
community and Murray served two terms on town 
council.

Murray was a great fan of and participated  in many 
sports; refereeing minor hockey, umpiring little 
league, playing fastball with the Herald team and 
later becoming an avid golfer.

Murray is pre-deceased by the love of his life, 
Beverly Jane Baker Ball; his sister Isabel Ball; 
his granddaughters, Christianne and Vanessa; and 
his daughter in law, Rosanne Hisey. Murray will 
be remembered and loved always by his sons 
Lawrence, Stanley and Sheldon; their wives, Marty, 
Colette and Deborah; his sister, Georgina Holden; 
as well as his grandchildren, great grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews, family and many friends.

Murray James 
Ball

August 10, 1942 - May 7, 2019

Murray James Ball was born on August 10, 1942 
in Brandon, Manitoba.  He was adopted at the age 
of one by a loving family in the small community 
of Napinka, Manitoba. He began his career in 
journalism while still in high school and after high 
school worked at the Portage La Prairie Leader. 
While in Portage Murray met the love of his life, 
Beverly Jane Baker. After a short courtship Bev and 
Murray were married, eventually making their way 
out west to Calgary where they settled and raised 
their three boys. 

Murray worked for 30 years at the Calgary Herald 
in many roles. In 1979, Murray was awarded the 
Southam Fellowship and moved his entire family to 
Toronto so he could attend Massey College where 
he studied Canadian History and Scrabble.

Murray and Bev retired to the Town of Olds in 2002 
to the dream home that Bev planned and decorated 
for them. They were active members of their new 
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The Road Not Taken

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveller, long I stood

And I looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,

Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there

Had worn them really about the same.

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I –
I took the one less travelled by,

And that has made all the difference.

  Robert Frost


