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Victory 

“I have fought  the good fight; I have finished my 

course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up 

for me a crown of  righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me 

only, but unto all them also that love his  appearing.”  

~II Timothy 4:7-8 

 

 

In Appreciation 

 For all who have shown our family so much love  

and compassion for our great loss and to all who have 

offered words of  encouragement and prayer. We thank 

you from the bottom of  our hearts. 

~The Family 

 

Services entrusted to:  

Buie Funeral Home 

543 Vass Road, Raeford, North Carolina 

910– 875-3700 

Celebrating the Life  

Jamal Deshawn Miles 

         Sunrise                                 Sunset 

     August 28, 1978                   March 19, 2021 

Saturday, March 27, 2021 

2:00 pm 

Buie Funeral Home Chapel   

543 Vass Road 

Raeford, North Carolina 

 

 

~ Son  ~ 
Can I tell you about my oldest son, Jamal? He had a heart of gold but 

was no push over. He spent his life trying to help others believe that 

their lives had purpose. He was a leader and teacher giving hope and 

a better chance of life to those he mentored.  Jamal  loved his sons 

and they loved him in return. There are no words that can express  

the heaviness and pain of my heart. Knowing that he gave unselfishly  

to improve the quality of life for others makes me proud to call him 

Son.  For every life he touched lets me know that God had chosen 

him for this purpose. In his personal challenge and struggles with his 

own health, Jamal  still found a way to bring joy to others. God called 

my  son home. So now his work on earth is done.  I can hear God 

saying, “Well done, thy good and faithful son.”    ~ Mommy~ 

                                                           

 

 

To My Loving  Father In  Heaven 

Out time together was so special . So were the memories we made and 

although you live in Heaven now those memories never fade. 

I bow my head in silence and remember my father with love. I know that 
you are up there watching from above 

Everyday is a struggle and nothing feels the same. My heart breaks a 
little more every time I hear your name 

You’ll always be remembered and time may heal my heart  But a piece 

of me is missing since the day we had to part 

If Heaven is for Angels, then I know that’s where you’ll be. And I know 

you will be waiting when Heaven calls for me.         Your son, Spencer 

 

of 



Obituary 

 

Order of  Service 
 

 

 

 

Presiding……………………………...Elder Jimmy E. Pearl 

 

Prelude…………………………………………………….Music 

 

Processional……………………………….Minister and Family 

 

Scripture Readings 

Old  Testament ……………………………………..Psalm 23 

New Testament …………………………………… John 14:1-6 

 

Prayer of Comfort  

 

Reflections (2 minutes) 

 

Acknowledgements 

 

Obituary………………………………………….. (Read Silently) 

 

Eulogy……………………………………...Elder Jimmy E. Pearl,  

                                                               Long Island, New York         

 

Recessional  

 

 

 

 

Interment: Freedom Chapel Church Cemetery 

850 Shankel Road, Raeford, North Carolina 

3:30 PM 

 

Obituary  
 

  

 

Uncles, James Ratliff, Calvin Ratliff, Jeffrey Ratliff, John Bethea,              

Mark Bethea, Aunts, Carmelia Ratliff, Tammy Smith, Tawanna Gra-

ham; Great Aunts, Sarah Ratliff, Barbara Smith, Marilyn McKoy, 

Mary Mason, Special Cousins: Jenica Ratliff, Darius Hastings, 

Wakeem Johnson, Katina Mason,  Raquel Mason, Dywayne Mason,  

Brenda Mason, Terrance Mason, William Mason, Carl Smith, James 

Smith, Tasha Smith and a host of  other family and friends. 

**If you lived at 682 Ocean Avenue– EVERYONE was family.** 

  

 

 

 

Jamal Deshawn Miles aka “Mel-Mel,”  was born to Gail Annette Miles 

and John Ratliff, Sr., on August  28, 1978 in Brooklyn, New York.  He  

transitioned on Friday, March 19, 2021 at Cape Fear Valley Medical 

Center in Fayetteville, North Carolina. 

 

Raised in Brooklyn, he attended  Public School 26 and Intermediate 

School 57.  After moving to Connecticut, he attended and graduated 

from Sawyer Butler High School.   

 

Jamal loved the Lord. He was a member of Sessions Tabernacle under 

the leadership of Bishop Charles Don Sessions, Queens, New York.   

Regardless of his circumstance, Jamal would always give God the    

highest praise. 

Jamal’s trust and faith in God led him to make Connecticut  his home, 

the place where he and his only son, Spencer Smith would be united. 

Their relationship and bond  was  truly a reflection  of  a father and son’s       

unconditional love for one  another. 
 

Jamal  moved to North Carolina where he was employed as a certified 

medical assistant. He was later employed in the Exceptional Children’s 

Department at  East Hoke Middle School (Hoke County) and Margaret 

Willis Elementary School (Cumberland County).  Jamal was a foster 

parent that loved to nurture, lecture and most of all cook for his children. 

His amazing cooking skills brought family and friends together for fun 

and fellowship that will be missed. Jamal was a very outspoken but fun 

person with a very generous and compassionate heart for people.  He 

never gave up on anyone.  His doors were always open with a listening 

ear.  He believed there was value in everyone.  

He is preceded in death by his paternal grandparents, Alexander and 

Elouise Ratliff; maternal grandmother, Dora Bethea; brother, John 

Quincy Ratliff, Jr., aunt, Yvonne Ratliff, uncle, Marecllus Gunn. 

He leaves cherished memories with his sons, Spencer Smith,  Cameron 

Pridgen, Malachi Pridgen, Jonathan Pridgen -Brown, Wesly Pridgen  of 

the home, Fayetteville, NC; parents Gail Annette Miles, Brooklyn, New 

York and John  Ratliff Sr., Raeford, NC; siblings, Jonet Ratliff,  Patrick 

Ratliff, Jovan Miles (Taneisha),  Malik Miles (Jessica), Shakina Thomp-

son,    

Neices /Nephews: Jaylah Miles, Jade Miles, Janiya Miles, Tiana Thomp-

son, Teleyia Woods, Katrell Osakalumi, Derek Osakalumi,  

 

 


