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Damien’s story
 Damien John Graham’s life began August 
7th 1978. He was born in Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in 
Manhattan, New York. Damien received his first name from 
his mother Juanita Ashe Graham and his middle name John 
was given to him by his father Elle Graham. He was named 
John in remembrance of his deceased uncle (John Isaac 
Graham).
 Damien entered this life with a fight and many challenges. 
He was born in critical condition, diagnosed with kidney 
malfunction, limited breathing ability and Cerebral Palsy. 
The doctors only gave him 20% chance of survival. This 
was one of the darkest days of his parent’s lives. Both of his 
parents were newly born again Christians of less than 1 year 
when they experienced this crisis.
 Damien’s parents learned early in their Christian faith 
to trust in God. They entered into fervent, consistent prayer 
and results began to manifest. Damien began to breathe on 
his own, his kidneys began to function normally and he
began to receive strength and nourishment. Because of 
remarkable improvements his parents were able to take 
Damien home. His spiritual foundation was shaped by 
his parents and consistent attendance at their church in 
Brooklyn; his father’s parents were the leaders and founders 
St. Matthews Glorious. From infancy Damien was nurtured 
with joyful Spirit filled songs and preaching of the Word.
 At home Damien was cared for by his parents for the first 
7 years of his life. During that time Damien began to attend 
a day program in Bronx New York. As Damien’s physical 
and medical needs increased there was a greater need for 
additional professional therapeutic care. Damien’s parents 
were blessed to find placement at Richmond’s Residential 
Children’s Center in Yonkers New York.
 In 1989 Damien’s family moved to Raeford North Carolina 
and sought quality care equipped to address Damien’s 
medical and physical needs. The Lord blessed them to get 
a referral and placement with Howell’s Children’s Center 
in Charlotte NC. At Howell Children’s Center we learned 
that Cynthia Robinson Freeman had recently resigned from 
Richmond’s Children’s Center in Yonkers NY and relocated 
to Charlotte. Cynthia then accepted the position of QMRP 
Case Manager, that responsibility led her to meet Damien 
and  placed  her as  Damien’s  care  supervisor.  This  was  a 
God   orchestrated   connection  because  she  was  a  caring,

compassionate advocate for Damien and his peers.
 Beginning in 2005 new health conditions required 
Damien to be hospitalized in ICU on several occasions. Each 
time God’s faithfulness brought him through. Damien’s 
parents then chose care closer to Raeford North Carolina. 
Autumn Care of Fayetteville was chosen for continued 
residential treatment. At Autumn Care Damien regularly 
participated in Praise & Worship moments with his mother 
and father and special friends.
 During one of Damien’s dad’s hospital visits he heard 
a voice. Damien’s dad recognized that Holy Spirit was 
speaking. Holy Spirit said “Damien has a better mansion 
than you and although Damien was born into sin and shaped 
in iniquity; He never willfully sinned”.
 Last week on Father’s Day, Damien’s parents and 
siblings sang spiritual songs and prayed with him. Damien 
was receptive and peaceful after the songs and prayers. As 
Damien’s mom visited on Monday and Tuesday he continued
to be peaceful, relaxed and contented. There were no 
outwards signs of stress or concerns.
 On Wednesday Damien’s nurse called to inform her of 
his breathing problem. When Damien’s mom arrived she 
found him struggling. Damien’s mom began to comfort him 
with The Word of God and the song “Jesus Jesus Jesus Got 
Him on My Mind”. As the struggle with breathing continued, 
Holy Spirit prompted his mother to tell Damien: “Damien 
The Lord has at least 2 angels assigned to help you and Jesus 
will also help you now.” Within minutes, Damien responded 
by looking with understanding at his mother, then focused 
his eyes in an upward position and took his last breath. His 
last breath was easy. We were humbled to have had Damien 
in our lives.
 Left with cherished memories of Damien are his parents 
Juanita Ashe-Graham, Elle Elderman Graham, his brothers; 
Cameron Isaac Graham, Elliot Benjamin Graham and one 
sister Shakera Tanesha Graham. Also two nieces, Jade and 
Laila, sister-in-law Tricie, a host of aunts, uncles, cousins, 
family and friends.


