
many individuals throughout his career. The family 
would like to express their heartfelt gratitude to the 
nurses, doctors and support staff of South Health 
Campus and Foothills Country Hospice, who 
tirelessly and lovingly cared for our Dad during the 
past 2 months. Their compassion, care and kindness 
will not be forgotten.

Parting is such sweet sorrow, until we meet upon the 
‘morrow--Shakespeare

Funeral Mass
St. Gerard’s Catholic Church

Saturday, May 4, 2019 at 10:00 am

Presider
The Rev. Ignatius Tran

John Joseph 
MacDonald

March 2, 1932 - April 27, 2019

It is with heavy hearts and profound sadness 
that we announce the passing of John Joseph 

MacDonald, a beloved husband, cherished father, 
adored grandfather and great grandfather and 
much-loved uncle. John passed away peacefully with 
his family by his side on April 27, 2019 at the age of 
87 years. He was predeceased by his parents, three 
brothers, and one granddaughter. John is survived 
by Joan, the love of his life for the past 65 years;  his 
five children, Greg (Carole), Diane (Doug), Karen 
(Rick), Mary-Joan (Cary), and Chris (Dominique); 
five grandchildren, Stephanie, Marc, Alec, 
Angelique and David; four great grandchildren; 
and many nieces and nephews. John was born in 
Toronto, Ontario. He will be remembered as a 
loving and devoted family man. He laughed easily, 
was a great storyteller, and an incessant tease. A 
man of great faith and integrity, John saw the best 
in people and was always ready with a kind word, 
sage advice, or to lend a hand. John’s life’s work was 
in construction, which he enjoyed immensely. It 
allowed him the privilege to mentor and befriend 

Readers
1st Reading Alec MacDonald
2nd Reading Greg MacDonald

Offertory Bearers
Stephanie Daiello Marc MacDonald
David Sabraw Alec MacDonald

Angelique MacDonald

Prayer of the Faithful
Karen Carbone

Hymns
St. Gerard’s Funeral Choir

Gathering Song Alleluia, Alleluia
Preparation of the Gifts                 Prayer of St.Francis
Eucharist Eat This Bread

Urn bearers
Mary-Joan MacDonald Greg MacDonald

Reception
Immediately following the Funeral Mass, relatives 
and friends are invited to meet with the family in the 
St. Gerard’s Parish Hall for tributes and refreshments.

Eternal rest grant unto your servant John, 
O Lord, and let eternal light shine upon him. 
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1932 - 2019

In Loving Memory

I carry a cross in my pocket 
A simple reminder to me 

Of the fact that I am a Christian 
No matter where I may be.

This little cross is not magic, 
Nor is it a good luck charm 
It isn’t meant to protect me 
From every physical harm.

It’s not for identification 
For all the world to see 

It’s simply an understanding 
Between my Savior and me.

When I put my hand in my pocket 
To bring out a coin or a key 

The cross is there to remind me 
Of the price He paid for me.

It reminds me, too, to be thankful 
For my blessings day by day 

And to strive to serve Him better 
In all that I do and say.

It’s also a daily reminder 
Of the peace and comfort I share 

With all who know my Master 
And give themselves to His care.
So, I carry a cross in my pocket 

Reminding no one but me 
That Jesus Christ is the Lord of my life 

If only I’ll let Him be.


