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 We would like to take a moment to express 
our deepest gratitude to the many relatives 
and friends for their abundant acts of love, 
sympathy and friendship shared with us during 
our bereavement. Our hearts have been made 
glad and spirits lifted because of the genuine 
acts of kindness that each of you exemplified 
during this difficult time.
 Special thanks to NC Veterans Home 
Health Care Staff of Fayetteville, NC.
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The Obituary

 Paul Smith, Jr. passed away on 
April 10, 2020 in Fayetteville, NC with his 
children by his side. He was 66 years old.

 Paul was a graduate of Hoke County High 
School, Class of 1973. Upon graduating from 
high school, he joined the United States Army 
where he received his training as a Chef, along 
with an honorable discharge for his services. 
After the service, Paul continued his career as 
a Chef, working in hotels and restaurants in 
California as well as Virginia.

 In passing, he is joined with his wife, 
Valerie Evans; parents, Paul, Sr. and Willie B. 
McGougan; two brothers, Albert Richard and 
Lawrence “Wallace” Smith.

 He leaves to mourn: two children, 
Tremayne (Jessica) and Tierra Smith; five 
grandchildren, Nahia, Derija, Makell, Myler 
and Henry all of North Carolina; one sister, 
Willa Mae Lilly (William) of California; three 
nieces, Christina (Malcolm) Reed, Sharon Lilly 
of California and Tara Baker of North Carolina; 
four nephews, Derrick, Michael (Janet) Smith 
of California, Richard and Fredrick (Chanya) 
Smith of North Carolina; along with a host of 
great nieces and nephews, other family and 
friends.

For All Is Fully Well
All is well.

It is truly well.
When you weep, allow the tears to fall,

For the joy of the beauty we shared together.
Permit them to be vestiges of the truths,

Which thrive between us.
Treasure them as a testimony to the love

Our lives are immersed in.
Let them droplets of healing

Casting forth into the river of life,
Flowing endlessly into the forever sea of peace.

I prefer that you smile with me.
It is my blessing to once more be free

Of pain and of challenge.
There is nothing to fight against now,

For all is fully well.
Remember that I want to live,

Not merely for me, but especially for all of you.
There were dreams I wished to watch manifest

And precious times yet to be.
And so I shall be with you each and every day.

I had to leave the vessel
Which served me in my earthly life,

But my spirit remains in its own way to love you
As I always have and always will.

All is well.
It is truly well.

By Kerri Mai Habben


