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Perhaps you sent a lovely card,  

or sat quietly in a chair. 

Perhaps you sent those beautiful flowers, 

 that we saw sitting there. 

Perhaps you spoke the kindest words, 

 as any friend could say. 

Perhaps you were not there at all,  

just thought of us that day. 

Whatever you did to console our hearts  

we thank you so much for whatever part. 
 

A special thanks to Reverend Curtis Boykin and                                  

Nancy Person. There are not enough words to thank you for 

standing with us from February 14, 2017 until the Present.                                                  

Your level of commitment to Arlene has not gone                                   

unnoticed and is appreciated.  

~The Family  

 

 
Professional Services Entrusted To 

Knotts Funeral Home 
719 Wall Street 

Sanford, North Carolina   27330 
Phone: (919) 776-4345 /Fax: (919) 776-0911  

www.knottsfuneralhome.com 

Funeral Service:  
Saturday, February 23, 2019 

2:00 pm 
 

 
1021 Washington Avenue 
 Sanford, North Carolina  
 Reverend Curtis Boykin  

Pastor / Eulogist 

In Loving Memory  
Of  

      Sunrise               Sunset 
 November 23, 1958                                        February 16, 2019  

 

When Great Trees Fall 
When great trees fall, 

rocks on distant hills shudder, 
lions hunker down in tall grasses, 

and even elephants lumber after safety. 
 

When great trees fall in forests, 
small things recoil into silence, 
their senses eroded beyond fear. 

 

When great souls die, 
the air around us becomes 

light, rare, sterile. We breathe, briefly. 
Our eyes, briefly, see with 

a hurtful clarity. Our memory,  
suddenly sharpened, 

examines, gnaws on kind words 
unsaid, promised walks never taken. 

 

Great souls die and 
our reality, bound to 

them, takes leave of us. 
Our souls, dependent upon their 

nurture, now shrink, wizened. 
Our minds, formed and informed by their 

radiance, fall away. 
We are not so much maddened 

as reduced to the unutterable ignorance 
of dark, cold caves. 

 

And when great souls die, 
after a period peace blooms, 

slowly and always irregularly.  
Spaces fill with a kind of 

soothing electric vibration. 
Our senses, restored, never 

to be the same, whisper to us. 
They existed. They existed. 

We can be. Be and be better.  
For they existed. 

 
~Maya Angelou 

 



Obituary  
 

Arlene Daily was born on November 22, 1958, 

first child to the late Octavia "Tia" Boykin Daily 

and Ernest Daily, Sr. in Harlem, NY. God              

decided it was time for her homegoing on               

Saturday, February 16, 2019 at her home in  

Sanford, North Carolina. 

Along with her parents, she was predeceased in 

death by her youngest brother, Anthony (Tony 

Dee) Daily. 

Arlene was educated in the New York City       

Public School System and attended Fashion Industries High 

School in New York, NY. 

Shortly after her move, with her mother, to Sanford in 1977, 

she became employed at Allied Fibers. In 1981, Arlene               

enlisted in the United States Air Force Reserve. She spent 

six weeks at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, where she 

studied the Air Force mission, organization and customs and 

received special training in human relations. Arlene received 

additional specialized instruction in aircraft maintenance. 

Arlene reached the rank of Staff Sergeant prior to being             

disabled on duty during Hurricane Hugo in 1989. 

Arlene is survived by one brother, Ernest C. Dailey, Jr. of 

New York, NY; nephew Ernest C. Daily, III of Syracuse, 

NY; niece, Porschia M. Epps of Ellenwood, GA; aunts, 

Nancy (James) Person of Sanford, NC and Albertine 

(Redell) Buie of Johnsonville, NC; uncles, Rev. Curtis 

(Doris) Boykin of Sanford, Ricky Boykin of Sanford, NC 

and Victor (Kellie) Boykin of Sanford, NC. Arlene is also 

mourned by a host of cousins, other relatives, godchildren, 

and friends. 

Order of Service  
 

Prelude………………………………………..Musician 

 

Processional………………………...Clergy and Family  
 

Scripture Reading  
 

Old Testament  
 

New Testament  
 

Prayer of Comfort 
 

Musical Selection…………………...Dorothy Matthews 

 

Poem/Tribute………………………...Porschia M. Epps 

 

Reflections (Please limit remarks, under 2 minutes) 

 

A Personal Address………………...Ernest C. Daily, III 

 

Words of Comfort……………..Reverend Curtis Boykin 

 

Musical Selection ……………………….Victor Boykin  

 

Military Rites 

 

Recessional 

 
 
 
 

Interment  
Minter Cemetery 

Minter School Road 
Sanford, North Carolina 27330 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


