (Elizabeth) of Broadway NC; 
her two aunts, Augusta Goodyear of Red Springs NC and 
Carrie Mae Leatherwood of Detroit, MI; and a host of             
nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.  
 
 

The Order of Celebration  
 

Processional………………………………….….Clergy & Family 

Musical Selection….....Cameron Grove AME Zion Church Choir 

Words of Comfort 
 
 Old Testament………….....Reverend Veronica Williams 
     
 New Testament…………….………….Pastor Cathy Ray 

    
Prayer of Comfort………………..............Reverend Laura Brown 

Acknowledgements / Resolutions…………..Mrs. Dianne Chubbs 

Tributes………………………………...…….Family and Friends 

Musical Selection………………...Cameron Grove  Church Choir 

Eulogy…………………………...……Reverend Kenneth Swann 

Committal Rites & Benediction…….…Reverend Kenneth Swann 

Recessional 
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