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Acknowledgment  
The family of Archie Celestine McLeod 

deeply appreciate and  greatly acknowledge your kind 
expressions of sympathy and love during our time of  

sorrow. May God bless each of you is our prayer.  
 

~The Family  
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Don't grieve for me for now I'm free. 

I'm following the path God laid for me. 

I took His hand when I heard Him call. 

I turned my back and left it all. 

I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work, or play. 

Tasks left undone must stay that way, 

I've found that peace at the close of day. 

If my parting has left a void, 

Then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 

Oh yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow: 

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life's been full I've savored much, 

Good times, good friends, a loved one's touch. 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 

Don't lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and share with me, 

God wanted me now, He set me free. 

Professional Services Entrusted To: 
Knotts Funeral Home  

719 Wall Street 

Sanford, North Carolina 27330 

Phone: (919) 776-4345 / Fax: (919) 776-0911  

www.knottsfuneralhome.com 
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Wednesday, December 27, 2017 
2:00 pm 

First Calvary Baptist Church  
240 Fields Drive 

Sanford, North Carolina 27330   
 
 

Dr. Thomas E. Smith, Pastor  
Pastor Michael McLeod, Eulogist  

Oh that I had wings like a dove!  
for then would I fly away,  

and be at rest.  
Psalm 55:6 

Sunrise 
February 17, 1935  

 
~ 
 

Sunset 
December 22, 2017  

 



Order of Service  

Interment    
Lee Memory Garden 

2600 Hawkins Avenue 
Sanford, North Carolina 

Musical Prelude 

Processional………………………...Clergy & Family  

Hymn……………………...……….“In The Garden” 

Scripture  Readings: 

           Old Testament……………..Dr. Alice F. Hooker 

           New Testament……………….…..Rev. Palmer  

Prayer of Comfort…………………Pastor Annie Allen 

Acknowledgements & 

Obituary ……………………….Sister Barbara Keller 

Remarks (2 minutes)………………….James Emerson 
                                                                   Helen Johnson 

                                                                    Ismay Parrish  

 Solo………………………Sister Dorothy Matthews  

Eulogy………………………Pastor Michael McLeod 

Solo…………………………...Pastor Charlie Hawes  

Parting View 

Recessional………………...“Mama” By: Boyz to Men

Obituary   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

To be absent in the body is to be present with the Lord…Archie 

Celestine McLeod was born on February 17, 1935 to Goldie and 

Utley Johnson in Carthage, NC. 

In her younger days she was a star basketball player at Pickney 

High School in Carthage, NC. She often bragged that her sons  

inherited all of their athletic abilities from her. 

She received numerous certificates and ultimately retired as a 

caregiver in 1996. 

Throughout her life she enjoyed working in her garden, planting 

flowers, shopping for hats and matching attire to wear to First 

Calvary Baptist Church, where she attended faithfully until her 

health declined. She was a devoted mother who gave her all until 

her final days. Everyone who has ever encountered her enjoyed 

her company and grew to love her. 

She was preceded in death by her two beloved sons, Exselon 

McLeod Jr. and Jeffrey Lynn Reaves; her siblings: June, Samuel, 

Mary, Majorie, Bobby, Annie Claire and Georgia; a grand-

daughter, Nikita McLeod; a daughter-in-law, Linda Johnson, and 

earlier this year, her best friend of many years, Sally Underwood. 

Celestine leaves to mourn her death: Larry Johnson of                     

Kenosha, WI, Michael McLeod (Cheryl) of Wadesboro, NC,                

Evelyn Reaves, Cynthia McLeod, Melvin McLeod (Donna),  

Della Melvin, and a special granddaughter who she raised in her 

home Lakia Gilmore (Paul) all of Sanford, NC; ten grand-

children, seven great grandchildren, a special friend who visited 

her faithfully for the past 10 years, Ismay Parrish, and a host of              

nieces, nephews, other loving relatives and friends. 


