
hearts content and the choir provided great 
camaraderie and friendship. Louise loved to 
entertain and cooked wonderful meals for 
friends and family. Her schnitzels and rumtopf 
were to die for. Becoming a Oma to Trevor and 
Lauren was a blessing she cherished dearly. In 
1999 Louise lost John but that didn’t stop her 
from travelling and enjoying life. Then in 2003 
she moved back to Calgary to bring life back 
to the family after the sudden passing of her 
daughter-in-law Brenda. That will be the fondest 
memory and crowning achievement of her life. 
She continued with her travelling and being 
a part of the “Gemütlichkeit“ group with the 
Oktoberfest being the yearly highlight for Oma. 

Oma was hard working, opinionated, 
manipulative, and challenging. She couldn’t 
pass up a good argument but we always knew 
where she stood. We also knew she was well 
when she was feisty. She was such a loving, 
kind and gentle soul who was willing to help 
whenever she could. That was Oma. She will 
be dearly missed, but never forgotten. We were 
all blessed and fortunate to have had her in our 
lives. 

Auf Wiedersehen Oma. Du warst die Beste.

ouise was one of eleven children born 
on April 18, 1924 in Matrei i. Osttirol, 

to Franz and Maria Steiner. In the mid thirties, 
the family moved, mit ach und krach, to 
Feldkirchen in Kärnten. In the thirties and 
forties life was tough in rural Austria and 
surviving was challenging at best, given the 
Nazi occupation of Austria and subsequently the 
Second World War. After the war Louise made 
her move and married a short, little Austrian, 
John (Hans) Hofbauer, on her birthday in 1949. 
They emigrated to Canada in August 1956 with 
son Andrew (Andreas), who was six weeks 
old, in a basket. They settled in Calgary where 
Hans did his jewelry gig (Alberta Jewelry 
Mfg.) and Louise ran the Import Store. They 
were very much a part of the German speaking 
community and church where Louise yodelled 
in the choir. They packed up shop and moved 
to Burnaby, BC in early 1972. Louise would 
help support the family and jewelry business 
by driving school bus and working for the 
City of Vancouver. She was yodeling to her 
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The Rev. Henry Rosenbaum
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Immediately following the Funeral Mass, 
relatives and friends are invited to meet with 

the family in the St. Boniface Parish Hall.
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Reception

Eternal rest grant unto your servant Louise, 
O Lord, and let eternal light shine upon her.

When Tomorrow Starts Without Me
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