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The Mansion of Heaven 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This world, however beautiful,  
was never meant to be 

The place that we would call our home  
for all eternity. 

And though we would not choose to leave,  
a loving God knows best, and in His time  
He lifts us to a place of peace and rest, 

For He has built a mansion where 
His children will abide, free from pain and sorrow, 

forever at His side. 
He said He’d never leave us to face our trials alone, 

and though sometimes we fail Him, He never fails His 
own. And even when our choices are less than He 

would ask, He knows when human courage is                 
unequal to the task. We cannot judge what happens, 

though tears and questions start – 
We only see what’s visible – God sees into the 

heart…..And though there may be many things that  
we cannot explain, We can be sure it breaks His 

heart to see His children’s pain. In loving arms, He 
bears us to a quiet place apart. Where He mends the 

wounded spirit and heals the broken heart. 
And though the one we love so much 

Has left our present sight, and passed into a Better 
world of majesty and light, 

Someday we’ll be together in our Father’s home 
above, Where we’ll thank Him for His mercy 

And praise Him for His love. 
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In Loving Memory  
Of  

         Sunrise               Sunset 
    October 10, 1928                                         June 25, 2018 

Saturday June 30, 2018 
11:00 AM 

 
 

240 Fields Dr. 
Sanford, NC 27330 

Rev. Dr. Thomas Smith, Sr. 
Pastor / Eulogist   



Order of Service 
  
 
Musical Prelude 
  
Processional………………………………...Clergy and Family 
 
Hymn…………………………………………………………...Choir 
 
Scripture Reading: 
Old Testament: Evangelist Sheila Piggie  
New Testament: Rev. Linda Smith 
  
Prayer of Comfort……………Rev. Rose Highland-Sharpe 
 
Selection……………………………………………………….Choir 
 
Acknowledgements &  
Obituary…………….……….Barbara Keller, Church Clerk 
 
Reflections:  
                  Church Deacon…….......Deacon Jeffrey Love 
                  Community Person 
                  Family Members…….Bro. Michael Harrison 
                                                                Sis. Eve Grant  
 
Selection………………………………………………………..Choir 
 
Eulogy…………………………….Rev. Dr. Thomas Smith, Sr. 
 
Selection………………………………………………………..Choir 
 
Recessional…………………………………………...I’ll Fly Away 
 
 
 

                                   Interment 
Lee Memory Gardens 
2600 Hawkins Avenue 

Sanford, North Carolina 

Obituary 
Floyd Edwards Chesney of Sanford, North Carolina, went home to be 

with the Lord on June 25, 2018 after a brief illness. 
 

Floyd was born on October 10, 1928 in Sanford (Lee County), North Carolina 
to the late Ernest and Elva Lambert Chesney. He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Marcell Chesney; step-mother Marie Chesney; three brothers:  Hoyle 
Chesney, Bernis McIver, and Ernest Chesney, Jr.; two sisters:  Mary Frazier 
and Helen Dorsett.  Floyd was promoted to the fifth grade before he had to 
drop out of school to work the fields to help his family.  Raised in a                     
God-fearing home, Floyd was raised to love, honor and respect God.  He             
attended church in the Gulf until he relocated to New York. 
 

At the age of 17, Floyd boarded a bus to 42nd Street in New York City.  Not 
knowing where to go, Floyd stayed with his cousin Bernice for one night, 
found a room for rent on the Grand Concourse and was able to obtain a job 
working as a dish washer between the hours of 5 pm to 2 am.  Seeing what a 
hard worker he was, he was promoted to the position of cook.  During the day 
he would pass the time where his friend Lee McClure worked and eventually 
was offered a job there (McCoy's Manufacturing).  In 1950, he met Marcell 
Haynes while riding the subway.  After a long courtship, they were married on 
May 30, 1958.  Together they raised five beautiful daughters. 
 

Floyd was a hard working man.  He did upholstery work for 40 years, part-
time custodian for 20 years, and had his own personal moving company in the 
summer time.  He would move families from their Manhattan apartments to 
their bungalow homes in Rockaway Park and summer homes in the Hamptons 
every year.  After retiring in 1990, Floyd along with his wife returned to his 
hometown of Sanford, North Carolina. 
 

He enjoyed playing cards with his “corner crew” at the Enrichment Center, 
checkers, and pool on Sunday nights!  Floyd would enjoy going to visit those 
in the convalescent homes and hospitals, just to bring a smile to someone’s 
face.  He was a member of the Sanford Lodge #101, where he enjoyed fellow-
ship with the brothers.  He looked forward to the fish frys and annual dances, 
especially when his children could come and support him.  That gave him so 
much joy to have a reserved table filled with his girls sitting around 
him.  Floyd was blessed to take many trips during his retirement:  Jamaica, 
Aruba, Florida, Las Vegas, California, and Hawaii. 
 

Floyd is survived by his five daughters:  Patricia Thomas, Cynthia Phillip, and 
Sheila Chesney-Harrison all of New Jersey; Juliette Moorer of Rockaway 
Beach, New York; and Eve Grant of Richmond, Virginia; five grand-
children:  Regen Marcell, Tiffany, Gregory Jr. (“Mookie”), Dominique, and 
Jalen; one great grandson:  Johari; sons-in-law:  Al Phillip, Michael Harrison, 
Gregory Grant, Sr. and Ronald Moorer; four sisters-in-law: Luedell O’Neal, 
Mattie Mae Lightsey, Edith White and Cleanna Haynes; two sisters:  Mary 
Chesney and Catherine Marsh; nieces, nephews, relatives and friends – one 
special friend and caregiver, Hazel Roberts. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 


