
giving hospitality in their home were some of 
the ways she expressed her love for God and 
others. Eleanor gave great attention to detail, 
which made her very valuable in her career, 
but was also evident in the food she prepared, 
the tables she set, her flower gardens, the 
beautiful gift wrappings she did and the lovely, 
meaningful cards she wrote in her elegant 
handwriting. One of her greatest joys was 
gift-giving and whether there was a birthday, 
wedding, new baby or just a need to say “thank-
you”—these were all opportunities for her to 
find that perfect gift to delight someone with. 
Eleanor passed away peacefully on April 22, 
2020 at the Father Lacombe Care Center.  She 
is survived by her dear sister Leona Bienert 
of Leduc AB; sisters-in-law Dot Horst of 
Langley BC, Marjorie Horst of Kamloops BC, 
numerous nieces and nephews- Garry (Margie) 
Bienert, Debbie (Kevan) Regehr, Leonard 
(Maidy) Horst, Harvey (Kathy) Horst, Sandy 
(Dave) Humphries, Bev (Terry) Baker, Brian 
(Carole) Horst, Darryl (Wendy) Horst, Shirley 
Horst (Ian Knott) and their families. Eleanor 
will also be fondly remembered by her cousins, 
the Southview Church family and many other 

Eleanor was the first of two girls born to 
Mike and Hazel Stepanko on April 6, 1926, 

in rural Leduc, Alberta.  In her mid-teens she 
moved to Edmonton where she worked, went 
to business college and subsequently became 
a stenographer.  She attended Beulah Alliance 
Tabernacle which was pastored by Rev. J.D. 
Carlson whose ministry greatly impacted her 
life and also that of her family.  Eleanor had a 
beautiful alto voice and enjoyed singing in the 
choir as well as in trios.  She married Elmer 
Horst on June 16, 1956 and continued to live 
and work in Edmonton.  The 1960’s saw them 
move to Regina and in the early ‘70’s they 
moved to Calgary.  Eleanor continued to work 
and in 1995 retired from the Gov’t of Canada – 
Customs & Excise Dept. Eleanor’s faith in God 
was central to her and she continued to serve 
Him as she involved herself in the churches 
of First Alliance and subsequently Southview 
Alliance. The church community was like 
family to her and she devoted herself to faithfully 
serving others, quietly and sincerely.  Singing 
in the choir, helping with missions and youth 
ministries, preparing refreshments, washing 
tea towels, writing notes of encouragement and 

friends.  She was predeceased by her husband 
Elmer (2018), parents Mike (1971) and Hazel 
(1998); brothers-in-law Floyd and Willard; 
and sister-in-law Jaqueline.  Special thanks 
to the staff at Father Lacombe Care Center 
who competently cared for her with kindness, 
compassion and dignity and to the dear friends 
who made her life brighter with their regular 
visits. Eleanor will be dearly missed and 
lovingly remembered for her kind, generous 
and gracious ways. 

To honor Eleanor’s memory, donations may be 
made directly to one of her favourite charities 
listed on her memorial page at https://www.
evanjstrong.com/obituary/Eleanor-Horst
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At the rising sun and at its going down, 
we remember them.

At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of 
winter, we remember them.

At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth 
of spring, we remember them.

At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth 
of summer, we remember them.

At the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty 
of the autumn, we remember them.

At the beginning of the year and when it ends, 
we remember them.

As long as we live, they too will live, for they 
are now a part of us, as we remember them.

~ From “Gates of Prayer” - Reform 
Judaism Prayer Book


