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Acknowledgment  
Words cannot adequately express the gratitude we 
have for our family and friends who have consoled 
us during this time of bereavement. Your presence, 
prayers, love, and many acts of kindness have truly  

sustained us. Again, we say Thank You and may  
God continue to bless you all. 

 
~The Family  

   
 
 

 

When Great Trees Fall 
 

When great trees fall,  
rocks on distant hills shudder,  

lions hunker down in tall grasses,  
and even elephants lumber after safety.  

When great trees fall in forests,  
small things recoil into silence,  
their senses eroded beyond fear.  

When great souls die, the air around  
us becomes light, rare, sterile.  

We breathe, briefly. Our eyes, briefly,  
see with a hurtful clarity.  

Our memory, suddenly sharpened,  
examines, gnaws on kind words  

unsaid, promised walks  
never taken. Great souls die and  

our reality, bound to them,  
takes leave of us. Our souls,  

dependent upon their  
nurture, now shrink, wizened.  

Our minds, formed and informed  
by their radiance, fall away.  

We are not so much maddened  
as reduced to the unutterable  
ignorance of dark, cold caves.  

And when great souls die,  
after a period peace blooms,  

slowly and always  
irregularly. Spaces fill with a kind  

of soothing electric vibration.  
Our senses, restored, never  

to be the same, whisper to us.  
They existed. They existed.  

We can be. Be and be  
better. For they existed. 

― Maya Angelou 

Professional Services Entrusted To: 

Knotts Funeral Home  
113 N. Graham Street 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27516 
Phone: (919) 968-7780 / Fax: (919) 968-7601  

www.knottsfuneralhome.com 
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Funeral Service 

Saturday, July 21, 2018 

11:00 AM 

 

 
 

1617 Cole Mill Rd. 

Durham, NC 27705  



Order of Service  
 

Prelude 

Processional……………………………....Clergy & Family 

Wake: 10:00am-11:00am 

Pictorial Tribute  

Opening Prayer………………..…….Bishop Victor Glover  

Opening Selection………………..…….Blessed Assurance  

Eulogy………………………...……..Tanya Williams Song 

Tribute Reading……………………………..Donna Brooks 
    

Solo……………………………………………..Lori Weber 

Homily…………………………..Rev. Phyllis Portie Ascott 
 
Solo…………………………………………...Ali Braswell 
 
Closing Prayer……………………….Bishop Victor Glover 
 
Selection 
 
Recessional  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Interment 
Carrboro Cemetery 

Davie Rd. 
Carrboro, NC 27510  

 

 

Obituary  
Marilyn McIntosh was born on August 25, 1947 in Philadelphia, PA. 
She is the daughter of Elizabeth Jenkins and Thomas Mitchell. She 
was raised in Miami, FL with two other siblings: Freddie Ann and   
Alice. Marilyn attended Booker T. Washington High School in                 
Miami Florida where she met and later married Nathaniel Strong.  
 

Marilyn’s greatest treasures in life were her children and grand-
children. She understood the true meaning of family and with that 
she lived each day surrounded by the people she loved. Her love for 
children was evident to all who met her. It was common for the    
children in the neighborhood to congregate at our home.  
 

Her other hobbies included sewing and crocheting.  Each Christmas 
her children received homemade clothing coupled with a handmade 
crochet item. Although she enjoyed being a homemaker, from time to 
time she would dabble in nursing. She worked at several hospitals 
over the years including: Jackson Memorial Hospital and Broward 
General in South Florida. She rounded out her career performing  
private duty home care.  
 

Marilyn was passionate in her advocacy surrounding children's rights 
and civil rights. She was a member of the Broward County NAACP as 
well as several local community organizing efforts. She never shied 
away from addressing injustice. She was a soldier through and 
through. 
 

In her later years, she enjoyed visiting casinos throughout the country. 
In fact, she never met a casino she didn’t like.   
 

Regardless of where her travels took her, she was grounded in her 
love for the Lord and her firm belief in Jesus Christ. Her bible was 
always bookmarked on 1 Chronicles 18, which describes many of the 
battle victories the Lord delivered to David. For she knew God had 
the final say, and her rest was in his victory.  
  
In 2008, after suffering a stroke, she moved to North Carolina to be 
close to her family. Though she continued to travel, she enjoyed the 
scenic natural environment of the Carolina Longleaf Pines, Flowering 
Dogwoods, and the Cardinal.  Despite her health issues, Marilyn lived 
each day according to her favorite expression, “I’m going to live until 
I die.”  
 

She is survived by six daughters: LaSharma, LaTarndra, Katie,             
Sabrina, Valderina, and DeAndre’; two sons, Darrell and Nathaniel 
and a host of grandchildren, other relatives and friends.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


