


 

 

Join us in celebrating the life of 

Clarence Leroy  
Sawyer 

 

 

Entered This Life 

May 16, 1924     Chautauqua Co., Kansas 
 
 

Departed This Life 

March 19, 2018          Tribune, Kansas 
 
 
 

 

 

Memorial Service 

United Methodist Church, Tribune, Kansas 
Friday, April 13, 2018  1:30 PM MT    

Pastor Robert Selvakumar, officiant 
Lynn Wineinger, pianist 

 
 
 

Musical Selections 

“Amazing Grace” 
“In the Garden” 

 
 
 

Private Inurnment 

Tribune Cemetery  
Tribune, Kansas 

 
 
 

Memorial Contributions 

Memorials may be designated to the  
Clarence Sawyer Memorial Fund and may be left at the  

services or Mailed to Koons-Russell Funeral Home,  
211 N. Main Ave., Goodland, KS 67735. 

   Arrangements are entrusted to Koons-Russell Funeral Home in Sharon Springs, Kansas. 
www.koonsrussellfuneralhome.com 

 

 

 

My Father 
 

My father was a farmer, 

His heart was in the soil. 

It’s there he found solace, 

Among the grimy toil. 

 

He planted the wheat in the fall, 

He’d prayed that God would bless it all, 

A harvest, Lord, he prayed. 

 

He tills and cultivates it, 

Provides the most tender care, 

Believed that come summer, 

He’d reap a harvest fair. 

 

Blue skies were his cathedral, 

A tractor, his altar of prayer, 

God met him in the wheat fields, 

They had communion there. 

 

My father was a farmer- 

That’s all he’ll ever be. 

The values that the land taught him, 

He handed down to me. 

 

I love my farmer father- 

I’m thankful that he’s mine… 

I pray that God would bless him, 

Today and for all time. 
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Longtime Greeley County resident, Clarence Leroy Sawyer, 93, 

died Monday, March 19, 2018 at the Greeley County Hospital in 

Tribune, Kansas. 

 

He was born on May 16, 1924 in Chautauqua County, Kansas, the 

son of Jess B. and Ruth E. (Gilstrap) Sawyer.  He was the middle 

child of seven children.  Clarence graduated from Greeley County 

High School with the class of 1943. 

 

On December 10, 1947, he and Joy Anne Hamann were married in 

the St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Tribune, Kansas, and to that  

union, four children were born. 

 

Clarence was a farmer until he retired in 2002.  In the off season, he 

worked with Joe Govert, owner of Govert Construction.  They built 

and remodeled numerous homes in Greeley County.  They also put 

up Behlen buildings and grain bins.  In October of 1991, he was 

elected chairman of the Greeley County Cemetery Board and 

served on it until his term expired in 2015.  The Cemetery Board 

had enough confidence to hire him as Sexton in April of 2006, at 

the age of 81 years old.  He took a lot of pride in the cemetery.  The 

week or so before his stroke in December of 2014, he was still  

active and able bodied enough to work at the age of 90. 

 

Preceding him in death were his parents; his wife Joy; an infant son 

Thomas Leroy Sawyer; a son Timothy Allen Sawyer; three  

brothers, John, Darrell and Hubert; two sisters Ruby Temple and 

Charlene Walker; an infant nephew Jeffrey Sawyer, and other  

nephews Wayne E. “Chip” Temple II, Michael Sawyer and Greg 

Sawyer. 

 

Surviving family includes two daughters; Virginia “Ginger”     

Johnson of Arvada, Colorado; Janine (Shawn) Baehler of Sharon 

Springs; Grandson Jess Coltin Baehler of Sharon Springs;      

Granddaughter Morganne Del Baehler and her fiancé Jarvis       

Carraway of Texas City, Texas; one brother Roy (Ruth) Sawyer of 

Willows, California; sister-in-law Sherre Sawyer of Wellington, 

Kansas; and many nieces, nephews and friends. 


