
 
 

 

 
 

Celebration of Life  
For 

“I'm Free” 
Don't grieve for me for now I'm free. 

I'm following the path God laid for me. 
I took His hand when I heard Him call. 

I turned my back and left it all. 
I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work, or play. 
Tasks left undone must stay that way, 

I've found that peace at the close of day. 
If my parting has left a void, 

Then fill it with remembered joy. 
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow: 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 
My life's been full I've savored much, 

Good times, good friends, a loved one's touch. 
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 

Don't lengthen it now with undue grief. 
Lift up your heart and share with me, 
God wanted me now, He set me free. 
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The family of Deaconess Virginia Brown Bonner wishes to acknowledge  
with deep appreciation the many comforting calls, floral arrangements,  

prayers and visits during this hour of bereavement. 
May God continue to richly bless and keep each of you is our prayer.  

~The Family  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Professional Services Entrusted To 

Knotts Funeral Home  
719 Wall Street 

Sanford, North Carolina 27330 
Phone: (919) 776-4345 / Fax: (919) 776-0911 

www. knottsfuneralhome.com 

 

12:00 PM 

Wednesday, November 7, 2018 

 

 
  

903 Burgess Circle 
Broadway, NC 27505 

 

Elder Thomas C. McGilveary  
Pastor / Eulogist 

 

Sunrise                         
September 9, 1928 

Sunset 
November 3, 2018 

 

“For I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand.  

 I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course,  

I have kept the faith;”  
II Timothy 4:6-7 



 Order of Service 
Presiding, Elder Glenda Walker 

Prelude  
 

Processional …………………………………………………….…………...Clergy and Family  
 

Opening Selection…………………………….………………………….....Star of Hope Choir  

 

Scripture Reading 

   Old Testament……………………………………………………….Elder Alexander Holmes 

   New Testament  
 

Prayer of Comfort ………………………………………………...……..Bishop Wayne McKoy  
 

Selection…………………………….……………………………….…….....Star of Hope Choir 

          

Acknowledgments & Obituary……………………………………………..Sis. Maggie Garrett 
 

Remarks (Respectively limited 2 minutes please) 
 

Selection…………………………….…………………………...................Star of Hope Choir 
 

Eulogy…………………………………………………………...Elder Thomas C. MCGilveary 
 

Recessional  
 

 

Obituary 
 

Deaconess Virginia Bonner was born September 9, 1928 to the late Harrison Martin Brown and 
Mary Washington. She was raised by  her stepmother, Martha Brown. On Saturday morning,  
November 3, 2018, we believe Aunt Virginia said these words, “For I am now ready to be offered 
and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,     
I have kept the faith.” 
 

She attended Lee County Training School. She later moved to Rhode Island to further her                
education and obtained a degree in nursing. She then relocated to Baltimore, Maryland where she 
married the love of her life, the late Robert “Bobby” Bonner. She worked and retired as a        
professional nurse at Bon Secours Hospital. In 2017 she relocated back home to Sanford, North 
Carolina. Virginia’s Love of and for God and her family sustained her during her lifetime. 
 

Deaconess Bonner joined Cornerstone Church of Christ in 1958 under the leadership of founding 
pastor, Dr. I. Logan Kerse. She was a faithful and dedicated bible study, noonday prayer, and 
evening prayer meeting attendee. She was later appointed to the office of Deaconess by our           
current pastor of 27 years, Rev. Reginald T. Johnson Jr. She had a very special bond with            
Pastor Johnson and it was nothing they wouldn’t do for each other. Upon moving back to          
North Carolina, she never missed a holiday, birthday or anniversary sending him a card for the  
occasion. She continued to send her tithes to Cornerstone until her passing. She served diligently 
and faithfully until her health would not allow her to. She assisted one of our ministers,                       
Dr. Joyce Bowyer for years in her East Baltimore inner city, Women’s A Glow Fellowship, 
where they clothe and fed the homeless. She was an awesome Sunday School Teacher & Prayer 
Warrior. 
 

She was preceded in death by her husband, parents, three brothers: Henry and Robert Brown of 
Sanford, NC and Willie Brown of Greensboro, NC.  
 

She leaves to mourn: two sisters-in-law, Annie Brown of Sanford, NC and Mae Brown of 
Greensboro, NC; a special niece, Devora A. Murchison and a special nephew, Harrison M. 
Brown whom were her personal care takers after she relocated to Sanford, NC; and a host of  
nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. 

Repast 
Church Fellowship Hall 

 

Interment 
Monday, November 12, 2018 

3:00 PM 
Loudon Park Cemetery 

3620 Wilkens Ave. 
Baltimore, MD 21229  


