
High Flight
Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth

And danced the skies
On laughter-silvered wings;

Sunward I’ve climbed,
And joined the tumbling mirth

Of sun-split clouds, —
And done a hundred things
You have not dreamed of —

Wheeled and soared and swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hov’ring there,

I’ve chased the shouting wind along,
And flung my eager craft

Through footless halls of air . . .

Up, up the long, delirious burning blue
I’ve topped the wind-swept heights

With easy grace
Where never lark, or ever eagle flew —

And, while with silent, lifting mind I’ve trod
The high untrespassed sanctity of space,

Put out my hand,
And touched the face of God.
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until 1974. Following his military service Bob 
moved to Calgary and worked in the Calgary 
Convention Centre for 16 years before finally 
retiring in 1990. He is predeceased by Penny, 
his loving wife of 63 years. Bob’s caring and 
adventurous spirit will live forever in the hearts of 
his beloved children, Sol, Shirley (Perry), Terry, 
Aura and Sean; his nine grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren. He is survived by his sisters, 
Hilda and Helen. Bob will be remembered fondly 
by family and friends as a loving husband and 
father, active member of the church, wood carver, 
lover of music and travel, family historian, list 

maker extraordinaire, RCAF veteran and 
WWII rear gunner. He was happiest to 

be with family and friends, enjoyed the chaos 
of family gatherings, and delighted in creating a 
yearly Christmas letter.  Bob was an avid hockey 
and football fan and was known for his quick wit, 
infectious smile, and his kind and compassionate 
spirit. He leaves us rich in memories. Bob 
touched the lives of many people with his smile 
and generosity, and maintained his trademark 
sense of humor all the way to the end.

In Loving Memory 

Bob Petersen
1925 - 2019

Eternal rest grant unto 
your servant Bob, 

O Lord, and let eternal 
light shine upon him.

22, 1925. Bob passed away peacefully with 
family by his side in Calgary, AB on March 19, 
2019 in his 94th year. Bob was born and 
grew up in Kingston, Ontario one of nine 
children to parents, Carl Johan and Annie Maria 
Petersen. Military service was a large part of Bob’s 
life and he enlisted in the RCAF at the age of 17 
years.  In 1944, he graduated as Sgt Air Gunner 
and with 15,000 other troops travelled to the UK 
on SS New Amsterdam. He was posted to 100 
Squadron at RAF Station Grimsby, Lancashire 
where he served in Bomber Command and flew 
as rear-gunner in Lancaster ‘Grog’s the Shot’ 
of the Forbes crew, where he flew 22 Combat 
Missions and 2 Mercy Missions. Bob was the last 
surviving member of the crew. While stationed 
in England, Bob met and married Penny (Mary) 
in 1949.  Bob and family returned to Canada in 
1951, where Bob continued to serve in the RCAF 

Robert Leo 
Petersen
August 22, 1925 - 
March 19, 2019

It is with great sadness 
that the family announces 

the passing of Bob (Robert) 
Leo Petersen, born August


