
 
  
  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are deeply grateful for the kindness and compassion you extended to our family during the 
difficult time. Whether you kept us in your thoughts and prayers, sent some lovely flowers or a plant 
or performed others acts of kindness toward Mr. John Rich or his family you have touched our 
hearts and we thank you.   

The Rich, Hunter and Mitchell Families  

 

 

 Final Resting Place: 

Kansas Veterans Cemetery, Winfield, Kansas 

 

We entrusted the care our loved one with: 

Robert J. Bethea, Jr. Funerals and Cremations 

615 West Maple St. Wichita, Kansas 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13 -14 (KJV) But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 

which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 



John Wesley “JW” Rich was born on October, 30, 1923, in Marshall County, in the county 
seat of Madill, Oklahoma. He was the 8th child of 14 children to the late John Rich (father) 
and Laura Brooks Rich (mother). One of JW’s fondest childhood memories was going 
fishing with his father and older brothers.  JW’s parents died relatively young. His dad 
died in his late 50’s and his mother died at the tender age of 44 years old.  

 

JW’s older sister, Mary Ann Rich Willis helped to raise him, and his younger sisters, Estelle 
and Carrie. JW was an avid sportsman. He played both football and basketball in school.  
John valiantly served his country in World War II. John was a PFC- warehouseman in the 
613th Quartermaster Depot Supply Company. He served both state-side in Marshall, 
Oklahoma and in the European theatre in the battles in Northern France, the Ardennes, 
and the Rhineland. JW was honorably discharged in December of 1945. He was decorated 
with the Victory Medal of World War II, the Good Conduct Medal, European, African, 
Middle Eastern Campaign Medals, and 3 Bronze Service Star Medals.   
 

After the war JW’s plans were to go to Detroit, Michigan to get an automotive job, well as 
we all know plans change. JW met a beautiful woman named Loretta Hughes when he 
stopped in Kansas City, Missouri. His plans of going to Detroit never materialized. JW and 
Loretta married in 1940 and lived a very fruitful life together. Loretta was a federal tax 
employee and JW transported gasoline for Mobile Oil. JW had to fight for equal pay. If he 
did the same job he deserved the same pay! He was successful and earned the equal rate 
of pay that his white co-workers were being paid. JW and Loretta both retired from their 
jobs. They both worked 30+ years for their respective employers and retired the same 
year. JW and Loretta attended 2nd Street Baptist Church. Loretta and JW were married for 
60 years until her death on August 30th, 2000. JW moved to Wichita and briefly lived with 
family before he moved to Chaucer Estates Assisted Living facility. JW loved to spend time 
watching baseball on television. His favorite team was the Kansas City Royals. He was also 
fond of watching Westerns. JW joined Calvary Baptist Church here in Wichita, Kansas. JW 
and Loretta never had children. 
 
 He is survived by his sister, Carrie Lou Rich Holt who lives in Enid, Oklahoma and a host of 
nieces, nephews, and loved ones.    

 

Order of Service 
 

Officiating O’Dell Harris 

 
Prayer – Supt. Freddie L. Anderson Sr., 

 
Solo - Lichelle Alford 

 
Scriptures - Stephanie Cousin 

 
Poem - Nina Lauren Ellen Mitchell 

 
Acknowledgement/Obituary - Benjamin J. Mitchell 

 
Solo - Lichelle Alford 

 
Eulogy- Dr. T.L. Holder 

 
Final Viewing 

 
 
 

Flower Bearers 
Nieces 

 
Pall Bearers 

Nephews 
  
  

  


