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Order of Service
Reverend Glendia Black-Flippin, Officiating
Leach Springs Missionary Baptist Church

Raeford, NC

Interment
JG & DJ McLaughlin Family Cemetery

Raeford, NC  

Musical Prelude

Processional …………………………………………….Pastor/Ministry/Family

Musical Selection ………………………………………LSMBC Choir & Congregation 

Scripture Reading  
Old Testament………….Reverend Charles Covington
New Testament…………Bishop Harley Johnson 

Prayer of Comfort ……………….……………….…….Reverend Derek McNair

Musical Selection……………………………………….Sending Up My Timber 

Remarks/Reflections……………………………………Retha Hardimon
Gladys Brunson 
Bishop Haley Johnson
Chaplain Tim Gore

Acknowledgments & Obituary .………………………Devetta Banister

Musical Selection ……………………….………………Elder David Purcell

Eulogy…………………………………………………….Reverend Bruce C. Hurst
Pastor, LSMBC 

Musical Selection……………………………………….LSMBC Choir

Recessional ………………………………………………Mortician In Charge



If Heaven Had a Window

If Heaven had  a window and God granted us a view, 
Of all the beauty it beholds, we’d only look for you.

If we could only view once more the smile that warmed our hearts, 
we’d treasure that moment as long as we live, as we must be apart.

Here on earth, we search for you and pray to God for signs, 
and every day that passes, you are still with us in our minds.

We know you’re happy in Heaven, 
you’ve earned your mansion indeed.

We love you and we miss you more than words could ever say, and what 
we wouldn’t give just to talk to you for another day.

We hope that you can hear us and listen to our thoughts, 
and wherever this life takes us you’ll never be forgotten.

Once upon a time, we were blessed to have you as our mother, this is true…
and if Heaven had a window, we’d only look for you.

Love, 
Ron, Chuck, Punkin & Coco



Doretha White Black  
A virtuous woman serves God with all her heart, mind, and soul. 

She seeks His will for her life and follows His ways. 

Doretha White was the first child and daughter born to Isadore and Mary Jane White
in Raeford, North Carolina, on July 9, 1939. After a series of health issues, surrounded
by her loving family, she transitioned to her heavenly home on December 9, 2022.

Doretha was known by her family and friends as “Doe,” and was raised in a small
house on the hill. She was reared in a Christian home and attended Silver Grove
Baptist Church, where she sang in the junior choir.

Like many children of her generation, she was no stranger to hard work, having
started work at a young age in the fields picking cotton. Doe was educated during a
time of segregation by the Hoke County Public School system. She attended Upchurch
School and was the Freshman class secretary, and her favorite courses in school were
typing and shorthand. She had an ear for music and learned to play the piano and the
trombone. While she enjoyed music, her true passion was basketball. She was a
member of the girls' team. While a student at Upchurch, she met the love of her life,
Prince Allen Black, who at the time was a member of the boys’ basketball team. After
dating throughout high school, she left school after Allen graduated, and they married
on September 2, 1956. During their marriage, they welcomed five children, Ronald,
Larry, Allen, John Howard, and Cohilda.

In 1959, she accepted the right hand of fellowship when she officially joined Bowmore
Tabernacle Church of God, which later became Bowmore Tabernacle Holiness
Church. Doe was an active member in the church for over 60 years and held many
roles. She served as a Pastor’s Aide, a Sunday School Teacher, President of the Usher
Board, President of the Missionary Department, and sang with the Heavenly Gospel
Choir.

She was a devoted mother, and when her sister-in-law, Devetta, and her brother-in-
law, Owen, came to live with them, she welcomed them into the home and loved them
as one of her own children. Doe was an excellent cook and expert at preparing and
stretching the meals that satisfied the pallet. She would prepare large feasts for the
enjoyment of her family and any extended family that visited. While she would
prepare many desserts, her specialties were coconut and chocolate layer cakes.

In 1964, Doe took a job with Burlington Industries, where she was a faithful employee
for 25 years. After retiring from Burlington, she enrolled in Sandhills Community
College and completed the requirements for her high school diploma, and the
requirements as a certified childcare provider. Her love of children led her to take a
job with the Children’s Development Center, where was worked for an additional 10
years before finally settling into a life of retirement.



Doe was a humble, soft-spoken woman of God who had a heart for people. She was a 
giver and was always kind, caring, and welcoming. When she was needed, she never 
hesitated and was a caregiver for her mother and grandmother for almost 20 years. She 
found great joy in caring for her grand and great-grandchildren and spent many hours 
enjoying being a grandmother. Doe was even active on social media and often sent 
messages to her grandchildren. She enjoyed the soap opera genre, she was an avid 
viewer, and her favorites were the Young and the Restless, Days of Lives, and The 
Guiding Light. She enjoyed life, and some of her favorite pastimes included crossword 
puzzles, reading the bible, and the many trips that she shared with her sisters to various 
locations. Each year, she looked forward to the DeBerry Family reunions, which were held 
in different locations. For many years the Black Family reunions were hosted at her 
home. Her annual trips to Myrtle Beach rejuvenated her spirit. Doe loved walking along 
the water and enjoying God’s creation. Thankfully, before she transitioned, she was able 
to enjoy the view at the beach one last time with Chuck and Gina Veteran’s Day Weekend.

In 2007, Doe was diagnosed with cancer, and after completing her treatments and the 
cancer was in remission, she became an advocate for the American Cancer Society. She 
learned all that she could about the disease and threw herself into fundraising. She 
organized a Cancer fundraising team at Bowmore Tabernacle Holiness Church and joined 
with area churches, Walls Chapel and Leach Springs Missionary Church, to 
raise money during the annual Relay For Life Fundraisers. Over the years, she served as 
Team co-captain and eventually captain for the fundraising efforts and was named the top 
fundraiser in Raeford. She had a quiet strength and willingly gave of herself and time for 
the causes that she believed in. Today, we celebrate her life and honor the legacy of this 
wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, sister, sister-in-law, niece, aunt, cousin, 
woman of God, and friend.

Doe was preceded in death by her husband, Prince Allen Black; her parents, Isadore and 
Mary Jane White, son, John Howard Black; and sisters, Gladys White, Patricia Willis 
Cunningham, and Leona Parker.

She leaves to cherish her sons, Ronald (Barbara) Black, Sr., of Schertz, TX, 
Larry (Regina) Black of Raeford, NC, Allen Black of Fayetteville, NC; daughter, 
Cohilda (Kevin) McCants of Raeford, NC; 9 grandchildren, Keisa, Laronte (Kristina), 
Kenderick, Jarrett, Monique (Mario), Shayla, Karmella, Ronald, Jr., and Navian; 11 
great-grandchildren; siblings Ernest “Bobby” (Margaret) White of Irvington, NJ; Daisy 
White of Newark, NJ, and Mary Emma Covington of Hope Mills, NC; brothers-in-law, 
Vernon Parker of Goldsboro, NC, and Ret. Col Owen (Barbara) Black of Elgin, 
SC, sisters-in-law Sallie Newkirk of Brandywine, MD, Ti-Yetta Gomez of Laurel, MD, 
Dorothy Black of Orange, NJ, Devetta (Leon) Banister of Hope Mills, NC, 
Glendia (Ronald) Black-Flippin of Raeford, NC; and Betty McIntosh of Connecticut; aunts, 
Retha Hardimon of Raeford, NC and Minnie (Willie C.) Bridges of Apex, NC; lifelong 
friends, Gladys Brunson, Mamie Smith and Annie Evans Borel; along with a host of 
cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends.





We miss you.
Love, Aunt Retha, Bobby, Daisy & Mary Emma,
Grandkids, Great-Grands, Nieces & Nephews

Those we love
Don’t go away, 

They walk beside us everyday. 
Unseen, unheard, but always near

Still loved, Still missed 
and very dear.



Pall Bearers Floral Bearers
Dennis Bethea Alfreda Bratcher 
Lewis Blue Renna Brown
Rick Campbell Vickie Cunningham
Dennis Davis Deborah McCall
John McLaughlin Debra McLeod 
James Quick Valerie Small

Miss Me, But Let Me Go

When I come to the end of the road And 
the sun has set for me

I want no rites in gloom filled room 
Why cry for a soul set free?

Miss me a little, but not for long
And not with your head bowed low 

Remember the love that once we shared 
Miss me but let me go.

For this is a journey we all must take 
And each must go alone.

It’s all part of the master plan 
A step on the road to home.

When you are lonely and sick at heart 
Go to the friends we know, 

Laugh at all the things we used to do 
And miss me but let me go. 
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~ The Family of Doretha White Black ~

Funeral Services Entrusted to:
Buie’s Funeral Home

543 Vass Road
Raeford, NC 28376
(910) 875-3700




