
Blessed are they who understand

my faltering step and palsied hand.

Blessed are they who know that my ears today

must strain to catch the things they say.

Blessed are they who seem to know that 

my eyes are dim and my wits are slow.

Blessed are they who looked away

when coffee spilled at table today.

Blessed are they with a cheery smile

who stop to chat for a little while.

Blessed are they who never say,

“You’ve told that story twice today.”

Blessed are they who know the ways

To bring back memories of yesterdays.

Blessed are they who make it known

That I’m loved, respected and not alone.

Blessed are they who know I’m at a loss

to find the strength to carry the Cross.

Blessed are they who ease the days

on my journey Home in loving ways.

part time jobs and volunteering for many activities 
and events. She loved to travel and enjoyed wonderful 
family road trips throughout North America. She was 
an avid reader, loyal Blue Jays fan and lifelong music 
lover. The family would like to express their heartfelt 
gratitude to the teams of nurses, doctors and support 
staff at Palliative Home Care, South Health Campus, 
Foothills Hospital, Nurse Next Door, and the Foothills 
Country Hospice. They tirelessly and lovingly cared 
for our Mom over the last 9 months and their kindness 
and compassion will always be remembered. Funeral 
Mass will be celebrated at St. Gerard’s Catholic Church 
(8944 Elbow Drive SW) on Friday, September 20, 
2019 at 11:00am with the Rev. Ignatius Tran presiding. 
Reception to follow in St. Gerard’s Parish Hall. In 
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Foothills 
Country Hospice Society (www.countryhospice.org). 

It is with heavy hearts and deep sadness that we 
announce the passing of Joan Frances MacDonald 

(nee Barron), a loving wife, devoted mother, much 
loved grandmother, great grandmother, sister, aunt 
and friend. After a courageous battle with cancer, Joan 
passed away peacefully on September 10, 2019 with 
her children by her side. Joan was predeceased by 
John, her beloved husband of 65 years, her parents, two 
brothers, and one granddaughter. She is survived by 
her five children, Greg (Carole), Diane (Doug), Karen 
(Rick), Mary-Jo (Cary) and Chris (Dominique); five 
grandchildren, Stephanie, Marc, Alec, Angelique and 
David; four great grandchildren; two sisters (Catherine 
and Patricia); and many nieces and nephews. Joan was 
born and raised in Toronto, Ontario, the youngest of 
five children. She married John in 1954 and proceeded 
to devote her life to him and their children. Joan loved 
spending time with her family and always took a great 
interest in their lives and well-being. She was the heart 
of the family. She will be remembered as a woman 
of great character, integrity and unwavering faith; 
always ready to support with a prayer or a quiet act of 
kindness. Over the years, Joan enjoyed working various 

Funeral Mass
St. Gerard’s Catholic Church
Friday, September 20, 2019

Presider
The Rev. Ignatius Tran

Readers
First Reading  Alec MacDonald
Second Reading  Greg MacDonald

Offertory Bearers
Alec MacDonald         Angelique MacDonald

David Sabraw

Prayer of the Faithful
Karen Carbone

Hymns
St. Gerard’s Funeral Choir

Gathering Song   “Allelulia, Allelulia”
Preparation of the Gifts “Prayer of St. Francis”
Eucharist   “Eat This Bread”

Urn Bearers
Mary-Joan MacDonald        Chris MacDonald

Reception
Immediately following the Funeral Service, relatives 
and friends are invited to meet with the family in St. 

Gerard’s Parish Hall.

Eternal rest grant unto your servant Joan, 
O Lord, and let eternal light shine upon her. 
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Beatitudes for 
Friends of the Aged

parting is such sweet sorrow, 
until we meet upon the ‘morrow


